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. The object of this gublipatfon is to make known, tho 
whole truth in relatipn *^J^latthias, Mr. and Mrs. Folger, 
Mr. PiersoQi Mr. MiUfI; (Dadierinc Gallawav» Isabella, and 
Others, in reference; "to -the whole of those hitherto mysteri- 
ous transactions, whicb Imvt? so excited the public niind.. 

It has fallen tQ pn^t.ltiteto come in possession of facts, ex- 
traordinary fao<sl' ilx ligation to this subject, not yet pub- 
lished; these wei,h(iv5ei.d€tiBTmined to make known, and 
satisfy the public, .cuiiosity; .and to perform, what wetliink^ 
an important duty-tp society and to posterity ;' and, at the 
same time, to do justice to the parties concerned; and, if 
in these details we €hall expose the crimes and lollies of 
some individugjs; we ^Hall, at the same tiiiie, remove tte 
guilt from coij^ptfral^yely innocent shoulders, and place the 
burden whcrSaiti Ought to be ; nor have these person^ roa- 
fion to complain, for they have given their version of the sub- 
ject, theVhave covered up their own crimen-, and they have 
sought to fix upon the innocent, crimes of the blackest dyc» 
when they kneifv^, and hiive since avowed, the innocence of 
the party ; they have tooj desigMedly omitted or ^.^rblod the 
most interesting. parts iiiitHe KiBtory of the transactions they 
relate, aiid tterefore have invited the nubh'cation of the 
Trtiih. 

It has always bet*4i a question how far fanaticism or in\- 
posture could go; and to what extent credulity might be 
exercised? It has always been a question, how much real 
'enme may be mixed with sincere, but mistaken piety, and 
Jbow &r thehuman cliaracter is susceptible of being at once 
m knave and a dupe ; a sincere dupe, and at the same time; 



an operator on the credulity of others ? Philosophers have 
often sought the point where fimaticism ends, and knayerjr 
begins, and to what extent fimaticism may set aside the 
most established code of morals in their own persons, while 
in others not operated on by the same spirit, they would con^ 
demn in the most absolute terms ; in fitct, when men do 
wrong in the name of God, it becomes a matter of real in* 
terest to know the motives which prompt to the wrong, or 
the cause from which it flows. 

i< In this point of view, the subject becomes one of moral 
philosophy, alike interesting to the present generation and 
to posterity; and for this we think the whole truths and no- 
thing but the truth, should be laid before the public. 

(>a this subject, a cheap pamphlet, without name or au* 
thority ; and an expensive book, with a respectable name, 
«mboaying the report of one of the parties, have been pub- 
lished : We pronounce both false ! the one evidendy got 
up upon hearsay evidence, the other designedly omitting 
the most curious parts of the subject, apparently because 
those parts impugned the party writing, and garbling and 
perverting much of the remainder ; the facts are purposely 
cUstorted, the names omitted, and the whoZe calculated to de- 
ceive — to convey a false impression; and, consequently, 
unfit to aflbrd a safe data on which to reason. 
I We propose to give names, dates, places, and facts, with- 
4>ut reserve, the subject requires it ! and our research and 
industry will enable us to do this. Delicacy of language 
will be observed as far as the object will admit of, but wef 
ihave to treat of the assumption of supernatural power in 
more than one case, uncleanness, seduction, and adultery,. 
t(»nmitted in the name of the Lord; with reciprocal 
charges of something like murder and theft, among the 
party, who are still serving the Lord with apparent since- 
^ty. Their sincerity we shall not dispute, but we shidl 
confine ourselves to tne facts, the proof of the &cts, and the 
consequences. 

It will be asked, how we have got our information? vrer 
fABwer, explicitly. In the first place, through Isabella, a 
.fj|p}<]^ured woman, who lived successively with Mr. Pier8«%. 
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Idr, Mills, Matthias, and Mr. and Mrs. Folger; and timt 
EVERY MATERIAL POINT of her evidence has been 
▼erified by other respectable wiinessea m connexion with 
the party, directly, or laterally: we shall lay before bur 
readers dpcumcnts, showing the degree of credit which is 
due to her testimony, and on what points her testimony has 
been confirmed, and by whom; for we have no secrets, rior 
do we choose to keep any. 

We sh;ill divide the work into two parts, firstj A narrative 
of facts," e?h.bracing a review of Mr. W. L. Stone's " Mat- 
thias and -his Impostures," &nd, second, A portrait of the 
parties composing the society at Sing-Sing, in which vari- 
ous" details," amusing, interesting, and impoitant, will be 
given, which would break too much into the simple nar- 
rativa 

We merely add, that in publishing this work, wc do it 
upon our own responsibility ; we have no prejudice in fa- 
vour of any of the party ; we have made no promise to 
suppress or keep back any point, unfavourable to our com- 
municants ; on the contrary, we have endeavoured to obtain 
the whole truth, and avowed our determination to publish 
it; we are under no control, promise, or obligation. On 
reading Mr. Stone's book, we were satisfied that he had 
suppressed the irulk, and we resolved to publish it, if we 
could obtain it: perhaps our remarks in the Citizen of the 
World led to the £|pplication of a gentleman on the part of 
Isabella, who declared, in consequence of her evidence l>e- 
ing suppressed in the trial at White Plains, and in conse- 
quence of misrepresentation at that trial before the grand 
jury ; and in consequence of the errors in Mr. Stone's book, 
mnd of the invectives against her, she was desirous of tell- 
ing the whole truth. Our reply was, bring her here imme- 
diately, we wish to publish the whole truth : the gentleman 
added, " You may rely upon her statements, for she has 
repeated the story at different thnes, to different persons in 
my family, and in parts, and never varied ;" he also added, 
that in the parts of her narrative which agreed with Stone's 
book, he found her correct, and where she differed, she wbs 
^onaiatent, while the book was not; in that there were 



Many gMf9 and inconsistencies, these were made clev b^: 
iNtf aapplying deficiencies, and identifying the pails oft her- 
•lory with the dates given in that hook.*' Thus we d» het; 
%msnk.e in puhlisl&g it, for she wishes the Tmllic told: 
and we mialN ourselves, and render a puhlic sertice m. 
laying before them the whole truth, whicn we have taken, 
oare to have verified in every possible case. 
t^ bi seeking confirmation of some fiicts, we, on one-occav 
aion, travelled ninety miles, but we were amply repaid four 
that journey by the quantity of important infonaation.we 
obtained, and tne ability we shall possess of rescuing, an. 
iilinred person from the private mauce of an abuser of; tha 

(ma. 

G. VMiE, 
No. 84 Rooeevelt Street, New. York 
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CHAPTER I. 



immifknU nrron in Mr. Stone* s book—hU dishonesty in vriting U-He»^ 
nmmy of Isabella* s veraeUy and moral eharacter—the charges sffti- 
eonUiig and fraud— the blackberry etory. 

Afs. W. L. Stone, of the Commercial, has written a 
^oolc, and like charity, has covered a multitude of sina : for: 
Ai» we might gise him aredit for benevolence, if not lu>< 
seisty, were it not that he meanly attempts to transfer the 
aihs of those lie has taken under his protection, to otheri, 
obi guiky of those crimes; but, unfortunately, poor, uned- 
ucated, and coloured. He could expect no defence from a- 
woman, formerly a slave incapable of reading or writing, 
and already labouring under the accusation of having at*. 
tempted to poison Mr. Folger's &tmily, and with having 
prepared the blackberries of which Mr. Pierson eat a shoiC 
time previous to his death, and which he brought up in hift 
sepeated vomitings during his sickness. 

In page 68, of " Matthias and his Impostures,'' publiahei 
by Mr. Stone, the author, speaking of Mr. Pierson's church 
14km the Bowery Hill, remarks, that **the Kingdom now 
ooine consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Pierson, Mrs. ***, Mrs. M. 
lEr. L., and Isabella, the black woman," Ac. Now tha 
bliclc woman Isabella never belonged to this church, was- 
a^fisr in it, and did not know Mr. Pierson at the tima^iv^ 
W declaration, of the Irulh oJT ^riuch we ahaU preaeallf 
fc^M d ih a fo^iim prooC 
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So much for Mr. Stone's matter of fact, and his attempt to 
identify this woman- with every act of extravagance, and 
finally, to make her bear the sins of those whom he wishes 
to shield. 

In page 65, he thus mischievously repeats this error; 

•*The oriuinal members of this churcli were about a do- 
.ten, whose names arc among the loose ]?apers of Mr. Pier- 
aon. Amoijg- them was Isabella, a black woman; who, 
with another black woman, named Ktity. was attached to 
Mr. Pierson'.s houiiehold. Their names are mentioned here, 
because they will both cr>m.e conspicuously before the read- 
er in the pages of this narrative. Both entered into all the 
vagaries and delusions of Mr. Pit^rson ; and one of them, 
(the former,) was probably, before tlie end came, among the 
xhost wicked of the wickecl." 

So much, we repeat, for Mr. Stone' :> matter of fjict. Here, 
he is verij minute, as false witnesses generally are, and 
marks out Isabella, the black woman, to be 'proved in the 
3eq«el, the -MOST WICKED of the wicked. We re- 
peat, Isabella did not know IMr. Piorion at t'?_is time, nor 
was she ever a pnrt of this church, or )u*esent at its meet- 
ings. When rending this book of Mr. Stone's, we were of 
c«>urse, ignonmt of this fact, but we never lost sight of the 
expected proof of her being *-tho MOST WICKED of the 
WICKED,'' nnd Mr. Stone's failure on this point, (for, 
throughout the book, he produces no prouf of ^^ ickedness,) 
wias one rrftson that satisfied us of his liishoncbti/ in wri- 
ting it Since then, we have had several proofs, especially 
in relation to Mrs. ***. We shall take up this lady's case 
ficparately; she has been eruelly abusid by Mr. Stone, but 
in doing which he hns compldely commiUed himself; we 
fthall presently show who the lady thus designated is, and 
how she has been abused ; in the mean time, the passages 
we rtay quote containiiig this signature. (Mrs?. ***,) should 
be remembered^ for the circumstances are generally false ia 
whithMr. Stone has placed her. 

i' In poge-^S,"" Mr. Stone'lhus fleScrilH^s the famous anoini- 
wg meeting at Mr. Pierson's, just after he had heard Goii 
epeak to him in an Omnibus in Wall street : 
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** After a special convefsatioQ with Mra. B. Folgtr, ia 
iprhicli he stated the object of the meeting, she also consenl- 
isdw attend. 

**Afi8emUed round the bedside of Mrs. Pierson, now evi- 
deotly near her end, Mr. Pierson quoted the pass^fe from 
James, heretofore referred to, and urged that it was indis^ 
poAsable to the recovery of his wif^ that he should h'teraliy 
fulfil that injunction. He had caUed the elders of the 
church together, and she must be anointed. Arrangements. 
were accordingly made for that ceremony. Among the 
persons present on the occasion, were Mrs. •**, and the 
black woman Isabella, who was very forward and active. 
According to the impressions of persons in tlie adjoining 
apartment, who were too much shocked by the procedure to 
be present, Isabella must have been one of the principal 
actors and speakers in the religious rites and ceremonies 
that were observed. The fact of the anointing is briefly 
noted in the diary of Mr. Pierson, thus : — 

Monday, June 23, 1830. Anointed Sarah with oil, in the 
mane of the Lord, according to James v. 14, 15." 

What are we to make of this passage, Mrs. Folger was 
present, it is expressly stated; she wrote part of this book, 
Aer name would not have been mentioned as the person 
^especially consulted," without her consent, Isabella is 
pointed out as being "very forward, nv^t have been one^of 
tke principal actor s^^ yet Isabella was not present, upon 
the testimony of Isabella herself, confirmed by Mrs. Ker- 
aon*s daughter, who was present and has expressly given us 
this confirmation. What now are we to think of this appor 
. Tent combination of Mrs. Folger and Mr. Stone, to attach to 
a poor, coloured, unlettered woman, this extraordinary de- 
gree of enthusiasm ! why thus so falsely point to Isabella, 
with the impression in the mind of the reader that she is yet 
to he made the **most wicked of the wicked," but for the 
Bttxpose of destroying her character, in order to invalidate 
' aer testimony! why all this, but from the FEAR of her 
ieatimony 1 and what confidence have we in any one factt 
whkh Mr. Stone may afterwards state, for Isabella nevet 
4aw Mrs. Pierson, or lived with Mr. Pierson, till after hji 
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wife's death, on the above testimony, confinned .by bthi 
. persons then present. 
. After the death of Mrs. Plerson, an attempt was made til 
Bray her to life, and at the funeral, even an attempt of ihi 
kind was there made; Isabella: was not there then upon thi 
testimony of Mrs. Bishop, the cousin of Mr. Pierson, whi 
expressly gave us this information, an3 v.ho knows the timi 
. at which Isabella came to Mr. Pierson, which was hot till 
after he had removed to 4th street, and after Mrs. *** hadftv| 
ceased to keep house for him: so much, we again say, for^o 
the honesty or ability of Mr. Stone, as a narrator of facts, ' 
thus disproved by the most respectable testimony, while we 
have yet oihtT testimony equally strong to the same effect: 
but proof is proofy additions would be superfluous. 

We can show equally false statements on the part of Mr. 
Stone, in relation to the early history of Matthias, upon the 
•evidence of the wife of Matthias, from whom we have^ob- 
tained the confirmation of important facts within her know- 
ledge: but we have preferretl selecting a few of tliosfe'in re- 
lation to Isabella, because these extracts sliow a design to 
injure that woman, or to destroy her credibility: for the * 
very opposite reason we have taken some pains to ascertain 4 
the personal character of Isabella, and before we lay her ^ 
testimony before the public, v/e wish to show what confi- 
dence was placed in her by those families in which she lived 
from her womenhood or even childhood, and it shows no 
small share of sensibility to a fair fame, on her part, when 
we inform our readers, that on our c xprossing a wish to 
know her character previous to her connexion with Mr. 
Pierson, Matthias, or Folger, she thrust into our haiids a 
lot of papers containing written characters from a regular 
fluccession of her employers, even from the time of her 
davery; these papers will speak for themselves, and we 
shall merely remark, that we have seen some of the persons 
. who have testified to the character they gave her. • Hei'c 
' are the copies of the documents : 

Hurley, Ulster Co., Oct. 13/A, 1834. 
This is to certify, that I am well acquainted with Isa- 
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a, this coloured woman ; I have been acquainted with 
from her iniancy, she has been in my employ ibr one 
r, and she ivas a faithful servant, honesty and industrious ; * 
have always known her lo be m good report by all who 
iloyed her. ISAAC S. VAN WAGENEN. 

Oct \3th, 1834.^ 
[*hi9 is to certify, that Isabella, this coloured woman, 
id with me since the year 1810, and that she has always 
n a good and faithful servant, and the eighteen years 
1 she was wiih me, I always found her to be perfectly . ' 
Aest; at the time she came here she was between 12 and « 
t years of age, and we have never heard any thing dispa* 
|mg against her since she left here, until I heard this ; 
jtke contrary, I have always heard her weU»spoken of , 
• erery one that has employ^ her. ^ 

,- JOHN J. DUMONT. 

iNew Faltz, Ulster County. 

• 

Kingston, Oct, lAth, 1834 
,^he bearer of this, a coloured woman, named Isabella, 
J lived in my &mily during a part of the year 1828, and 
. kmght at that time, that she was an honest, faithful, and 
J servant JOHN H. RUTZER. 

Kingstoii, Oct UtK 1834. 
"■ libel, a coloured woman, lived with my £unily in the 
"- mer of 1828. She came to me well recommenaed by a 
'' bctable family in this village, and during her term of 
r fee with me, she merited the entire confidence of my 
1^, by her good conduct and fidelity. 

A. BRUYN HASBROUCK. 

he froin the same of an earlier date.] 

Kingston, N. y., Sept UlA, 1828. 
le bearer <tf tlua,:a coloured woman, named Isabel, has 
f 'a my itfqily fi>r some time, and merits the commenda* 
i.* aa industrious and honest woraAn, with regular ha* v- " 
jfmit fidelity to her employer. 
: A. BRUTW liABBiaOUCK 

r . - . . ■ . • . . . , I , . . • . 
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Ne^ Y^k^Nov, Itik 1634 ' 

Tik 18 to certify, that Isabella Van Wagenen, a coloured 

jg^oman, lived in my fiunily aji t domestic above a year, 

1899, and we do state, that we never had a servant thai We 

•euld place such impUcit confidence in. 

Mrs. GATFIELD, 73 I^assau Street 

New York, Nov. 12<A, 1834. ' 
This ^ to certify, that Isabella Van Wagenen was a Sef- * 
vant in my ftmily, f^om about the first of September, 1830^ 
until the following summer, during which time she per* 
fcrmedihe part of a good, and fiiithful servant, worthy of ' 
any trust thi^ might be committed to her charge. I believe 
her to be a strictly honest, moral woman, and her equal, 
I have not found smce she left me. 

J. C. DOWNING, No. 177 Duane StrecL 

New York, Oct. 20M, 1834. 
This is to certify, that during the time that Isabella lived 
in my fiunilv, which was some months, she was fitithfUj^ 
honest, and looked to every thing with more care and pru* 
dence, than could be expected from a woman in her eaptr 
tity. I have known her many years, and she haa ever ■ 
heretofore borne a character superior to her colour. She 
came from Mr. Whiting tc^my bouse in the fiill of 1833. 

DANIEL SMITH, 44 Hudson Street. 

, New York, Oct 18<A, 1834. 

Thia is to certify, that Isabella Tan Wagenen, a coloured 
vroman^ liiwd in our &mily lis a domestic some three ., 
jBonths, in the summer of 1883, tmd I do state unequiTo- ' 
cally, that we never have had a sehrant that did all herwerk 
eo faithfully, and one in whom we could i^aceanchiBnUeit ^ 
confidence — ^in fiict, we did, and do still, believe her to oe a 
w^nanof eaOtaordiMaff moril fmr&w. ' 

PEKE^B. WHITINO. ^ 

74 Canal Street "L 

NoU/'IKi iOace this after the Ibmier, beeauae dhii W | 
fived with Mr. Whiting since the Msaldng up of the paitjp; 
and iK« >• ^f'^ ^ ^ iconfidened skuatioh, haneg the cue 
ef hevse and property in her charge. 
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Here Mr. W/E. "CUdne Of the^CbRBrercial is the deftdi 
ttnt to your hopes : here the proof that the won. an whom 
?^4^4M 1 ieT«dI«i>th& t&8k:incjked,ic£.<he6#ripiHA 

'mp41ElMv>^ mst ikatiyawrJx^k^^^.t&ere, «b, ibihehjpSEQOf 

idtt<)^ ^yt!ft1ft'!lM»i>tt&^^^ nnequi'vpqftliy 

^Aoihkrdim, '^mdyymt endelnoiir tovpIayU^e: titimei^^ 
U^tlhkiSSk -dhs^^ ai^innpcear wemah tbisaV^a polished 
s^N^^^f'^iK^^&^^trifeerptt-^d^^^ on 

Mft3^1tikepe^<>i^t^ve«ett'M^ than 

'V^9ti^W^9M^,^h^k^hftMlgte^ stfUidi 

\^)^ h^^'^tka^iM-bomh^^ and cmstfidenee. 

I^^MSS^ <if ^tlf^'pfiilti^' giving the x^aractexs/we .koim.'j^ 
IRI^^ Wq)yi4V^^^ hai beeniwihe.-employr witk- 

jm-^disfc of -k:dt^^]Me of iotte of xfas-.-rai^^ peisonrr diuie 
fii iiiaif^lttr i^fg^^df Viiuirdyr,^ po&oa;i3nd robfainff rMn. B. 
Finger fpsk IkQs Ihie .book:^' W: L. -Stone laltt^enjm^cibifi- 
Itfiber "bf s^i^^eif h^ ftiimds who haire heard hec-statcofieBts. 




uld^Mr. Stone, -i^]^'c4^uld hii^^jXutnerb^inih^bocdq^getla 

l^?-ilhkftfct«r'? -Tfey Wlft^'bel'^irhiter: iniskin, monrAele- 

%f^hiie^sf nabltf to te&B ^^ wxitd, of literary^ jSiiifl(k;:^«e 

4;^ '^yiiMeei^, 'ntoi« pk)a«i -«nd j^eate&lsoppoktrlo 

4^ha$«!f ; I but* a^^ tke)^-'in<)re'lidii&t;dcan we .dvpeadvon 

V^V- (it QithdrvMlfeE oft them i* r And:^ 



, \iApri^;^l^^ either vM^eE oft themt r AiMbwhfitfaiidl 
i^e^Sa^wifle^c^{ile'lrt^ one.of dican^s 

^t^i^e mngle «Mfti^«iiy^of :4has Uafick woman t il^r 
/'^h^ part7-^^--ah^'>^ ha'y^ini^l^^ mbosfavoiir^^h-se 

lltf IR|^d''^ii %(l!>^a'8^ itatem«niB," because we rhove »ot 
ed^i^iiirfttdoinist^d^^r bfnosite sbatementSfiatzaiige 
rikc^iifAs -mtl ^ Wliilift jtidffing only from what Mr. 
Kn^E^^Miw^-^^-'SlF/aind Mri. B. Folger haveichoaenio 
jtf|KIi-3^^c^ftiA\eiffa^that the^Ja^ dmdy^coiM^tediof.nBB- 
imAi^^'titrd a- ^Anmf littWn^w: tuirfociate isabethda mam 
i^MC]^ WiC^CE:i>(>l the WICKED, by otMMH 
S»ilR{^icdlr#v^iy^>thi:^ iit itfort stifrinfercnficesfimittte 
nfe8t-|n<rtte^hal'^f6i b:.: =:: 7..:.-.::;: Tj-^-'- 
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tmoo saw that a great deal depended on that, and therefore 
we investigated it thoroughly, and weighed well the accu- 
sations and the evidence against her. We have before said 
,that on all important subjects, we have collateral evidence of 
the most respectable character. These we shall bring for- 
ward to establish those great points ; but the development 
of eharacter is shown in little things — manners, expressions, 
and incidental or designed conversations, &c., &c., tor which 
there may be no collateral evidence, and th<^ truth of which 
will depend on the consistency of the development and cha- 
racter of the narrator. Had we found Isabella a silly^ 
worthless being, known for foolish or wicked lies, one in 
whom no contidencc could be placed ; and had we found sho 
had varied in her statements at different times, and to differ- 
ent people, we would have thrown up our design, or pub* 
Hshed only what had other testimony ; but our investigation 
has terminated in a conviction of her honest}% and we must 

• kty part of this evidence before the public. 

In the progress of Mr. Stone's book, we find the AB- 
SENCE of all evidence that Isabella was the most wicked 
' of the wicked : but instead of which, there is the blackber- 
ry story preceding Mr. Pierson's death, the poisoning the 
coffee story, on the alleged morning of Matthias' departure^ 
(really on the morning before,) and Mrs. B. Folger's illnem^ 
(mark this;) and the suspicion declared that she and Mat- 
thias had appropriated property not their own ; for which 
no evidence was ever given. The property story involres 
an important subject ; Mr. Pierson did possess $80,000, as 
his £imily suppose; (he may have been overrated;) his 
family can recover but $7,000. The $500 dollars so mys- 
teriously given to Mattliias after a disagreement and s^iara- 
tion, nay, supposed discovery of impasture, and the advice 
■ given with it, that Isabella should have the gold in her cara^ 
: we really think was a trap, which she wholly escaped b^ 
having nothing to do with the money ; but on this subject, 
we must and will treat more fully in its proper place. Tha 

* co&e story too, when Mrs. Folger unezpeetedly remained 
tip stairs, was aflerwards ill, and Isabella took none^ ia« 
Tolree such a scene and such an exposition of character of 
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Ifatthwi, Mr. Folger, Mrs. Folger, Cathonne, and Isabella, 
#■ never before was exhibited. The whole scene is too 
good to be spoiled by a hurried description, and a full one 
"vrould be out of place here. Suffice it for the pre^nt, that 
we ore satisfied with the clear illustration and exposition of 
Isabella, and that wc will give this scene in the counse of the 
aarraiive, of in Illustration of the ponraits. 

The blackberrj'- story we may as well dispatch now. Mr. 
W. Ia Stonus version of it will be Ibuncl on page 193 of 
Ikisbook. 

•• Mr. pierson^s sickness, which terminated in his death, 
commenced on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 29, 1834 
The evening — say twenty-four hours — before, he ate freely 
of some blackberries, picked by Matthias and his youngest 
son, and prepared witli sugar for the table, us is supposed^ 
by the coloured woman. The persons at the table at the 
tmie were Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Folger, Catherine, and Mat- 
thias. The latter served out the blackberries at that time^ as 
he invariably did every description of food at the meals. He 
helped Mr. Pierson, Mrs. Folger, and Catherine, to the 
berries, but none to himself Mr. Pierson ate two ordinary 
sized dessert pl:it»^fi full : Cnthrrinf* on«»: Mrs. Folnrr nsrcd 
of thea ; remarked that ifaey were not pt;if<M:iiy ripe and 
sweet ; and, owing to iho. state of her health, whicn had bt^en 
feeble for many years, declined them, lest they should disa* 
gree with her." 

It will be remembered, that Mr. Pierson died of fits, to 
which he was accustomed, and that tliis blackberry feaM 
preceded Mr. Picrson's lu«t illness twenty-four hours, and 
was held in July 28, 1834. 0\^ the next day, in the after- 
noon, as related in the book, page 134, he wai* hay makings 
and fickijig and eating blacklx^rrios ; that iV, jim previous 
to his fit, and to his jnirgiiicj and puking, in which h« 
brought up blackberries, (tho mysterio\is circumstance t) 
What blackberries, we ask . Those supposed to be poison- 
ed, which had lain in his slomach without inconTcsienc*; 
IwenCy-four hours? or those which he had rect*ntly been 
meking and eating, as stated by W. I^ Stone himself? 
Tlir«e hours is the ordinary time for the digcc^ion of much 
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CHAPTER II. 





by 

dUtf and Joins I^(ourd.t:i t? iViun'h -/ritn^ifitvcd to Mr. Piirsoftf and 
0»Mac:cd as an answsr to prayer— Aim. BoHu7i^ thf Afj-tron o/ i\^ 
JHKLsfdalt7ieASi/lu.n--Hc'-fiyrr,-!'rrtr7oi!s f\fe^ ond (>i ?»>..>» M'.filnf[9 ■• 
Injfi\t.enre. nt^.r Mr. PUntotu ii!l t'lctiri- of McUhidfi—Jhr dUgran. 
wUhJMr. VienoJi—l^ac .Hi/fd'^s'tn-. /Vi.»craii/, arid pntbibU ,}(furce q/ 
tKt v\f<fr7nnfiim 'rhic^i i-f c^/i?*' ;■<:/.>/ f^ij-irt fnihiHUr.d- -Mr. Afr'/a, 
HfUfrt^accouniof—Mr. a-.id Afrsi. JWrt:r'iiconTrrcioii — Ihly Club —Alri*-. 

•i/m 

wm'j p.yjTtvfitwi io 6t vn^i\d t-j a mjrr!.y.d liidy-^'Vhc uutkor ami ^^ 
jfHit of the JUy-'f^i-ioUii 1j.:IU n . 

Ieabi:lla Van* WA(iENEN, in vi\r\y liie, was a s*aveL 
She v^Tis Inirri in Lh{" lenxilv of Col. Ardinbuif,^h, in Hurlrv, 
Ulsl<'r county, New \'nrk. anil is n<»\v .^bout 38 years of 

■ age. Wliilc yoiuiLf, i^\iv was suc^t'S.sively sol<l to John 

■ Netily, KinrfSton, New York, to IVlurtin Scrivor, Kingsrtoii, 
and tlicn to John J. Dinnont, in tlic same neixhbourhoocl, 
with u}io:n .^he liviil ci'i^JiSrn y(%'ir.*«. This ptMSon is n:)vr 
alive, :iml is un:; of tbustr who hus cfiven her u. ohanicter; 
she left him ono v^ir hvfoTn the slate madf. her fro*», bo- 

- causo h« hnd promi.setl h*i* this favcmr, and liyrfl with Van 

' "Wagi:Tie!i, who^^*.»njune ah^ t?)kes; but she n-tnniCMl to J. 

* Dumoni at his request. DtiTin';>f her residence with J. 1>j- 

tnont, she had five children, wiibont a legal la^riiage, ac- 

cordincr to t.hi-. rii.s'.oni of slaves ; but durine the. £rrpiU«r 

£art of the timt; she lived with a black man, ori the fiiTm, as 
cr hiislniTid, to whom she was joined by a colour»?d man of 
the name of Kin«.^, who fn:quently p<?rfonned this oflkc, 
Ono of thest? children wa.* sold illcgfally Into southern 
alarcry, by one Solomon Geihit^r, and her exertions to j^et 
-him l)ack, whi-.'h were crowned with success, mark th^ 
energy of her characttn-. In this siie was i^reatly assisted 
by Judge Rucfglef. who ti led MatthiasJ. Squire Olnp, I«i"w 
▼er Romain, Lawver Ila-sbrouck, and c*thers. At tLi» timf. 
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the was of course very ignorant, not being able to retd;. 
and judging of Jeaim BikmH^Hht pictures in the iBige^ 



.aiid tSis iiniatakC;^(?*fiitto^^ sq ifetty,; tire irficy "fl^BiS^ jp^ the 
^^ great scfurce of«-fahaticism. : At an ^tiyij^riod,: w)fi«a\she 
;;:Sia* sbari*ly;heqrd prettcjiing^^ Rad : fotjiniT^f J*i^' fteBnct 
^* creed, sJtiewas in-tne habit m v talking -wit^Xic^?: 1(9 ^she 
^ exjtfessed hetaeJC tijtd imiginiifi|f that -^he }M /rtftj^c^ by 

-wippttsing a voice expresisipg- tear 'though 

'ting* her /ee^/in;^: • We •tifleI^va^ds ^^^^^ of 

mind was common to Mr. Piersdii,' and the whole pKlty, 
.jwhp followed .*MaUhia«, previp)i^tq t)iei]; o^qiij^inU^fP'wiUi 
.': hj^ i i«'\ud -of' ibis'fekqling^ Matthias took -the ^^t^a^wi- 
'7 "tage,',but. he did not^ originate it; in^ccsd, U..is .^onuawi^^^ 
.. .large .hddies of Vjeiry pipws people, and Matthiaa himseli^^ 
..pe«h4pi itft dupe, inthi^' fi^st. in^^tai^eV; lt:^^^s.fe,^^ 
.-.an^fSbAieaxly beli^&<)£. rather iiQpcesadon, tb^.sjijb ^^ii^^see 
r: Christ: in the ilesh, tliiav nfiade heri a&er;vwir^ tii(^.fri»Li[|y^(^- 
. i^iple.Qf Matthias^ whpsie appearance instapd^ ^1%;^ 

..f.di^ vyhich accord^, .wifh l^r epf ly,inipie^Vi9n3 ; ^i ^^n 

■,.Ac ^w Mr. Pierson, iMxdx>thcrsu:i^Ho)n-.8he:t:^tcexned.£^ 

... . .-T^^ ..-I T 'TT- •=.•■•, •■•- 'it"- • r ■•^^•- -■-y'l^'- 
vaQa.wis^ m^, wash ;bi^ feet^.as .yn^.:tAe, o^^^^^ 

. jftith him in m^l^is ^ 'hc]iiei^:<^e siuppps^ it an 4uu4|w ta 

..gptaw^jiA^r J<^it»j^*'toW l?i^r fMv,an<l ^he tlipiakisM^^ 

•.:COrSngfcf. , • '^■■: J. ;• ..,';;::: r, ,.:.:^. ...j; ..; ;:::i^':.v- 

.-.;. . (ee^IUi remillJQ^d i^i^^<^^^E»^3irhfm.pt.,K^^ 
>:; flfh^j^/ji^Diunp^^ ^Sfipo^ tiBH3| -iiU^^ 

:::tibto:4hi^ lived\bpW;i^ Miv. 1' Bu^Ef^ st^ ^^^'^^ 
ii-|Iwbrwlsliii^lawyear.: r. Ti48a;r^%aW^th'e u^ 
^-ihfliiijjCftmi^.tp, .r«je«^.yofi, vith Ijftf^,^^ Jfifes fi^ 

iHiAcuiesg,she; W<#:4i.Wvl; pcftw^onj^ly^ 
tourette, in the Bowery, became a zeu^us member 
Methodists, and with them attended many camp meetingi^ 
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Ltfc^ kh#bii^.^iC^* oil Ihitfkit vti^ idk^'<fefe|-<fo¥^4lie 

' Uiia^* m. «b«l* Mrs; ^tfl^^^^&i^diofh^sK^'^cil ^ti> eatli^r^peMd 
New York, and in 1830, with Mr. J. C.^iBp^m^piyrr 




)<^fi ^Sdnietf j<4dI^ tie^^ ^d^^pctiidtsitfAii 




^^tiCAdar^'Sr' lii^«^gs^;( ahoij^^'of «iv-hicV:MT;!gii»d{ ifianled 
-'^'tei-tii$4< t<>i^jpn^erifttdbmg/<{Mo^in«tiructilk^ g^biatrdio 
'" liti^difili»)e|:^syk»h'; Iiowd|y^]^IiU;^heirLluiii*dcr 'tl^ proteedbn 
''^'c^l^iC' J^MreoV^'and-B^ <Hhei^p«i^6nB<diicfiy MSpieetAle 
t'AspAi^. -To :t^eh ilfe^<As>imi; liMbei&{.eaij[td!:io^)Kiiia, 
^'^dki: jEH«!ta6ii-6i!coloin*6di<ierv«yb/ tiifi:whoznri>ihe^-lfadu««|[ic 
'.?<kM47lb^P«^-^ -'Mtp Pierrson kaitfr tUcr tll€T«^!<'aDnff«i!s6d^4^it]i 
'ri'lUr/'db(kW'Edrxf-8be*^d«b^en Wpti^ett ii»dl.ivB6:iiiR 

i">teife ^eeW 'Kafa isevcraL tinies,^^auild :<>ceasiiB)a!]iT:iM[r//ISfer* 




-Klltiditrwiai atwwefeilomy^r by.Afdr;'Picr;stoik;;tv^liadidtth 
'"JMnMl JiiA ipfliyrilf iiiif liliK imitijiirrj ii hHr iTfrnfrn aiidt»IfiBibciIft 
•fv^MfoaVBditv ¥e6i tt)k /.tMr^^ 

•^tdwyhMaiiU«A)bfiifltri8Bi^:ai^ nftlMrh^Brfl/faQenyxfekriyitJ^a 
•^iW»s-4i|ng liift.<}Piet^Q(Bh!£3dea)db iiMoroPiiersonfislM-iAMi 
vwbtMd firaHKlUiedBdwM:^ ,HIU)i.anti wasitfaniABnriiigfHia 

ill, and mentions the two black women as being preacBt* 
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and ascribcb to IsaMla chiefly what is objectionable, as* 
Biuning her presence ; yet we have direct proof to the con- 
trary. At the time when Isabella went to Mr. Picr8on*a» a 
Mrs. Bolton, afterwards the Matron of the Iilagdal«ne 
Asylum, visited ihe house Iroquently, did needle work for 
the fomily, and freqin^ntly slept there. This lady ]X)S8e88ed 
the qu^litie^ which king George IV. is said to iitivo ad- 
mired ; she was fair, fat, and forty, dressed well, wms plea- 
ting and genteel in her manners. On htr we mvA l-fcatow 
a few lim»i», lor through her we sliall get at the character of 
some of the parlies, as ^^ eil tis a key to the celebrated Mag- 
dalene Report. 

It appears thai Mr. and Mrs. Pierson. assisted ijy s«}mcci 
the clergy and other persons, had jnost benevolently esta- 
blished a Migdalene Asylum ; iliat Mrs. Piersoii and other 
ladies friquenily visited the Fi^e Points, and other similar 
places, to make converts, and supj»Iy the Asylum. Of this 
Asylum, a Mrs. C«rj>entcr^ (now Mrs. M*I>»Hiijl.) was at 
onetime Maljon — a lady of whom we know noti)ing,'<3x- 
ccpt thjit she was respected whtT(^ koown ; but slie was 
made to srive way to Mrs. Bolton, A\ho was. placed over 
her; in liict, Mr. J^ierson preferred Mrs. Bolton, whom, at 
this time he thought highly of. Now Mjs. }}o]t<)n-, Ix^side.s 
the qualities whicli we have already meiitioned, apparently 
possessed a great share of humility, with much zeat for ^ht* 
was a new convert. She had be<»n a great sirmer, but her 
fiins she confessed openly, in the presence of both Mf . Pior- 
8on and Isabella, as well as before. oth^T persons occasion- 
ally. In these confession.^ she udmiued that she had lived 
in fornication ; that she had u.sed much skill and cimning 
in seducing men, and had received kirge sums of .money 
from diflferent gentlemen. She woald even describe the 
mamier in which she communicated her inclinations to vari- 
ous dry goods merchants and clerks, some of whom she bcN 
frayed \fy naming to Mr. Pierson, before Isabella, ^we, bow- 
ever, have not sought the names.) To this ample c<mfea- 
sion of former sins she added, that she had been a great hy- 
pocrite ; and to hide her lewdness, that she had joined tbe 
Mtlbodists^ had attended the various pi'otracted and camp 












■-iUWWi'HpM' tJiej,wealaiess 'onMr.pierSOff. ' TSilSI 






.,,._.,_,,,. ^s,6q)y ; Wfl tli;at she _W^^ 



■ Might be playing 'iU'e.kyi[MJcr^S-,0Q)Yiw3,'t^^^ 
.»^luc-ed 3- "- — ''^ — "-'^ .-ii-iw llf»*.' (,!' 

doubts: lut these doubfa cxcitM ieblikel^o^'ll 




famous Magdalene Report; and ibou^h ihal was pabliahcd 
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More the time of Mrs. Bolton's matronship, yet the infbm- 
adon given was just such as persons in her situation could 
give ; and the errors committed, and exaggerations made, jost 
•luh as we migiX expect, from persons whose presfcnt merit 
was rated in proportion to their former viceis. Mrs. Bolton 
had been an exact specimen of corruption, in a pleasing and 
unsuspicious form ; and her practices, on her own showing, 
if believed, those which would justify the assertion in t^ 
Magdalene Report, that women were generally the seducers ; 
and perhaps there were many Mrs. Bolton's about the esta- 
blishment. As proof, however, of the humility of this lady 
ahe used to wash the feet of Isabella, who in return washed 
ber's, as part of the religious duty then thought necessary 
ty Mr. Piersoa 

At this period, Mr. Pierson was in the habit of preaching 
in his own house, and Mrs. Bolton may be remembered a» 
going about the city soliciting hearers to the Prophet Elijah, 
or John the Baptist, (Mr. Pierson,) and delivering religious 
tracts, with extraordinary zeal, and thus obtaining a degree 
of public notoriety, and accession to houses under her ap- 
parent character, and whose residents might not have es- 
teemed her, in proportion to her former course, as Mr. Pier- 
..flon did. 

Among the attendants on Mr. Pierson's preaching, and 
indeed among his friends, was Mr. Mills. In page 96 of 
Mr. Stone's book, we have an account of Mr. Mills, under 
the letters M. H. S. which was almost unnecessary, as his 
connexion with Matthias was notorious. The account of 
his previous impressions are probably correct ; we see no 
inconsistencies, nor any object to be obtained in falsifying. 
His history is that of many, very many fanatics; he ielt a 
^eep conviction of sin, and made himself miserable under 
the idea that he had offended Deity, beyond the hope of 

Erdon. To divert him, he travelled over land to New Or- 
ms ; he afterwards A-isitcd England, Ireland, the British 
«nd French capitals, and returned to New York in 1831, 
▼cry little altered ; yet he became a member of the Presby- 
terian church, was regular in his devotions, and fer>'eiit in 
prayer, using ejaculatory prayer frequently ; and with mtieh 
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seal pressed the subject of religion on the clerks and ao- 
ttuaintances in his store ; prudently, however, begging his 
mends to check him when he was going too far in his store 
eichortations. In the spring of 1832, he became acquainted 
with Mr. Pierson, and soon formed an af^tchment to him: 
and being informed that Mr. Pierson was not considered 
quite right in his mind, he replied, says Mr. Stone, *' Oh, it 
is not so now." The impression of 'Mr. Picrson's sanity, 
among the party, wc find to be general, notwithstanding a 
few very singular acts, such as anointing his sick wife, and 
expecting her resurrection ; yet in this he relied on kis un- 
derstanding of scripture. It is evident that Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Folger received their doctrines chiefly from Mr. Pierson. 
and regarded him as perfectly sane ; even on the late trial, 
Mrs. B. Folger conveyed that idea. 

We see no reason to doubt the outlines of the early history 
of Mr. and Mrs. Folger, as given by Mr. Stone. The con- 
version of Mrs. Folger, who had been brought up in the 
bosom of the Dutch church, took place in 1825, two years 
afier her marriage ; and in the same year was formed what 
was commonly called the Holy Club, the essence of which 
was Mrs. ***, (so says Mr. Stone,) who is said to have in- 
Haenced the mmd of Mrs. Folger, but the credit of the con- 
venion is gii^en to the Rev. Mr. Dubois. Previous to this 
a series of societies had been formed, of which Mrs. **• 
is said to have been the focus; but against her Col. Stone i» 
evidently prejudiced, for he wishes to transfer to that kuly 
a great ]x>rtion of the sins of Mrs. Folger, as the origjinal 
cause of her fiinaticism, while the sequel evidently showa^ 
that however zealous Mrs. *** might be, she did not fiiU 
into personal guilt, and would have saved Mrs. Folger from 
her course, if she could ; while there is clear evidence of 
Mrs. B. Folger's originating things calculated to ruin this 
hdy, but which she fortunately, and with good sense and 
better principles, escaped. Those are inferences drawn 
from IVu. Stone's book, for we have not yet seen this lady; 
WB shall, however, if possible, obtain her version ci taa 
snhject 

After the conversion of Mrs. B. Folger, her house heaua» 
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ttb theatre for laiMtieisni* she imd ftsiiKile prayer meeting 
on any, and somt^times every day and evening m the woel 
weijiym. 8kode nnbairh9c:ili9k(ititW K«t^;.'»n^46^¥9tlt tM 

Immifkqne: ■.';M«kfSafefa;iPlettso|gfettip llm^,yiik,^^^^^g^ 

l)>i!itvi!(FV34^nbefianie /«fT6Jh\idW in .^F'-^^^.j^nii^r tbiiiKre|p] 
4iji<rf'th©(«^«€*. Mattbifiw-fejf - m tkfiAXif.'^iiwii^^'' "^ 
t|ra;^»S»i£et:<Ehi!dtcll;^inIil^ui«^^ othii»i^t%<^ 

4hl|4l0n^Jwl4?arMP&OB)E B6civeiitj(ii, •«» Wje.-l^r^r^^,^^^ 
iBfitoott^tkWirk.-^ siT hiui tit=^appQar9iatritl^8:Miiin<^THiia;;pq^.Pi^ 
-imh^cai) ibteieK'fHavingiaDbOf^ ;;oailtbim jiiihfri^^^i^;^^'^ 
JSlldtMh^aaufe miehi ip^inistydcffj; .4ike/^9iip^l^p^^ W]^ 

»itEJlltikl/3ioitfeS(teiatoo]i9. ; :..i5;^, v/i.-iVj-.-j ;:r. ?wi,i :.-«I;-ij::^!..'4*l>f' 
As wo are now al)ont>fA)!!i«i^i$(»4(K:;f^iMatt^^ 

««llft1} torA88i^4^breHtUi(fa^M^^^ .^t^i^lV^J 

?4S^l¥e^'''«lv^sUbjc^iv'hflsfaK wht^Mii^n : j^-Ti|^ai}h|<.if^^ 
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lion of tale and female zealots was fonned, consisting of 
Presbyteruns, Baptists, and Metkodists, including the UuBes 
befi>re mentioned, for mutual instruction and prayer ; but 
thdM only were to speak who were moved by the Hply 
GRiosC, or who thought thiey were. This association was 
afterwards called the Holy Club. Mr. Stone says they did 
not believe in the special observance of the Sabbath, but that 
every day should be alike. He likewise says, they did not 
believe in the institution of marriage, and that a single life 
was essential to purity ; however, many of these then single, 
afterwards got married ; they did not believe in a final day 
of jud^ent, but that mankind were judged of their deeds 
everyday. We have not, however, perfect confidence' in 
Mr. Stone's statements. It was this society that Mrs. B. 
Folger associated with afler her conversion, and to whom 
•he opened her house, and these proceedings were simulta- 
mbooB with Mr. Pierson's preaching in his own house. 
Mrs ••*, of Stone's book, afterwards removed to Bowery 
HiU, lately cuit down, attracting to her neighbourhood Mr, 
Pierson, Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger, and others, forming a so* 
ciety, who believed themselves under the teaching of the 
Spirit ; the source, we again repeat, of all &naticism. Here 
ine Setrenchment Society was formed, and Mr. Folger, un* 
der the influence of his wife, disposed of his elegant fumi* 
tore in tovni, and replaced it with plain furniture at Bowery 
HiU; the party partook of plain food only, abstaininsf even 
from butter, tea, and coffee, while the ladies sacrificed their 
emanents, personal as well as household, and even institu- 
ted rigid ftists, not to precede a feast, as among Catholics, to 
irbich it serves as a whet to the appetite ; but, to be broken 
hf bread and water. Mr. Stone adds, that Mr. Folger, not- 
withstanding the sacrifice of his furniture, was not a member 
ef tlus society. We must now recjpest our readers to look 
t>mr the last page or two again ; it is the representation of 
Ifr. Stone in reference to societies and individuals: in that 
ife j pK wai tation there is much general truth, but there is e 
jkurdeukr iiustance of ill feeling towards the lady with the 
•••, Wn.-***; she is thrust forward perpetmdiy andidwajrs 
ftHT cc&mife. We have already promised to show who tlui 
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lady is, and we shall in th« future have to make frequent 
refereneea to these statements, and therefore now endearour 
to..fix the attention on them, while they occur in the nar- 
ntive. , 

Mr. Pierson carried his principles further than the rest, 
but he had no principles that Mere not common to others, if 
not to all ; for others believed in the direct teaching of die 
Spirit, and these mistook their feelings for the effects of the 
Spirit, and their transient thoughts for emanations from the 
Spirit ; and being thus enlightened according to their leisure, 
and to the encouragement they gave to their thoughts and 
fimcies, they could frequently see &rther than other people 
into the Scriptures and the will of God, or fancied they 
could ; and Mr. Pierson possessed these qualities in a su- 
perlative degree, and was hence highly respected by the , 
party, while the world thought him a little deranged ; but 
on all subjects disconnected with religion, or where he did 
not assume being divinely taught by Scripture, or the Spirit, 
he was very rational and intelligent. He kept a sort of 
diary, and hence we learn, when he received what he thought 
a communication from the Spirit in Wall. Street, that he was 
then called Elijah the Prophet ; and this took pLsice before 
he had seen Matthias. 

Among other specimens of Mr. Pierson's diary, Mr. Stone 
iVimishes the following, which we offer as a proof of the 
importance he gave his thoughts : — 

" Prayed for the harlots at Five Points : asked the Lord 
to give us all the ground whereon the soles of our feet had 
trod, and all the souls now alive who had heard our voices 
in that neighbourhood. 

" Answer. The Lord said, * You must go and fetch them 
out' The Lord said, concerning the two witnesses, * Thov 
art one and Sarah the other.* " 

We have already noticed Mr. Stone's gross error in ascri- 
.. Ung to Isabella a part, and a very prominent part, in •* the 
kingdom," as it was technically called, on Bowery Hill, be* 
lore either she or Biatthias was connected with the party. 
ib, Pierson had assumed the tide of Prophet, asserting that 
God had called him in an OmaibiM, as before said, m %\ 
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M^ ^ Thou art Elijah the Tishbite-— gather unto me all 
lembers of Israel at the foot of Mount Carmel ;" which 
nderstood as meaning the gathering of his friends at • 
ery Hill ; and Mrs. Bolton, before noticed, with much 
vent about the city and into churches distributing tracts, 
inviting the people to *' come and hear Elijah the Pro- 
" Before Matthias appeared, the anointing had taJcen 
, in which Mrs. Folger was consulted ; and the as 
d influence of the Spirit over the party believed, and 
f led, or supposed to be led, by the Spirit, they pushed 
inquiries witli zeal, and projected improvements both 
"eeds and practices ; still they were orthodox, zealous - 
ma, and as such in intercourse with their fellow Chris* 
As a proof of this, it is noted in page 94 of Mr. 
s's book, that after the death of Mrs. Pierson, Mr. Fier", 
md Mrs. *•* removed from Bowery HiU to Fourth 
t, in one and the same house, while Mr. and Mrs. Fol- 
rcnt to reside at Sing Sing, and where they were bap* 
by the Rev. Mr. Frey, and admitted into the fellow- 
and communion of Mount Pleasant Baptist church. It 
Kt this period that Isabella went to live with Mr. Pier* 
[Mrs. *** having left him, and Katy having gone to 
mia,) without any previous knowledge either of him or 
lias, who soon afterwards followed, 
evious to this period, and indeed before the party left 
ery Hill, and consequently long before Matthias ap- 
id among them, a transaction occurred which is minute- 
lated by Mr. Stone, page 114, 15, 16, which indeed wb 
transcribe, which shows in some a peculiar state of 
:, and fitness for what we shall afterwards have to relate, 
vvhich would be scarcely credible, if it were not for the 
ication of an original document, in Mr. Stone^s work, 
vrhich we could not otherwise have got possession of 
knew that such a document had an existence: Mr. 
s, indeed, by taking out the names, excepting that of 
Pierson* who is now dead, has deprived it of interest : 
interest we can restore, by replacing the name, and 
ring its connaxion with the principd persons abooi 
hiiui, and by showing that this document demonatralet 
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m poritioQ we shall afterwards take; and it clearly illus- 
tates facta, which, as we b^re said, would be incredible^ 
ipsithool this document ; yet its abseace would not make 
those facts untrua In making this exposure, we are but 
rendering justice to an injured party, for one of the parties is 
ii^ured. This passage in Mr. Stone's book is renoered fur- 
ther obscure, by being inserted after he had quoted dates 
fioom Pierson's diary of 1832, whereas it relates to 1830, 
for he himself has preserved the dates. After quoting seve- 
ral passages from Pierson's diary, in relation to the expected 
resurrection of his wife, Mr. Stone thus proceeds : — 

** This is the last mention the writer hsis been able to find 
among the papers of Mr. Pierson of his wife, whom he so 
dearly loved, and to whose memory he so fondly clung. It 
is well known, however, that he nad latterly imbibed the 
singular idea, probably after all hope of her resurrection 
bad vanished, that he was the spiritual husband of another — 
a lady who had been one of the Bowery Hill association. 
His latter belief was, that after the decease of Mrs. Pieison, 
her spirit had entered into the body of the lady referred to. 
It is not known how, or exactly when, this strange concek 
originated ; but it is not more surprising than many other 
foatures of his melancholy hallucination. Among his loose 
papers, however, are two anonymous notes, in the hand- 
writing of a female, which, taken in connexion with a ci^ 
enmstance or two that will presently be related, render it at 
least possible, that there may have been an artfiil conspiracy 
at the bottom of this paiticular instance of delusion. Mrs. 
Pierson, it will be recollected, died on the 29th of June, 
1830. The following note is endorsed in Mr. Pierson's 
handwriting — ' Received July 20, 1830.' And here it must 
be borne in mind, that, connected with the idea that his wife 
would be raised from the dead, and restored to him on earth, 
was the farther belief that she would bear him a son, to be 
called * James.' This was one of the promises which he 
hid received from God, and which he has recorded as the 
answer to his prayers, in perhaps fifty places. The first 
note is as follows :— - 

^ 'When my cousin '*-«-^ was engaged in prayer a fair 
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days ago with Kftty, I saw a vision whicii I vna directed 
to wri^ and send to you. I was lost a few minutes, when 
I beheld my cousin walk into your back-door with the dress 
which she usually wears. She passed through the entry, 
and went into the parlor. The difierence in her state was» 
that she was big with child ; and I thought in the vision 
that she was at home* in your house. I knew not the mean* 
ing of it, but was constrained to send it to you. Perhaps 
the Lord will show you the interpretation. My cousin told 
me some time ago tilat the Lord had promised her a son. I 
never realized that it would be so until I saw the vision.^ 

** The second note, in the same handwriting, and attached 
to the first by a wafer by Mr. Pierson himself, with the me? 
morandum, • Received 27th July, 1830,* is as follows : — 

** * I thought, sir, that an apology was due to you for the 
abrupt note I handed you. I have felt quite imeasy about 
it, and wished to say to you, that after I had the vision, I 
thought I must write it ; and thought I had better tell it to 
you than cousin, as I know she has a remarkably pure 
mind ; and I judged tliat if she suspected that I let you know 
lit,] it would make her feel very unpleasant. I have taken 
up a cross in makiiiof it known to you: if I have, done 
wrong, be kind enough to forgive me.' ^ 

•♦It so . happens that there was a very remarkable coun- 
terpart to this vision of the writer of these notes. The lady 
possibly referred to, had a vision on a certain night — she; 
being at a distance from the city at the time— -in which it 
was revealed to her, that she was the spiritual wife of Mr. 
Pierson. And she believed that such was the record in 
heaven. This conviction was moreover strengthened by 
another circumstance. On one occasion, her hui^nd being 
absent, she prayed very fervently that the first person who 
entered her door, might be him. It happened shortly after- 
ward, and before any other person came in, that Mr. Pier- 
SBii made his a|vpeamice ; and the good lady at once con- 
dttM, that although it had been written otherwise on eaifh, 
fol, in tlM records of heaven, Mr. Pierson and herself wei^ 

« ftalicind ia Ik* «ri|iuL 
9» 
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one Subsequently, on comparing^ aotas with Mr. PierBOii« 
110 doubt was left of the &et ; since it appeared that on the 
aelf-same night, he had had a similar oream in his own 
house. On discorering the coincidence Uiey joined hands, 
and walking into another apartment, where a third persba 
was sitting, presented themselves, and mutually declaied 
themselves to be, spiritually, man and wife. Whether there 
was, or was not, any connexion between the mysterious notes 
wlach have been quoted, and this singular mcident of the 
'delusion, is left for the reader to determine." 

Now, in the first place, who wrote these notes, to whom 
-do they relate, and what actions in this mysterious affiur cor- 
respond with these sentiments? Mr. Pierson declared to 
Isabella, that Mother (Mrs. 6. Folger) had had a spirit of 
this kind for some time ; and that she had declared to him 

that he should have Mrs. for a wife. Mrs. B. Folger 

also stated the &ct, that she had communicated this vision to 
-Mr. Pierson before Father (Matthias) had come, and re- 
peated nearly the words of the letter. Mf . Pierson also de- 
clared, that Mrs. Folger must be a master spirit, because 
the had first discovered this light. Mrs. was a mar- 
ried lady. We have not )ret seen her, but judging from Mr. 
Stone's book aloiie, we are perfectly satisfied that however 
&natical she may be, she has been unjustly abused by Mr. 
Stone, for the sake of others less virtuous, or more fii- 
Qfitical 

Of the supposition that this lady intrigued to get these 
notes written in her ftivour, and the assumed fticts that this 
lady had a corresponding dream, and that her prayer was 
answered by the appearance of Mr. Pierson instead of her 
husband, we know nothing. We have detected Mr. Stone 
in notorious false statements in relation to Isabella, and these 
therefore ma^/ be incorrect, especially as the subsequent cooh 
duct of that lady does not accord with the fiicts, as related, 
itkidyet the thin^ may be possible. 

Tne note has mtemal evidence **to (her) my cousin.'^ The 
lii^was cousin to Mrs. B. Folger^ simI both were associates 
sit tne Bowery Hill ** kingdom." Mrs. — •, tiio«|)i hmu> 
fled, had no cMdren, and tberefeni needed fevektitm, t^that 
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she should hftve « sonf ^ vinl exphiiks Mm Folgef 8 ** never 
realizing this," till she saw the vision. 

Wbea anoteon this subject was at first mentioned to Isa* 
bella, she instantly declared its contents, before it was read 
to her, using some of the very expressions, and immediately 
applying them to the history of tne Sing Sing mysttry, re* 
lating where it was first named to her, the* occasion, and the 
action on it, a long while after. She instantly recognized 
thephraseolo^ as being used on another very singukr, but 
similar occasion, especially the expression, *' If I have done 
wrong, be kind enough to forgive me," and imitated the soft 
tone and manner in which Mrs. B. Folger would express 
herself It is also true, that her cousin was of a remarka- 
blepure mind. 

For the sake of connecting this subject vd\h facts, we 
shall now anticipate the history of events, in relation how- 
ever only to Mr. Pierson. This gfentleman, at a subsequent 
period, and while the parties, including Matthias, resided at 
Sing Sing, and after- some very singular events had occiy:-;^ 
red there, of which he was made a party, and of which we 
shall afterwards speak, applied to this marned lady, not ft>r 
a spirituid union only, but for a bodily one ; and at this pe- 
riod he related the hcts of the note to Isabella, and repeated 
to her the contents, explaining the propriety of such unions. 
For this purpose he went to uie residence of that lady, and 
formally proposed the union, declaring both to the hus- 
band and the wife, that he had a revelation from God, that 
marriage was not of God, and that he was to take Mrs. — — • 
for his wife. This formal application both the husband and 
the lad^ regarded as the act of a mad man, and treated it 
iccordmgly. This occurred about two months before Mr. 
Pieraon's death ; but he had frequently named the subject 
before, but delicately, as a dream, and only urging the lady 
to oome on a visit to Sing Sing, trusting to the power of 
Matthias to effect the rest This the kdy had named to her 
husband, while she declined the visit, neyer going there but 
•nee, and then to reprove Mrs. B. Folger for harboitriny 
Matthias. 

The foct of Ml'. Pierspn's niaking this singular applica* 
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tion to a mamed woman, strange na il is, is attestvd by Mr, 
Pienoh's relatiTes, from some of whom we have the cor* 
roborative evidence ; nor do v. e believe the lady will disarow 
the &ct \ she has notliing to be ashamed of; she was net 
duped by Matthias, nor £d she tolerate, for a moment, the 
preposterous proposition made to her. It is for this reason 
we doubt the &cts formerly related of her. The curious 
circumstancos which led to this monstrous proposttiout be- 
sides the notes^ a long while previous, will be related in their 
proper, places, and will, in some raeasure, reduce the sur- 
prise. We speak, however, positive on the fact of Mr. Pie^ 
son making such an application to the lady before mention- 
ed, and we know that this fact is known to his relatives, who 
are also now living ; we have not asked their leave to give 
them as a reference, for fear they should be alarmed at the 
publication, and attempt to induce us to suppress it. The 
excuse for him, is of course his insanity ; and if others, with 
or without visions, have made similar applications, and suc- 
ceeded, they must invent their own excuses : we shall pub- 
lish facts ; the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
• We have thus anticipated the liistoTv, in order to identify 
the author and object of those notes ; and we do not hesitate 
to say, that in our belief, Mrs. B. Folgcr is the author, and 
Mrs. ■ the object ; but these notes were written in 1830, 
two years before Matthias or Isabella was known to the 
party, and consequently proves a peculiar state of mind on 
the part of Mrs. fe. Folger, in relation to the marriage con- 
tract, by no means uncommon among some religious people. 
The Antinomians of Ens^land were frequently charged by 
their opponents with violations of the marriage compact ; 
while we have koow^n some of them justify leavkig their 
husbands or wives, because they were not spiritual, and 

J noting Scripture, as, " Be ye not uneaually yoked." It must 
e observed too, that Mr. Pierson b^evcd io the tranami- 
Eitioit of spirits ; he supposed that his wife's amiable spirit 
d taken up its abode with Mrs. -^ , while that lady'ft 

husband, however ezcdleql % man. he anay be as a citbeii. 
never made any great pretention to apirituality ; and there* 
fne Mr. Pierson, adviud bf &tk€rs, might think the lafy 
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unmatched. Clergymen wh% luive A(^ been considered dd- 
zanged^ hare held similar opinions, and acted in a like man« 
ner, ftouL frnaticism, united perhaps with lust. 

Now let any persons regard the consequencies of these 
sentiments, apparently expressed by Mrs. B. Folger and Mr. 
Pierson : the teaching of the Spirit, which means any Ano- 
tion or thought, in accordance with what we think Scripture, 
including dreams and visions, a supposed holy community 
or selected fiivourites of God, together with the belief of 
spirits, good or bad, successively occupying bodies; and 
you have, in these sources of fanaticism, the seeds of all the 
mischief ascribed to Matthias ; and these existed before he 
made his appearance. We are not about to excuse him, or 
take one particle from his shoulders which he ought to bear ; 
but we have set out with a candid determination to investi- 
gate the whole [Object, and we are resolved to do justice to 
every individual. In relation to those notes, we should be 

unwilling to ascribe them either to design by Mrs. , or 

by Mrs. B. Folger : we see no reason, without very strong 
evidence to the contrary, to deny that Mrs. B. Folger had a 
vision, and believing in such visions as the effect of the 
Spirit, we are not surprised at the result. All we want is 
to give the fiicts, and to show their causes and necessary 
re^ilts.* 



• In the above narrative we have omitted the Iad3r's name, (as aa 
excemion to our general rule,) we think her perfectl;r innocent ; 
we think both she and her husband have been severelv injured by the 
base insinaation of Colonel Stone, and we should ooly increase that 
injary by giving publicity to the name : there are some crimes of so 
degrading a namre, that humanity shrinks from the association of 
the same with the crime, even if no proof can be alleged ; the crime 
here insinuated is one of that kind, and the lady implied is either a 
•degraded being, or she has been most egregioualv sinned against by 
GoL Stone and his coadjutor: either she is ddnased by the perpe- 
tntion of tome attempt to seduce Mr. Pierson, or he, the calumma- 
tor, is a wreteh dangerous to society. 

There is no doubt that Mrs. B. Fx)Iger wrote that note or a similar 
one, and we shall afterwards find in her, corresponding feelings afid 
actions: the strength of the insinuation depends upon the ctmater* 
|art," that the lady dreamed that shewastheapirunalwiliBof Mr. 
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Such then were the feelings and fiuth, and such the dis^ 
position to act on those feelings and fidth^ by the party before 
Matthias came. We shall now introduce this important 
gentleman. 



Pieraon ; and that on another occasion she prayed to see her hiii^ 
band who had been absent, and that Mr. Pierson presented himself 
accidentally : that discovering the coincidence with a dream of Mr. 
Pierson on tne sajne nighty they joined hands, walked into another 
apartment, and presented themselves as spiritual man and wife.** 
There is in this account a peculiar caution which we overlooked at 
iirst ; we had supposed the presentation was to a company ^ instead ot 
which, uixm recurring to tne book, we find it was to a third person, 
or individual ; thus this tale of infamy rests on an individual, and 
that individual we believe to be a degraded one, to be in fact, Mr. 
or Mrs. Folger, both of whom, together with Mrs. St(me, the lady 
with plumes in her hat, introduced in Mr. Stone's book, have been 
offended with the candour and honesty of this victimized lady ; we 
mention this as a Ihct. not as the motives for a dastardly infliction 
of a rancorous wound, for it does not appear a sufficient cause for 
this vindictive course; we could, however, have wished that no pri- 
vate cause had existed for such an attack. 

We have now seen this lady and her husband, we find in her 
notliing fanatical, but a great deal of good sense, and a very lively 
sense of propriety. The testimony of Mrs. B. Folger to her. that 
she has a remarkably pure mind, is verified by others who know 
her; while she denies ever holding the peculiarity of Mr. Fierson's 
creed about marriage, or any other of nis peculiar opinions, such 
as the direct teaching of the spirit, dec. She at once recognized this 
note as Mrs. B. Folger's, that both Mr. Pierson and Mrs. B. Folger 
had spoken to her on the subject, and that to the latter she had repUed^ 
" Well, cousin, a dream is but a dream." The mention of the sub- 
ject by the former, only created a more distant or circumspect inter* 
course, so that she does not recollect even shaking hands with him 
afterwards, while he in his general deportment appeared modest; 
his invitations to Sing-Sing, she then regarded as friendly, intended 
for her spiritual benefit^ and were declined by her, because she 
regarded Matthias as an impostor, exclaiming " I will not visit at 
8ing-Sing while that man remains there." On this lady's testimony 
«boat eight weeks before Mr. Pierson's death, he did visit the conn* 
iry residence of this lady and her husband, and then he firmljr 
iuinonnced his purpose both to the husband and the hidy, as we 
before related, and was treated by them in the manner described : 
thas the fhcta give the lie to the pretended seduction of Mr. Pierson, 
and Bfr. 8toat knew this, or might have known it, tor his wife, the 
My with the plames, was iatimate with this object of slander, aad 
hfc'iaibraier must nave been aware of the iacts, firom the mm^ 



!f AKKATITB OW UABBU.A. 36 

kdge of which, without seeioe the lad/, we draw our codcIbsiobs 
as to the rileness of the slander, and the probable Mseness of tha 

Of this coonterpart, this ladv knows nothing; she utterly denies 
iij and throws it back as a base fabrication on the author, or 
his informer, or as a concoction of both ; or it might hare been 
another dream of the author of the first dream; bat Col. Stone has 

Siren currency to this counterpart, without proof, just as slanderers 
o who wish to believe a statement detrimental to an object of di» 
pleasure. i 

This lady then denies ever having, or relating a corresponding 
dream to Mr. Pierson ; she denies recognizing the coincidence and 
walking hand and hand into another apartment, and presenting her- 
self to a third person, or being so presented as the spiritual wife of 
Mr. Pierson : she denies the prayer and the incident of Mr. Pierson 
coming in aner that prayer, although he might have come in after 
such a prayer, (a praver for her husband at variance with the sup- 
position of betraying him) without her observation. Now then is 
CoL Stone put to his trumps, he must bring his respeciable proo£s of 
these facts, or be regarded as a base slanderer of a respectable, well 
educated, talented, and virtuous female, one described by Mrs. B. 
Pcriger as " of a remarkably pure mind." 

That we are correct in oar object, the facts connected with the 
letter show ; nay, Mr. Stone himself identifies her, but this we can- 
not show without giving the name; we will however give Colonel 
Stone proofs of identity : — this lady is the cousin of Mrs. B. Fc4ger, 
as the note itself intimates, she was the early friend of Mrs. Stone, 
end member of the same church, and she did offend Mrs. Stone on 
the subject of her peacock like appearance in church ; her husband 
was known to Mr. Stone at Hudson, in his earliest exertions and 
honest endeavours to raise himself fi'om poverty : at that time, her 
husband was a man of good family, fortune, and education, he was 
on the ground when Col. Stone, not then a colonel, was selling his 
last dying speech and confession of Peg Huflail, (Peggy Houghtail- 
ing, executed for infanticide,) before that miserable female had 
drawn her last breath ; he knows the history of that pamphlet, and 
he was arm in arm with Lieut. Allen, on the morning alter that gen- 
tleman had nearly choaked Mr. Stone, who. in a drunken frolic, 
after a ball, at which they had all been, had called the Lieutenant a 
coward; he was present we say at the reconciliation, and heard die 
Lieutenant say, "Well, Mr. Stone, if joa are satisfied, lam.** 
These facts are mentioned to assure Col. Stone, that we are correct 
in our information ; and now we may add, that the highly indig- 
nant husband is only restrained from offering a public insult to the 
slaaderer of his wife, f^rom the fear of the press, over which his 
antagonist would have a control from his situation ; and if OoliMiel 
SteDe is not now satisfied, we are authoriaesd to say, that this fentle* 
bub's name and address is at our office, sBdat CSL Stoned senriefii 
%m BBJ porppse he may choose. 
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Brief HUtory qf M[Uthxaa--Isabella^s Evidence--Mr. SUmf^B JSrrcft^ 
Mr, IMihMa AocowfU—A CUrgyman^s Blessing determinss ki$ 
Character— Ms Property and Rutn—Kirk and Pinnsifs Preaching 
Xi^uence—Bis Principles— His Beard and new Otaracter—Leatet 
his W^s— Interrupts a Clergyman— Professes to be a Jew— Hie 
TravHs— Mistakes qf Mr. SUms—IRs peculiar Dress, AbiHlu, and 
Opinions— Introduction to Pierson— Impression on IsaoeUa — Piemm 
and Matthias mutttally acknoniedge each others Pretension— Sinpdar 
Onnddenct— Matthias Preadus at Mr. Pierson* 9-^ Objects to Women 
Speaking— Is Shaken by Mr. Sherwood^ and removes from. Mr. 
Picrson*s to Mr. MilPs— Isabella goes to Mr. MilPs— Matthias 
Preadus at Mr. Milts— John Chlloway—Mrs. Danh—Mr. Stonit 
Management— Specimen of MaiOda^s Preathing— Letter qf Mr, 
HBUs— Peculiar Sermon qf Matthias. 

We propose to give only a sketch of the life of Matthias 
in this place, because Mrs. Matthias, we understand, is piib* 
lishing 00 this subject; and her work will be the best au- 
thority for his early life, unless it shows marks of prejudice, 
while we believe that our work will be the best authority 
for that period of his life after he left his home in Albany, 
and appeared amount us as a prophet, and took up bis 
abode successively with Mr. Pierson, m Fourth-street ; with 
Mr. Mills in Franklin-street; at his own house in Clarkson 
street, and finally at Mr. Folger's in Sing Sing, because we 
take our narrative from a living witness, with him during 
all that time, sufficiently shrewd for. careful observation, 
and too simple in character and defective in education to 
conceal the truth, even if she desired it, and sufficiently in* 
jured by the declaxadons of Mr. Folger, and the publication 
of Mr. Stone's book, to seek a justification of her moral 
choificter, and consequently to desire the publication of the 
wljvole truth (m the subject, as the (mly means of an hoimt 
juttilietlioB. 

We hATe seen Mrs. Matthks, and ascertained from hsu 
{htt Mr. Stone has Veen equaUv ignorant of fects, orcar^ 
less in the relation of them, in tne early life of MiiUthias, as 
lie was about Isabella, but as these matters are m^y im« 



NAXRATITE OW I8ABBLLA. 9? 

lateral, we may sa^^r.Ieare them to her, taking the liheitjr 
of renewing her book in the second part of ours, whea we 
propose dmwing the portraits of the several persons form* 
ing the Sing Sing group, as before expressed, and in auch 
portraits we may properly introduce illustrative conveisa- 
tions, and minutia, exhibiting characters, some of which'are 
sufficiently curious and amusing, and some rather indeli* 
cats; according^ to our vulgar notions of propnety; tnese^ 
however, we shall manage without giving ofl^nce, and yet 
letain the truth. \ 

Robert Matthews, or Matthias, is of Scotch extraction, but 
a native of Washington county, New- York, and is now 
forty-seven 3f'ears of age; he was religiously broughf^up 
among the Anti-Burghers, a sect of PresbyterianSt th» 
Clergyman, the Rev. Mr. Bevridge, visiting the family after 
die manner of the church, and l^ing pleased with Kobert» 
put his hand on his head, when a boy, and pronouneexl a 
bbflunff, and this blessing, with his na,tural qualities, deter- 
mined his character, for he ever ailer thought he should be 
a distinguished man. Matthias was brought up a fknher 
till nearly eighteen years of age, but acquired indirectly 
the art of a carpenter without any regular apprenticeship^ 
and showed eonsideiable mechanical skill; but he never 
did act as a mill-wright, as stated by Mr. Stone, as we are 
assured by himself; ^ere were several others in the family, 
one brother died in January last, 1835, and one other bro* 
dier obtained considerable skill in pamting, but died insane^ 
according to Mr. Stone, but this is not acknowledged by 
Matthias. Mr. Stone says Robert accumulated property by 
his trade; this is a mistake, he never obtained money by 
aadiistry, on the authority of his wife, although he was tiot 
an idle man, but he obtained property £r<»n his uncle, Ro- 
bert Thompson, and then he w>ent into business as a store 
, keeper; and was considered respectable, and a member of 
the Scotch Presbyterian Church; he married in 1813, ahd 
itortinieH in business in Oambridge; in 1816 he ruined 
Unself bjr a. boildmg speeuktion and the derangement^ of 
^ enrrsney which denied bank facilities, and soon after 
he came toIiew-Tork with his fomily.and worked at k&s 

3 
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trade; he afterwards remoyed to Albany and becan 
hearer at the Datch Reformed Church, then under.; 
Ludlow's charge; he was frequently much excited am 
ligious subjects, and especially on one occasion by ] 
Finney, now of Chatham Street Chapel, whose pow« 
preaching has driven several persons mad; next to 
mfluence of the blessing which he received at the ham 
the Scotch clergyman; the preaching of Mr. Finney ac 
Mr. Kirk, seems to have assisted in forming his charac 
for ailer hearing him, he declared that though he had ] 
fessed religion twenty years, he never had any till he hi 
them: he did not however become a follower of eithc 
them, but they gave a new direction to his thoughts. Be 
his late appearance as a public character he advocated 
thusiostically the abstinence system as to liquor, and enfo; 
. it in his family. 

In 1829 he was well known, if not for street preach 

' ibr loud discussions and pavement exhortations, but he 

.. not make set sermons. In the beginning of 1830, he 

« only considered zealous, but in the same year he prophe 

■ the destruction of the Albanians and their capital, and w 

preparing to shave, with the Bible before him, he suddi 

put down the soap and exclaimed " I have found it, 1 1 

'. found a text which proves that no man who shaves his bi 

can be a true Christian," and shortly afterwards wk] 

<. shaving went to the Mission House to deliver an add 

.. which he had promised, and in this address, he proclai 

his new character, pronounced vengeance on the land, 

\ that the la^ of Qocf was the only rule of government, 

. that hewas.CiOmmanded to take possession of the worl 

the name of the King of kings: his harangue was 

. short by the trustees putting out the lights. Al^ut this t 

.< Matthias laid by his implements of industry, and in J 

.y,he advised his wife to. fly with him from the destmc 

V,, which ai^ted^them in the city, and on her refusal, pi 

] ., IQ^ account pf Matthias calling himself a Jew, whom 

r.:-,yf» unwiliinf to ret«i|i as a husband, he left her, tal 

^, ^ 8c^e of the children to his sister in Argyle, 40 miles i 

7 >4]^iiy; aiEvdiaa be w#:e4 parUy in the night, and slqp 

VUfi V" '-5. ■ t . r . ■ I -j •■>, 
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[ empty house, Mr. Stone aays he was cruel to the children, 
U we do not hear that the children themselves complain : 
ii wile and children since then have chiefly supported 
lonaelves hy their Qvm industry, although he has given 
lem money when he has had it. At Argyle he entered 
IS church and interrupted the minister, declaring the con- 
legation in darkness, and warning them to repentance; he 
ma of course taken out of the church, and as he was ad- 
ertised in the Albany papers, he was sent back to bis 
imily. His beard had now obtained a respectable length, 
id thus he attracted attention, and easily obtained an au* 
ience in the streets; for this he was sometimes arrested, 
ice by mistake for Adam Paine, who collected the crowd 
id then left Matthias with it on the approach of the officers. 
[e repeatedly urged his wife to accompany him on a mis- 
on to convert the world, declaring that food could be eb- 
bed from the roots of the forest if not administered other- 
iae^ At this time he assumed the name of Matthias. 
Ued himself a Jew, and set out on a mission, taking a 
Bslem course, and visiting a brother at Rochester, a 
iUbl mechanic, since dead ; leaving his brother he pro- 
eded on his mission over the northern states, occasionally 
taming to Albany, but he did not visit Arkansas, nor the 
nth* nor the Cherokee country in Georgia, as Mr. Stone 
1^ nor, of course, did he preach to the Indians, nor was 
) imprisoned there, all of which is reported by Mr. Stone, 
bo apparently confounds him with Adam Paine, whose 
perience was something like this, but he did visit Wash- 
gton, and passing through Pennsylvania, he came to 
ew^York ; here he visited his brother-in-law, Mr. Andrew 
liile, comer of Duane and Broadway; Mr. Stone says 
it at first he behaved mildly, but that on being asked why 
s left his &mily, &c. he became furious, uttered curses, 
il declared that he had come into the devil's house. 
krin^ his journey we suppose he supported himself as the 
iMllea did formerly, at least we believe he did network. 
Ming perhaps the benefit of clergy. His appearance 
lAi ttjr of New-Tork at this time was mean, but gro- 
I^BOb and his sentineiits were but little known. At thif 
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tiine we knew something of Matthias, and we once h^mrd 
Jiim. lecture ; his aspect was certainlv much like the eogTV 
vinfia of Jesus Chnst in the &mily oiUes, anid like him he 
aat ;to lecture, and dealt, in unconnected sentences^ soioe- ■ 
tim^ much to the purpose^ at others very flat, while llece^ 
tainfy displayed no marks of great genius, or much leant" 
ing: the only peculiarity then ejroressed was to denounce 
the practice of the clergy in seeking to make converts oi 
women, and visiting them in the absence of their husbands* 
On one occasion too, he called on us on some business ; in 
this interview we certainly thought he displaved both 
Tanity and presumption, with a portion of clerical or pro- 
phetical assurance, for he wantea some printing done at our 
estahlishment for nothing although we were strangers to 
him. ^ 

On May the 5th, 1832, he first called on Mr. Pierson, in 
Fourth-street, in his absence; Isabella was alone in the 
houa^ in which she had lived since the previous autumn; 
<m opening the door she, for the first time, beheld Matthias, 
and her early imp:|;<essions of seeing Jesus in the flesh, rushed 
into Ker mind, she heard his inquiry, and invited him into 
the parlour, and being naturally T^urious, and a good deal 
excited, and possessing a good deal of tactj she drew him 
into 8 conversation, stated her own opinions, and heard his 
replies and explanations; her faith was at first staggered by 
liis declaring himself a Jew, but on this point she was re-.^ 
lieved by his saying, ^* Do you not remember how Jesus '■-'■ 
prayed," and repeated part of the Lord's prayer in proof that 
that Father's kingdom was to come, and not the son's; she 
then jonderstood him to be a converted Jew, and 4^ the con* 
elusion she says ^' she felt as if God had sent him to set u» 
the l^ingdom ;" thus I^thias at once secured the good wiU ' 
of Is^bdla,^ and we may suppose obtained from her some in- 
fcrmation in relation to Mr. Pierson, especially that Mrs. 
Pierson declared that there was no true church, andapprov- . 
ing c^ Mr. Pierson's preaching: Matthias left the houae^ f' 
Momising to return on Saturday evening. Mr. Pieiaon. at i 
.this ttee had not seen Matthias. . ^ 

IsabdK desiioua of hearing the «q)ected ccnveiaiitiQi^ ;. 
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vemk Matthias and Mr. Pierson on Saturday, hurried 
work; got finished, and was permitted- to be present^ 
eed the sameness of belief made her fiuniliar with her 
ployer, while her attention to her work; and characteris- 
fidthfiilness, increased his confidence. This intimacy, 
result of holding the same faith, and the principle after- 
rds adopted of luiring but one table and all things in 
mum, made her at once the domestic and the equal, and 
depository of Tery curious, if not valuable information; 
his object even her colour assisted: persons who have 
relied in the south know the manner in which the coloured 
pie, and especially slaves, are treated, they are scarcely 
arded as being present ; this trait in our American char* 
ii has been frequently noticed by foreign travellers.* 
s English lady remarks that she discovered in course of 
versation with a southern married -ffentleman, that a co- 
red girl slept in his bedroom, in which also was his wife, 
I when he saw that it occasioned some surprise, he re- 
rked *^ What would he do if he wanted a glass of water 
be night ?" Other travellers have remarked that the pre- 
ce of coloured people never seemed to interrupt conver- 
on of any kind for one moment ; thus the peculiar religious 
other characteristics of Isabella, gave opportunities 
eh none other had, and circumstances have induced her, 
rendered it necessary that she should keep back nothing, 
to tell the whole truth, which was the only way in which 
could escape the position of a scape-^oat, which Mr. 
16 and some of the party seemed to make her ; this di- 
lion is not out of place, it accounts for much information 
he subject which she possessed, while her consistency 
won our credence, ana her good character and corro- 
itive evidence has continued it Isabella then was pre- 
al the first interview between Matthias and Piersofi ; 
lus ialerview Mr. Pierton asked Matthias if he hid a 
ily, to which he replied in die affirmative; he asked him 
m his beard, and he ffave him a acriptural reason, asseI^ 
a]ao that the Jews did not shave, and that Adaih had a 
A Mr. Pierrai detailed to Matthias hi» ejqperieaee. 
Matthiaa gave hy^ aai ther moimUf diaeofeied thai 
4» 
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dMf hold the same aentiiiMiiCs, both ndaiitting the direct m* 
tnmce of the Spirit, and the transmissions of spirits from 
one body to anot&r. Matthias admitted the cftll of Mr. Pier* 
mm in iDe Omnibus in Wall Street, whkh» on this occasion, 
he ga\re in these words : " Thou art Elijah the Tishbite, and 
thou shalt go before me in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
prepare my way before me." And Mr. Pierson admitted 
Matthj^s' call, who completed his declaration on the 20th of 
June, in Argyle, which, by a curious coincidence, was the 
lery day on which Pierson had received his call in the Om- 
nibus. . Such singular coincidences have a powerful efiect 
on ex<$bed minds : from that discovery Pierson and Mat- 
thias lejoiced in each other, and became kindred spirits i 
Matthias, however, claiming to be the &ther, or to possess 
the spirit of the Father — ^he was God upon earth, because 
the spirit of Grod dwelled in him ; while Pierson then un*' 
derstood that his mission was like that of John the Baptist, 
which the name Elias meant. This conference ended with 
an invitation to supper, and Matthias and Pierson washed 
each other's feet ; but washing of feet had been established. 
Ai thift first meeting a Shalung Gluaker was present, and 
Matthii^ remained over night. On the curious coincidence 
of time.. above referred to, we must remark, that Matthias 
declare4 himself in Albany^ in the beginning of June, and 
atStillv^rater on the 19th, as Mr. Stone says; and therefore 
the expression, completed his declaration, is used ; but it is 
evident that if Mr. Pierson's call had happened on either of 
those pi^Bvious days, the coiricidence would have been more 
striking, and equally asserted. 

Mr. ]|^er8on preached on the following Sunday, but after 
which, he declined in &vour of Matthias, and some of the 
par^ b^eved that the ** kingdom had then come.'' 

Mr. Stqne fives the foUowing paper, found among others; 
dated May 9th,. before the interview just related, which he 
supposes Ibrmed^the heads of one of Matthias* discourse: it 
18 wortlKp|ef»erving, as shqwing some coincidence with the 
belief .of^t^.pc^y, wd sone bearings on future pracdees; 
he^ppopeit Mwu#« meant to curse the fblloWiiig ob« 
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(* All who say that the Jew» cmciiied Jesus; til who say 
It the fivat^ day of the week is the Sahbindi ; ftll who astjr 
It immexsioQ with clothes on is baptism; ail who sar that 
rink^uifi' is baptism; all who preach to women without 
»r liu|u>aii48; all who drink wine in bowls; (he ad- 
cated' eating ihe grapes, which he called new wine in 
w bottles ;) all who eateth the passover in a lower room." 
Be&re tlus period, Mr. Mills attended ' Mr. Piersoh's lec« 
res; so did Mr. and Mrs. Folger, occasionaUy a Mr. 
eauman, a carpenter, Mrs. Bolton, Isabella, an<i Katy, 
bo ha.d returned from Virginia, with many others. These 
iiortdl and gave their e:]cperienco, before Matthias came, 
tt not afterwards, as he disapproved of women speaking, 
tme of these persons very soon became disciples of Mat- 
ias, aiid among them was Mr. Mills, who invited Matthias 
his house, whenever he pleased, and a circumstance not 
nerally known soon occurred, which induced Matthias to 
cept bi that gentleman's hos{»tality, in exchange for that 
Mi. Pierson's. Mr. Pierson had let out part of his lar^ 
use ip. Fourth Street, to a Mr. Sherwood, who used it for 
"espectable school. This gentleman was thus brought in 
itact with the party, and he psonounced Matthias an im- 
itor; 'and irritated by his language, for perhaps he had 
led him a devil, he snook him well, pushed him down on 
I 80&, and indignantly pulled his b^d. This circum- 
nee, together with Mr. Pierson's timidity, induced Mat- 
is to go to Mr. Mills's house. 

F'or some time before this, Katy had returned from Yir- 
ia, as just stated, where she had visited her children ; 
I on her return she lived with Mr. Mills, leaving Isabella 
lier former situation ; by mutual consent, and for general 
iTeniepcy, Isabella and Katy now changed places ; in 
; Isabella was the stronger and more active woman, and 
services more desirable at Mr. Mills's, than at Mr. Pier- 
fs» at thi» dme ; besides, she wished to get out of the 
r of Mrs.' Bolton. Isabella tiberefetfs followed the course 
Hatthiasr W thus we ai^ enabled to contintie our hx»- 
r» i^otai ber snthority, testified by others, ia a variety of 
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At Mr. Mills's Matthias preached frecjuently, and W " 
erery Sunday, and introduced the curious practice of pnm- . 
ding a dinner for any of the company who chose to stay. 
Pierson had before preached all things common, and Bfat* 
thias had approved it Matthias, too, taught that the good •.. 
diings of this life were for enjoyment, and that the time oC, ' 
abundance had come ; he was not now abstemious, yet he 
was not extravagant, except in dress, for which Mr. Pier-, 
son was responsible, and afterwards in equipage; he eat 
plain good food, but not pies, and drank no wine; he abt> . 
stained also from pork. 

At his house, Mr. Mills was served by a man called Gal- 
loway, a sort of half disciple. This man died some montlis 
after Mr. Mills's establishment was broken up, leaving ' a 
young widow, Catherine Galloway, afterwards a conspicu- 
ous person, without any very distinguishing qualities. We 
may remark, in anticipation of the history, that Matthias had 
cursed her husband, because, contrary to orders, he' had 
opened the door to the officers who arrested him. When 
Mills's establishment was broken up. This man's death, 
by a troublesome and lingering disease, following the ctirse^ 
strengthened the fiiith of some of his disciples. 

We return now to the history of events. Matthias con- 
tinued for some time preaching at Mills's, and among his 
hearers was Mrs. Drach, an elderly Jewish woman, very- 
talkative, and very fiuniliar with Matthias, to whom she 
would give her experiaoce, almost the only female with 
whom he was familiar at that time. This is the same Mrs. 
Drach who afterwards gave evidence against him. The 
female relatives of Mr. Mills left his house soon aft^ Mat- 
thias came ; they would not be his disciples, and he would 
not bear rivals. 

Mr. Stone, in his relation of this part of his history, com- 
mits a sort of iraud, for he introduces some finery, such as 
beautiful luffies, worked night caps, &c. whose proper pkct 
ia at an interesting period further on. About tlus place too, 
hie introdttcea thc^ twocujiotts notes, an m very curious sub- 
ieet, which notes nitt to a period two years before. Thus 
lis Gonnaeti this esccaa of fiaery with w. Pierson and MiUsi 
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t% whom Utef do not belong; and introduces the letten, ap- 
paiemlf Ifn. Folger's, befi^e ahe ia named as the diaeipk 
of jMwiiiaa, thos obaeuring the facta. As qkeeimens dl 
MatthW preaching and aentiments^ which he faroached 
while at Mr. Mills's, we copy from Mr. Stone's work, because 
we Jcnowthe gentleman wno furnished these specimais, and 
bec^uise they are admitted to a^ord with Matthias' aenti^ 
oeiits at that time. 

•^.The s^t that buih the Tower of Babel is now in the 
world — it IS the spirit of the devil. The spirit of man never 
goes upon the clouds — all who think so are Babylonians. 
The only heaven is on the earth. All who are ignorant oif 
truth, are Ninevites. The Jews did not crucify Christ,— it 
waa, the Gentiles. Every Jew has his guardian angel at< 
tending him in this world. God don't speak through 
preachers, he s^peaks through me, his pxophet. 

"/John the Baptist,' (addressing Mr. Bierson,) * read the 
tenth chapter pf Revelations.' After the reading of die 
chapter, the prophet resumed speaking, as fbUows : — 

*' Ours is the mustard-seed kingdom which is to spread 
all over the earth. Our creed is truth, and n» man can find 
truth unless he obeys John the Baptist, and comes clean into 
church. 

"All rmU men will be saved; all mock men will be 
damned. When a person has the Holy Ghost, then he is a 
man, and not till then. Tbe^ who teach women are of the 
wicked. The communion is all nonsense: so is prayer. 
Eating a nip of bread and drinking a little wine won't do 
any good. AH who admit members into their church and 
auflfer them to hold their' lands and houses — their sentence 
is, • Depart ye wicked, I know you not.'* All females who 
lecture their husbands, their sentence is the same. The 
•on^ of truth are to enjoy all the good things of this worldi 
and must use their means to bring it about Every thing 
that has the smell of woman will he destroyed. Woman ia 
die capdifeaf of the abomination of desolation— -full of ail 
favikry. ht a short time the world will take fire and d»« 
aolf« — ^it is comboatible already. AU woQKm, jM)t obedieiiilt 
kad befetar become so as soon as possible^ a&dflel'thenHridnl 
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spirit depait, and become temples of truth. Praying is a ^ 
nocking. When you see any one wring the neck of a 
fowl, ii^ead of cuttmg off its liead, he has not got the Hdy 
Ghoflt (Cutting gives the least pain.) 

** All who eat swine's flesh are of the devil ; and just n» 
certain as he eats it, he will te]l a lie in less than half an 
hour. If you eat a piece of pork, it will go crooked through 
you, and the Holy Ghost will not stay in you, but one or ' 
the other must leave the house pretty soon. The pork will 
be as crooked in you as rams' horns, and as great a nuisance 
as the hogs in the street. 

" The cholera is not the right word; it is choler, which 
means God's wrath. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are now 
in this world : they did not go up in the clouds as some be- 
lieve : why should they go Siere ? They don't v^rant to go 
there to box the compsiss from one place to another. The 
Christians now-a-days are for setting up the Son^s kingdom. 
It is not his ; it is the Father's kingdom. It puts me in 
imnd of the man in the country who took his son in busi- 
ness, and had his aign made * Hitchcock & Son,' but the son 
wanted it * Hitchcock & Father,' and that is the way with 
your Christians. They talk of the Son's kingdom first, attd 
not the Father's king^dom." 

We shall also copy^ a letter, written during this period, to 
Mr Pierson, in New Jersey on a visit, written by Mr. 
Mills, because it shows the standing of Isabella with both 
Mr. Mills and Mr. Pierson, at this time. (Isabella heard 
this read.) . 

« New York, 20tk Jwty,1832. 

'* John the Baptist, or Dear Pierson : 

•* I have your letter, and am glad to hear that you are 
wril. The angels of destruction are making dreadful havoc, 
but do not be troubled ; they are reaping the tares. Tha 
harvest is begun, and not a smgle blacte of wheat can fidl or 
be injured. 

** Katy b well« and at the * Lord's house" oftei^. 

•^babelkitabcrwaU. 

•• MatthittB is still with us, thttik God I and I think we eui 
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BO longer say, * when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,' ftc 
8iir^ this t5 * the Kingdom of Ood.' 

" The money you spoke of I qan use, if you choose to 
fiend it, and on your return will place it in a sadmctory tAaf% 
I will venture to send you the love of all uhe kinguoni.' 
, ** Yours, sincerely." 

At this period Matthias was well dressed, and we suppose 
visited the Battery frequently in a dark carriage, for Mr. 
SUme says so, and we think it probable; but Mr. Stone goes 
on to say, that he was frequently accompanied by Mr. Pier- 
son ana his children, and he thus particularizes: **He 
would take the children by the hand at dther side, and thus 
with jStatelv tread," &c. Now here we detect Mr. Stone in 
writing fiusely. Mr. Pierson had but two daughters, the 
elder, indeed, the daughter of his wife, by a first husband : 
we have seen her, and $he positively declares she never 
walked out with Matthias in her life, and never heard her 
sister say she had, and does not at least know of it, though 
then living with her fiither. It is of no great consequence, 
but it shows the inaccuracy of Mr. Stone's facts. Matthias 
explains this ; it was Mr. Mills's children ; (see his book« 
page 120.) 

Mr. Mills, it is known, was arrested for insanity, and his 
establishment broken up, but his property saved. We ar|» 
not surprised at the course taken hy his friends; it was per- 
haps advisable, and the last of the evils prevented. Previous 
to this event, Matthias preached a remarkable sermon, which* 
if it contained nothing new to his disciples, who had believed 
IB the same doctrines before he came among them, yet they 
were new to the people, and being preached openly, occa- 
sioned some trouble. Candour is one of Matthias' virtues ; 
as &r as we can see, he would keep nothing secret, and if 
secrets have been kept, they have so been at the request of 
others; he appears to have spoken openly and to have acted 
<>penly, and tnis openness seems to be the charm which has 
attached Isabella to him : she could scarcely believe that he 
did not mean well ; yet her conclusions are not necessarily 
tme. 

Mitthias, a few days before Mills's arrest, pleached agiiast 
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tbe eariieat commiUidaieiit, ««fiiereate and mtildpty.*^ 'Hi 
declmd**tbat Godhadnerer authorized wkkea peopklo 
xaoltii^rf And that iNreachen who, in the inarriag^ ci^n£na> 
ny, iHualhat 6f#d had joined them togeth^, wereaentof thi 
deeriL^ He was repeatedly interrupted during this dii' 
cotuBe* ibr as he admitted none righteous but his partjr, vai 
as his audience were moles, and understood themaenefc ai 
being meant- for the wicked, and disliking the doctrine, fltuBf 
rep^itedly interrupted him, and had not Mr. Mills uSedluf 
authority, hf insisting on peace in his vrtDott house, Vio- 
lence wwild have been committed. This event nnrbqpf 
brought on the next, the breaking up of Mt. lifiUrisr mt 
blishmeot, with which we shall b«gin the next chapter. ' 



CHAPTER IV. 

I 
$ 

» ■ ' 

M^t^n^Jicenivrojeet of MaWUaa—Mr, MUU and Matthias char fid VfUk 
. htndcjf — VtoUnet to Matthiaa^ its impolicy and constqu eneea — Maiihiag 
'. liberated by his brother — Charge qf blasphemy neter tried— His mi/raf^ 
conduct whUe at Mr. MUls*s^Mr» Mills at the Asylum— M(MitiJt, im\;; 
ii^ house at Clarkson Street, sends for his family— George^ thebreiher* %^; 
'^Matthias — Maithias at a boarding hmtse—His coiuluet there ^ If 
oefia iBoshesfor him— He goes to Sin^ Sing— Mrs. B. F\>leer calls en 
JbabeliaforMatthia^ clothes — Mr. Pxerson has fits — The Polger*s oc- 
eourU of Matthias — Introduction to them at variance tUih facts — ^iifs 
omission fatal to the honesty of the writer — Assumed motives of tha 
JF\)lgers' — M-s. B, Folgei^s narrative — Her sickness — Isabella at SiTiff 
Sing — Her description of the family— Mrs. B. Folger^s atienHons Us 
Matthias — The improvement made by Matthias on these atteniiens—* 
Ji/tr, IHerson and Catherine Galloway join the family at Sing Sing, 
and in Third Street — Their occupation and amusements— DecUne or 
reUgious ceremonies — Property given to Matthias — Mrs. B. Polgera 
re-marriage-Her attachment to Mattitias—TTie disclosure to Mr^ 
JPiersont in a journey to New York — Monstrous proposition to Mr^ 
B. Folger — Iter success and triumph— Mrs. B. Folger given up to 
MtUthias by Iter husband— His returning fondness — The consuminm' 
tidhqf the union — Superhuman pretenMons of Mrs, B. Folger — ilfr. 
B. Folger fetches the family qf Matthias — Com/mits legal adultery en 
the road— lAves with Mrs. LaisdeU as his wife— Conclusion from the 
above acts. 

• 

The circumstances which led to the arrest of Mr. Mills 
upon a charge of insanity, was no doubt the rumoured ex- 
penditure of Matthias, who about this time, the summer of 
1832, appears to have projected the building of a New Je- 
rusalem, to be furnished elegantly and with plate, of course 
at the expense of his friends. Mr. Stone relates his havings 
called at the store of Mr. Grardner, in company with Mr, 
Mills, and giving large orders for plate, surmounted with 
the lion of the Tribe of Judea, and of Mr. Mills subsequently 
calling there, with a servant bearing a large tea service of 
^▼er, to receive the ornament of the Ldon, and various scrip- 
toial inscriptions, such as, *' The kingdom of God is at hand.^ 
He then ordered a silver chalice, with two inscriptions, doe 
of which was, that " it was presented to the prophet Mat- 
ftias by himself and children." These events seem to have 
determmed Mr. Mills's lamily to arrest both him and Mat* 
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thiafl on the charge of lunacy. The account give 
Stone is extremely brief ; he simply says, '' That < 
rant, the gentlemmi teieftied to (for he is not name 
book) was sent to Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum, 
tUaiS to the apartment of the insane {X)or at Bellvi: 
laddi, (page 139,) *vlt having been suggested to tb 
c^'one of the disciples, (Mr. Mills,) that the seer 
projihet's power over his in&tuated followers, like 
: I&y. in his hair, means were foimd to set the Phil: 
die police upon him, and he was shorn of his 
beaid." 

When this transaction occurred, we wrote an i 
the Sunday Reporter, which we then published, r 
Matthias as a &natic or impostor, but highly cond< 
of this act of violence, disgraceful to the parties or 
it, disgraceful to the police, a portion of whom 
bribed to violate the peace, for which they are pa: 
serve, and disgraceful to the county in which it cc 
without a redress ; and we have not altered our opi: 
is precisely this spirit which is now ruining the 
and blasting its fair &me in the eyes of Europe, 
declared that that treatment was likely to excite 
sympathy, and this we believe to have been the < 
Mr. and Mrs. Polger, with several others, possibl 
chain of unpleasant circumstances to this feeling 
tainly riveted the devotion of Isabella and Mr. P 
the cause of Matthias, and Mr. Folger expressed the 
that he was ill treated, and hence induced, afler a 
time, to oflfer him an asylum. Isabella's account o 
feir does not differ, but she gives the detail of the 
and their effects, without judging of the motives, 
drew Mills, Mr. Crooker, and Mr. Dias, appeared 
while the constables stripped Matthias, took his mc 
his beard offj and tormented him in every way. 3 
was taken without resistance, previous to the vio 
Matthias. Isabella, who is a powerful and energ 
man, oflered some resistance to the violence to Matt 
was violently struck by Mr. Andrew Mills, and re 
put out of the house, which, to the consternation of tl 
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[ repeatedly re-entered, sometimes by. one door and 
mes by another; Mr. Andrew IM^Us, indeed, kindly 
I'&er ati asiylum afterwards, But i^He was not disposed 
iffrids c^r. Thosi^ who ^ussisted Mr. Andrew Mills 
.fiotence, she snpposcs to he iheihjbers of churchy 
ihe cialls them, Christians, of whom she says the 
!9ras full, and with whom she appears to be compktely 
Eed, by their lecturing her on me subject of reujjierti, 
her advice, and denouncing Mattbias as an impostor. 
i«dus lecturing, advice, and denunciation, were lost 
lier,'from the feet of these persons sanctioning the 
tCing, as she expressessit; of Matthias. She couM see 
g humane in this treatifnent, or any thing to recom- 
w religion which suggested it ; wni^e she cdiitrasted 
aiS* philosophical submission, "arid at least apparent 
ly ; she could see nothing but the old story of " Gra- 
in, crucify him ;" and thus she became, by this im- 
treatment of Matthias, more closely devoted t6 him. 
iieve it had the same effect on others. 
after Mr. Mills vras taken, Mrs. Drach came to the 
and continued in close conversation with Matthias. 
ine Gralloway, whose husband was Mr. Mills's ser- 
Isb came in. She, too, oftered Isabella an asylum ; 
B also she declined, and returned to Mr. Pierson's» 
she assisted in procurmg Matthias' release, by apnli- 
lo Mr. Buckland, a lawyer, and then to thehrptner 
iithias, to take out an habeas corpus, by which he was 
rged, as of ^und mind. He was then arrested on a 
\ of blasphemy, but for this he gave bail, and was 
t>rought to trial, as he merely asserted no more than ' 
ilcrgymen, who say they are directed by God*s spirit; 
Bctdty of course was to prove that he was not, as he 
>fier the same proofe which others, who are not called 
emouB, could. 

8tone says that Matthias, while at Mr. Mills^s^ was 
led of gross licentiousness, becai|se he had females 
tnes with him ; and that being sometimes .angry, he 
sd one or some of them. Mr. Stone does not say hj 
to was at this time suspected : we have made dih* 
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geok inquiry on this subject, and find no trnth in it Mitfc 
Dmdb, an elderly person, was his chief female comnenioii^' 
and scarcely any others saw him. One indeed he whipp^ 
a yonng Methodist woman, who declared that she was sent 
by Jesus Christ. Matthias undertook to say that the Lord 
never spoke to young girls, and that she had a devil ; he 
directed her to go to her &ther, and gave her a few sttipee 
with a rattan; she never came again. This may be the 
conduct of a tyrant or &natic, but certainly not of a licentious 

Srson. We notice this the more as unfair and unjust in 
r. Stone, because the leading object of his book is to awer 
mpthe licentiousness of his friends, and that of Matthias, 
^hen its exposure would involve them. It is this conduct 
which provokes a reply, for we wish to deal out eveahanded 
justice. Mr. Stone, too, says, that he learned from papers 
discovered after the arrest, that Matthias wished to unite his 
daughter* to Mr. Mills. We think this possible, from what 
-afterwards took place. Mr. Stone says, too, that Mr. Mills 
was pleased with the asylum and his treatment. This he 
anight be ; but he adds, that in a short time he became con- 
irinced that Matthias was an impostor. We have some evi- 
dence which contradicts this, which we shall offer in its 
place, as our only object is the truth of the statements. 

Isabella, ever active in what she believes right, visited the 
a8ylum,^where Mr. Mills was, two day^ after he was con- 
fined. The keepers supposing she was sent by his brother^ 
was about to lead her to him ; Isabella saw that they were 
deceived, but not choosing to act under false colours, she 
declared her name, and who she was, when she was r^ftised 
admittance. She however went again in a few mcmthi^ 
lime. Mr. Mills saw her coming up from his window, and 
came down to meet her. At this meeting he expr^sed the 
same faith as before, and gave her an order on his brother's 
house for twenty dollars, which money was given to Mat- 
thias. Mr. Mills exhorted her to continue in the faith ; this 
ejdiortation, and the gift of twenty dollars, seems at variance 
with Mr. Stone's account. 

In the first visit, sqme gentlemen in the stage discovefet 
who she was. She diluted to them that Matthu? lid not be* 
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iieve in going to the skv. On thi3 they rallied her, ivhen* 
she thus defended the doctrine, aAer, we suppose, the style 
of Matthias : " Paradise," she observed, "Was formerly Q^ 
the earth, and it would he so now if the wicked were nof 
here : the wicked then will be driven from the earth into.' 
the 8Ky, and the earth made a paradise again ibr the good^ 
This notion, it appears, occasioned some amusement, if not 
conviction. Matthias and his disciples at this time did not 
believe in a resurrection of the body, but that the spirits of 
the former saints would enter the bodies of the present ge- 
neration, and thus begin heaven upon earth, of which he 
and Mr. Pierson were the first fruits. 

Mr. Pierson appears to have been timid, and was appre- 
hensive of violence in his house, if Matthias remained there; 
he therefore proposed a monthly allowance to him, recom- 
mended him to take a house, and take Isabella to live with 
him. This he did, and took a house in Clarkson Street, 
Bear St. John's burying-ground. On this occasion Matthias 
sent for his family, and gave money to his brother Greorge, 
a shoe maker, to go on to Albany and bring them down, 
together with his own family, to whom also he offered the 
use of his house. George did go to Albany, but gave Mrs. 
Matthias no money, as siie says, and she now complains that 
he did not properly represent his situation, and consequently 
that she refused to come or send the family, which she now 
regrets, as it might have prevented unpleasant consequences 
at an after period. George, however, brought hds family,* 
and found comfortable quarters with Matthias. These cir- 
cumstances are not mentioned by Mr. Stone, who merely 
says,. that he took the noted Isabella for his housekeeper; 
and conveys the idea, in another place, that at this time 
Matthias was immoral. We have examined into this fact, 
and see no reason for such a conclusion ; but believe this a 
mean insinuation, and an attempt to fasten on Matthias im* 

Ml ■ >i,. ■ ■_ il ' ■ ■ ■ - . ■ . - _ - — 

* Mrs. Matthias states in her book, since published, page 38, that 
this brother vas commissioned to give her $100, by Matlbias; but 
that Ke.kepC it for himself; and that he did not direct her to come 
to New York and bring the family, bat instead of which| he barely 
tDld her. that Matthias had d^ed in Philadelphia. 
5* 
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MrSy, Without aflfeeting his friends, and with a perfect ii^ 
diffiirence to the injury hei did Isabella, a coloured womaQ» 
who^ is neither very young or beautiful. Mr. Stone states, 
too, that when Matthias was angry with Isabella, he would 
atop at home and ipMch to her the whole day. This she 
dmisi, noff is it teBSWabk,, 

Gesrgief,^ Miiithfas^ %f^^ beotiaie or was fond of spirits, 
and ymetimes Inteitt^ofitfe. {Vit'this Matthias reproved 
him, and ajler a time re^iiil^ hi% to leave the hoase, which 
he did, taking two iwkib of furniture belonging to Matthias 
and I^beUa, in ')lBitffitts'''«flbsQnce, with him, and some ex- 
pensive articles. Tfee diirffiinds of course had previously 
been furnished 'fy Mr. iKerson, but Isabella had drawn her 
money from the Saving Bank to help furnish the house. At 
this time Isabella was alone in the house with Matthias ; 
her being so was evidently accidental, or she might have 
])eeii so before ; nor do we see any impropriety in his having 
such a housekeeper. Indeed, up to this time, and till after 
iie went to Sing Sing, his moral character was not affected, 
against which Mr. Stone shows no &cts ; neither does he 
make out that Isabella is the Most wicked of the wicked. 

In May, 1833, Matthias left this house, and placed the 
furniture, part of which was Isabella's, in the store of Mr. 
8outherling, m Greenwich Street. This furniture was af- 
terwards removed to Mr. Whiting's, Canal Street, where 
Isal^Ua lived as servant ; and Matthias lodged at the hotel 
•comer of Marketfield and West Streets. Mr. Stone says, 
that while here his conduct was liable to no censure; he 
continued to converse and dress as before, but if the landlord 
thought him troublesome, a hint was sufficient to make him 
eeasc^. Mr. Stone adds, " Justice requires it to be said, that 
80 fitr as is known, his moral character was irreproachable 
while residing at the Battery." 

We now return to Isabella, who still kept up a connexion 
with Matthias by washing for him, even while in the service 
of Mrs. Whiting, by her permission. 

Isabella afterwards paid a visit to her former master, John 
Dumont, by whom she has always been respected, near 
Poughkeepsie, and visited her children in that neighbour-^ 



NARRATITB OF 1»ABBLUL 55 

xi^' On her return she lived with Mr. Smith's ifamily, « 
rojcer, in Hudson Street, and here also a^e washed for 
Ciatthias ; and while in diis situation, Matthias called on 
31% ]^d her for washing, and told her he had seen Mr. 
o^r, andwas going into the country for a short time. 
i^e'1)elieTe Mr. Folger had not seen much of Matthias be^ 
»r^ for he had retired into the country about the tune that 
ftatdiias introduced himself to Mr. Pierson, and Mr. Fol* 
^r*^ A>usiness had led him much out of town, so that he had 
tieat^ but little about him. A short time after Matthias had 
gone into the country, Mrs. B, Folger and Mr. Pierson's 
yotdigest diaughter, Elizabeth, called on Isabella, and asked 
»)r ilfeithias' clothes, and said that she was Mrs. B. Folger, 
and that Matthias was at their house, and well pleased. Mrs. 
B. Polger was then introduced to Miss Smith, to whom she 
related the same. The clothes were given to her, and by 
instructions forwarded to the Union boat. We shall pre- 
sendy see how these facts comport with the account publish- 
ed by Mr. Stone, which he says is furnished by Mr. and 
Mrs. Folger conjointly. 

In ^bout a fortnight after Ulrs. Folger had fetched Mat- 
thias' clothes, Matthias called on Isabella, told her that Mr. 
Pier^n had fits, and that Mrs. Folger wanted help at Sing 
Siag^ and would be glad to have her. Isabella went to see 
Mr. Piersdn, and saw him in fits. She afterwards went to 
Sing Sing, and resided with Mrs. Folger ; but as they had 
«U things common, she removed there her furniture, Mr. 
B. F^^lger superintending its transfer, which had been stored 
^ Mr. Whiting's. 

We will now open Mr. Stone's book, and there show how 
iie manages this introduction to Sing Sing. 

In chapter 7, page 146, of Mr. Stone's book, we find the 
account of Mr. and Mrs. Folger's introduction to Matthias. 
He there informs us, that Mr. Pierson had frequency sought 
to fi^ Mr. Folger to hear Matthias, but owing to business 
he had no opportunity; but that in the autumn of 183% 
Sadin^ he hsud some time to spare, after a return from the 
umMiitft Mr. and Mrs. Folger sought out Mr. Pierson ex- 
iretsly to learn the particulars of Matthias, the accounts of 
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which, and of Mr. Mills's arrest, thev had seen in the pa- 
pers. Mr. Pierson of course gave a ftivourable report ; and 
Mr. Stone then states, that the account he is about to gn^ve of .' 
the proceedings at Sing Sing, he has received from Mr. and 
Mrs. Folger ; he adds, that he has entire confidence in the 
narration, and he again says, the occurrences at Sing Sing; 
except those concerning Mr. Pierson's death, are ordy krunon 
to Mrs. Folger and Matthias. Well, we have seen Matthias^ 
and obtained from him a direct or indirect assurance of all 
the important facts whicli we have to state ; but Isabella, 
who was evidently not calculated on by either Mr. Stone or 
Mr. and Mrs. Folger, is perhaps equally knowing with those 
before mentioned, and what is of great consequence, willing 
to tell the whole truth, or all she knows. 

After this introduction their narrative begins, which 
briefly states, that they received instruction from Mr. Pier- 
son to close their Sunday Schools, which they had opened 
in Sing Sing, and to discontinue communing with the church 
at the same place, and urged them to search the Scriptures 
in proof of these things. They did search, and Pierson ex- 
plained difficulties. These instructions are understood to be 
m accordance with Matthias' principles. They then pub- 
lish the deposition of Folger, made at the time of Matthias' 
arrest, which states Matthias frequently called on Mr. Fol- 
ger, at his house of business, and assumed that the spirit of 
Matthias animated Jesus, but that at the second coming, he, 
Matthias, was animated by the Spirit of God, could forgive 
sins, and communicate the Holy Ghost to such as believed. 
And taking advantage of a circumstance, he said, " You see 
but one end of this sheet of paper, which is outside this 
draw, but I see the whole of it ; I see the end — and thus I 
see the end of all things." Folger thcTi states, that he be- 
came fully convinced of the'truth of Matthias, (and we be- 
lieve invited him to his house at Sing Sing, and that, too, 
much at the instigation of Mrs. B. Folger;) yet the next 
sentence begins thus : *' About the 20th of August, 1833, on 
our return (Mr. and Mrs. Folger's) from a short visit to New 
York, we found Matthias at our residence. He had been 
Ihere two days. He was an unexpected visiter, but we 
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. heard from his lips an account of his sufferings for the 

e of truth, and our minds being prepared by Mr. Pier- 

to receive him in the character he announced himself 

ing as dangerous to reject truth as to receive error, we 

ea him to stay over Sunday, expecting him to go on 

Iday." 

ich is the commencement of Mr. Stone's publication of 

and Mrs. Folger's narrative ; yet it will be remembered 

Mrs. B. FolgeT fetched Mattmas' clothes. 

L Mr. Stone's book there is at this place a line of stars, 



must endeavour to supply the place. The feict is, that 
. ••*, the lady whom we shall soon introduce, and is 
h abused by Mr. Stone, visited Sing Sing about this 
, for the express purpose of denouncing Mettthias, and 
ioning Mrs. B. Folger against the delusion. This, it 
ars probable to us, was inserted by the honestj of Mr. 
Mrs. B. Folger, but erased by the tact of Mr. Stone, 
saw that it was fatal to the previous part of the work, 
hich he endeavours to show, that Mrs. B. Folger was 
unfortunate dupe of Mrs. ***'s enthusiasm, being in- 
iced by her. We believe, then, that these stars refer to 
omission, for this fact is excluded from his book. We 
tot, then, compliment the honesty of Mr. Stone, nor even 
insdom, shining in * * * *. 

ur quotations from Mr. Stone's book must now be un- 
tood to be from the narrative furnished him by Mr. and 
. B. Folger. In page 153 they make the declaration, 
That every thing they have done, notwithstanding the 
mome scandal heaped upon us by the unprincipled, has 
I done under full conviction that we were doing right," 
his position we shall not dispute, at least for the pro- 
We shall remove the scandal, and supply /acf 5, and 

review the position: for several pages after this, we 
i the opinions of Mattnias, or his doctrines, founded how- 

on visions and &ncies, and supported by texts from the 
»hecies and other scriptures. These we shall pass for 
present ; every person can conceive of visions, and the 
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efieets of regarding them as realities or emanations from 
God. TlKxse, however, which bore upon cohdnct, we dkail 
notice, as illustrating the workings of the minds of tlis 
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le taught that all diseases were devils, and should be 
cast out as formerly by Jesus ; that wives were decoyed by 
&lse teachers to prayer meetings and church, and cnildraii 
to schools in the care of strangers, but that'God's plan was 
to place all in families. In page 164, the narrative states^ 

4 which is evidently principally written or indited by Mrs. 
Tolger,) that they were in good health generally, while 
Matthias was there. This she ascribes to the previous ad- 
vice of Dr. Paine, of New York, and plain food. It is how'* 
ever but justice to say, upon the authority of Isabella, Mat- 
thias, and some of Mr. Pierson's &mily, that improvements 
were made by Matthias, who banished pies^ and other super- 
fluities, but hved well ; and that he banished pills and medi- 
•cines, which Mrs. B. Folger had constantly used, before he 
came. 

In page 165, Mrs. B. Folger relates that in the winter of 
1834 she was sick; but we shall copy the exact words in 
this case. 

" On one occasion, in the absence of Mr. Folger, in the 
winter of 1834, Mrs. Folger was taken sick, but she was 
required to attend to her household duties as though i^e 
was well — she was not allowed to complain, but censured 
with savage severity because she looked ill. Her fever 
and distress, however, increased to such degree, that she 
could no longer keep about— and then he indulged in 
threats of torment, &c.,but she was so ill as to be indifferent 
to them— in the excess of her pain she put a little quik on 
the back of a high chair to lean her head against, but even 
this was seized hy Matthias, as soon as observed, and taken 
from her. She was denied any food whatsoever, but not 
craving it, she supposes that abstinence from food, a supply 
of cofiee^ which ne saw fit at last to allow her, with the 
hathing tf her feet in warm water, produced the tSecX^ vnik 
the Messing of the true God, to break her fever. She often 
looked to Mr. Piersoa, who saw her treatment, and he told 
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lier to be strong — that there wa$ no doubt that ihia waa the 
*w|tyr*'«tid woiud oftea exusourage her with assurattces that 
iKe were riffbt and had die truth. > 

** We had long been in the practice, by the adidce of our 
physician before namedf of using warm and cold baths, and 
we continued them after Matthias and his children, and ^e 
servants^ introduced by him, came into the fiunily. It no 
doubt wi^ beneficial to our health, and we believe that "Mfdr 
thiaa was himself satisfied of the &ct ; for when our use of 
the bath became known to him, he enjoined the practice 
upon all the &mily. It seemed to be something entireily 
new to the strangers who had joined us, and they telked 
much; about it — but there was no indecorous wasnihg, as 
has been rumoured. Mf s. Folger always had the assistance 
of her mother, or of a nurse who had been with us several 
yeora; and subsequently, afier she left, of one or the other 
of the servants introduced into the &mily by Matthias— -one 
o£ th^ was Mrs. Gralloway, and the other the coloured 
woman, for a long time previous, and still a follower of him. 

" Mrs. Folger always readily assisted any of the females 
in turn, when it was necessary. The bath-house vras in the 
north wing of the building, where the nurse and children— 
andf when Mr. Folger was absent, Mrs. Folger — slept. 
Matthias was quick to observe and improve upon little cir* 
cu^nstances* Soon after his visit commenced with us, the 
housekeeper^ in replenishing the pitcher in his room, car- 
ried up more water than the pitcher would hold, and poured 
the surplus in the wash-bowl. He observed it-7-said his 
spirit had directed it, which she had done well to obey^ 
and from that time he made it a law that all must wash lus 
OT her hands die first thmg in the morning. Many instan* 
ces of this kind, where he borrowed ideas and examples 
from others, could be named, and we would somedmea tell 
him so; lut he would argue the subject quite ingeniously-* 
showing that the action was by his spirit, and that we were 
indebted to him for the loan of it. Indeed, whatever was 
said or done in the community, that met his approval, i^9M 
by the influence of his spirit, sent forth by him. He couldi 
as he said, call his spirit out of any individual to give an 
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account to him, from any part of the world, in a mom^L 
This he called his omnipresence." 

The reader will observe that this extract is dated l%ii 
and consequently refers to a late period, although given is 
the beginning of the narrative; and though perhaps not 
meant to deceive, is certainly calculated to do so. The tick' 
ness here mentioned was that which accompanies child 
bearing, and the whole relation is admirably calculated to 
obscure, not explain &cts ; but as it refers to a later period 
in the history than that on which we now are, we mefdy 
beg our readers to retain the sense of this extract, till we 
have filled up the intermediate space in the narrative, bom 
the testi:nony of Isabella, which is very curious and inte- 
resting, and absolutely necessary to a proper explanktitui of 
this extract 

Isabella went to Sing Sing, as we have related, as one ci 
the party ; she had no wages, put in some goods, and had 
all things in common ; her regular employment was; how- 
ever, in the kitchen ; each member of the family had their 
regular province. Matthias was called Father, and certainly 
directed all, but did not interfere with the several depart* 
ments, when the appointments were once made ; so that this 
" all things in common," amounted to very little except a 
common table and greater familiarity. Isabella did the 
common work, Mrs. Folger assisted in the light work; 
Matthias did what he liked, while the farm was worked by 
ethers of the establishment. In fact, the family at this time 
differed in appearance very little from other well conducted 
families ; and new comers, such as Mr. and Mrs. Thomp- 
son, assisted according to their qualities ; he ia farming, she 
in needle work. Mr. Pierson, his daughter, a^d Catherine, 
also came to Sing Sing, and filled up their places according 
to their habits, he doing light work and amusing himself in 
the garden, or on the farm ; Catherine assisting Isabella in 
the kitchen, and the daughter engaged in light employmenti 
and chamber work. When, too, Matthias' fomily, mat is, 
his daughter and three sons, arrived, these also filled the 
stations they were fit for, assisted on the farm and in the 
fiunily, and partook of the produce. 
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Hit. B. Folger, when Isabella first went to Kmg _ 
18 not called ]|ftolber \ that title wa^ reserved for a speeiiQ 
oceasioa Isabella describes t&e appearance and man^rv 
if MmB* Fol^r as particularly &scinating, and.firorp tha 
fiM im, attention to M^thias was extreme. Mrsi.B. Fot- 
gjpi isilPt; i^perly a beautijiil woman, but extremely plea- 
8iii|^; .her complexion is light, features good, nose pitilni- 
n0Q^))HHith pret^, amber eyes, of great ' power, ^uad pretty 
chili L Jths form of her £u:e is long in the upper part onlv. 
and £er figure tolerably good; her voice is extremely soft. 
(Mid pfif tones insinuating ; gentleness is her apparent cha- 
imdeiriptici and innocence and harmlessness appears naituraL 
W» can ,therefore more easily account for the attachment 
wbkK )if atthias formed, which we are about to telate, and 
on .which iie shipwrecked his prophetic charactet, than we 
cvk$^t the attachment which she formed to him, and the 
tHifeme sacrifices which she made, and her perseverahce in 
6ti0aaiifkig ihe object of her choice, when so many difficulties 
preacnted .themselves, except upon the principles, that the in- 
lefiM^ npirit contained principles more active than the exter- 
naljappearance of Mrs. B. Folger warranted in supposing, 
aynd.^^ these principles obtained strength by the powerful 
~ of! frnaticism, which were here thrown on the side of 



paamon. 

. Jllrs. Folger, from the first, appeared oh each morning 
dreaaed with much taste, highly scented, and her first busi- 
ness .was to prepare the seat for Matthias ; his linen and 
clochea.were carefully aired, and when he appeared, in the 
kindest accents she would ask his wishes, thus: ^ Fatkert 
would you like this ? Father, will you have that ? Fstiker^ 
slmll.we do this ?" and so .oh ; but by the account of Isabelli^ 
St Was jike Corporal Trim's eloquence, more in the manner 
thanlhjB xpattej. We have been amused at Isabellk's at* 
tsmpl.to,iihitate the soil manner of Mrs. B. Folger, which 
was. certainly clumsily done^ and generally terminated in 
die expression, '' O, I can't do it," heartily enireased. In- 
desd^ fenbella's manners are what we think the reverse of 
Mrs. fi. Folger's ; she has shrewd, common sense, energetic 
joamiert, and apparently despises artifice; and if is even 
6 
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Mattliias' apparent candour and openness, which 
ted her; she does not conceive of such opennew wH 
base design. Of course we cannot write Mrs. B. 9fi§ 
tones, gentle inflections of the head, and bend of bodjr^^ 
yet when refined education is more common, the asaoM 
of musical notes with written langua^, may even efleetd 
in the present case, it must be conceived. 

Birs. B. Folger appeared particularly desirous of pkM 
Matthias, and apparently used an artifice calculated to ci 
this object, by accarding with his feelings and opifUMtm 
fori he had expressed them to her ; it was done thui^ j 
naps, without improper design. She would first leaniB 
IsabeUa, who had longer known him, his leelmM 
opinions on particular subjects ; these opinions and Mi 
she would afterwards express as her own, in his psem 
when of course he pronounced them very toise md 1 
correct^ felt highly gratified, and in his turn compiiaMi 
her upon the possession of the truth, the very spirii m 
he had. She too made the discovery, that they wtft 
tainly match spirits. We are obliged to mentiott tl 
things, for they alone explain what follows. 

At tins time Mrs. B. Folger began to make llattl 
night CAps ; she gave him also a large golden rin^. ' 
attentions at first paid to Matthias by Mrs. B. Folger, y 
these exceptions, were not more than other single and i 
ried females pay to handsome popular clergymen^ wl 
they regard as possessing, particular' gifts ; tor thiete 
served with the first and best attentions, and they only a] 
their influence in some cases, such as that of Avery, an 
gravated case. Within two n\onths after Matthias wa 
Folger's, Mrs. B. Folger stated to Isabella, that all tk€ 
ftrty (the house and farm) at Sing Sing belonged to Fat 
given at her request, as it afterwards appeared. laab 
however, had some doubts as to what these things W( 
lead ; she had, as she expresses it, her own thoughts ai 
'± From our listening to this coloured female, questioi 
her frequently, and often recurring to very curious 
doubtful subjects, we have discovered that she too, like ] 
B. Fdger, is not exactly whftt she seems. Thovgll I 
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in this state, sbe has African features, and no apparent mil* 

ture of blood ; she is not exactly bad looking, but there is 

nothing prepossessing or very observant or intelligent in 

iber 1m4b ; y^t throughout wc find her reflecting, ** dke had 

r her Qvm or private opinion on every thing;" and these 

i opinions of her men we have frequently found very correct ;. 

k yet she is not communicative, and if circumstances did not' 

• prompt her to toll all she knows, it would be difficult to get 

. atit 

At first, Matthias appeared only the recipient of Mrs. B. 
Folger's attentions, and he was unconsciously made to flatter 
her, when she presented to him his own opmious ; in these 
experiments, if Mrs. B. Folger made a mistake, and advan- 
ced an opinion or feeling contrary to his, with the authority 
L of the Father, he corrected it, when Isabella found that Mrs. 
^ B. Folger possessed a wonderful tact in backing out, ex- 
1 plaining away her meaning, and getting at last to mean just 
what I^Iatthias meant. She has given us, or rather we have 
f - extracted from her, a variety of amusing examples of this 
[ sort, but the detail would be trifling in point. Isabella had 
f her cion opinions of these things, and getting at her private 
^ thoughts, she said it nppearevi to lior, that the spirit which 
^ had occupied Mrs. Bolton, being foiled in its attempt upon 
Matthias in her person — (Matthias had rebuked the preten- 
k sions and conduct of Mrs. Bolton) — had left her person, and 
got into the more delicate frame of Mrs. B. Folger, that in 
that shape she might tempt him. We asked how such an 
influence over him could comport with his pretensions of 
professmg the spirit of the Father ? and she replied, like as 
David was tempted, who was after God*s own heart ; and 
Mattiiias was not more than David. Here we stopped our 
theological inquiry, to get at facts. 

During the progress of these things, Matthias and Mrs. 
B. Folger spent much of their time in conversation, a large 
portion of which consisted in telling each other their expe- 
rience, and it may be charitable to conceive that a great deal 
of self-fusion followed. As the conversations, though not 
private, were iete-d-tite, we have no right to know any 
thing about them directly ; all that Isabella can speak to. 
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mutaml expenence, after the manner of Methodivis ; btt iv 
imfe Beeasuiprised at atrmng at information of tj^ Jjfifw^ 
ili^ftance in illustrating tacts and chiitadter, that vi^SKl itt 
first appear impossible to reach. Thus we get at Hib liihiM 
oC' these conyerfinUions, not from Isabella, but from other per- 
tfons in the establishment, one of whom has known Sllitmias 
many years, to whom Matthias has related lacts, and pui vA- 
tare of some of these conversations, to explain and }iUN9fy)i& 
intimacy with Mrs. B. Folger, while Mrs. B. Folgtt hta 
done the same to other persons, to jnstify her intiihiBiciy with 
Matthias, and consequently explained much of theconyersa- 
tion that passed between them. • -^^ • 

Matthias, who, as Mrs. B. Folger observes, is not Mow to 
learn or to take 41 hint, must have observed the derotedness 
of Mrs. B.' Folger to him, and the advantage it j^ve him 
over her, if he chose to exert it. The basis was aJIready 
laid on boUi their .mr^; he had openly denied the coinmon 
marriages to be of God ; and she had had apparently, two 
years before, a vision about her married cousin haiHbig a 
noly child by Mr. Pierson, and being at home in his house. 
Here was the base work ; the superstructure was commenced 
when he went to Sing Sing, first by her extraordinary at- 
tentions to the Father ; he soon informed her that he had a 

« revelation before he came to Sing Sing, in whicH He had 
seen her as the Mother of the Institution he was kbo^t to 
raise ; so that when he did see her, he instantly recognised 
her as the object of his vision. He, too, was the master 
builder, and the proper person to select the most ^ftidtaUe 

.materials to build up the temple of the Lord. He, too, re- 
presented himself as Adam, the beginner of a neW' otder ; 
and where God made Adam, there was somewhere ah Eve 

'to be brought to light in the course of events. Thus th^ae 
things were gradually opened to Mrs. B. Folger; hh expe- 

^ence and revelations were re-reyealed to her, and iAte re- 
plied with her experience. These were the cohveriMtidns 
by day, and they were very naturally followed by dreams 
and revelations oy night ; and then again, each went to the 
Lord« wkh all humil^, to seek the interpretation of tkeie 
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thii^ and after the manner of Mr. Pierson, they received 
Tanooe answers, which must have consisted in other dreums, 
feelin^St or thoughts. Such is the explanation given 1^ 
Bli^ias himself to one of the inmates, of his whole course 
<xf wooing, and this person has confidence in the sincerity of 
j M ^ tt hiiug, and also in Mrs. B. Folger, with which we M 
present shall not interfere. We relate these things as fiicts : 
wc have compared this account with relations through Mf. 
Pierson, and other sources, for we have with a singular co» 
incidence had access to nearly all the party, with the means 
of extracting matter from each, separately, which, when the 
account accords with accounts from others, and the whole 
resolves difficulties, we conclude that we are correct 

Borne time after Matthias had been at Sing Sing, in 1333, 
Mr. Pierson getting something better of his fits, came to 
Sing Sing, but retained his house in Third Street, in care of 
a coloured woman named Julia, and still later in care of 
Catherine Galloway, holding the creed of Matthias, the 
young widow of Mills's serving man. This house was 
used by the party for their to^vn house, but towards the last, 
Catherine was much at Sing Sing, and the whole party were 
occasionally in Third Street. 

It must not be supposed that this ultra religious party, 
who had now veered off into ibllowers of Matthias, spent 
much of their time in long prayers, psalm singing, long 
preaching, and religious exercises. They were chiefly en- 
gaged in the farm, garden, and household emplovment. 
Matthias and Mr. Pierson were good and cheerful com- 
panions, discoursing indeed much about Scripture. Mrs. 
B. Folger had in her room a piano forte, and she and Mat- 
thias often amused themselves with it. They kept a hand- 
some carriage, and Matthias was frequently kindly, and 
eykn aflfectionately, invited to ride out by Mrs. B. Folger, 
in their carriage ; generally some of the children went with 
them, but these, when boys, frequently ro^e on the outside ; 
but on one occasion, Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger rode to 
Tairytown alone, bn the authority of Isabella, partially con^ 
firmed by Matthias, who thought he recollected once or 
more riding Jilone with her. lliis we extracted firom him,. 
6* 
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fir Im did noi appeitr Very desirous to'tiittuaukdifaf M the 
msH^BCt This fiict ia of no consequence, eic«ial'i3bt'% is 
is^^lkiay^denied by Mrs. B. Folget, in S&. m^'$UL, 
in ifaeee words : ""inno imtanct did Mrs/ Folg^erridi^'witk 
him- unaccompanied," and positivdy avowed ibylMbflla; 
]| was t>f consequence for Mrs. B. Folger to deny it; ftrrshe 
has suppressed other conflicting &cts; it is of Hq c^lnse* 
quence to us which is correct ; we liave the Whole! trtfllh to 
tell,and that single &ct is not essential to the geneiid Mth. 

External religious worship was graduall^r givenini^'^d 
cgaeulatory prayer substituted, while Matthias lectiuel ir- 
regularly at meal times. Matthias afterwards had a^ose 
carriage, and a beautiful pair of gray horses, given hitn. 

The following is the representation of the ground il(k>r of 
Mr. B. Folger*s house, at Sing Sing : .' 

A — ^Front Parlour. 

B — ^Back Parlour. 

C — South wing, Mr. Pierson's room. 

D — North wing. 

E— Hall. 

/— Dbors. 

4— Window. 

^-^Kitchen stairs. 

North River. 
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I 

i. 

iB 




New York Road. 
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Over die middle 'and north win^'were chambers; mUI 
ever' the eentte were garrets. Isahdla skpt kt tht^ji/Mk 
wiii|Mirith the children, and, when she fifst 'we»t;4eiew 
MrsTK Foiger sleptin the same room when Mx* B. Foiger 
was in New York. A reference will be made ta ^ese 
Toomtt presently. 

The afiectionate attention of Mrs. Folger increased, as 
she daily discovered that her spirit more and more aasimi* 
lafted to nis spirit, while he was loud in her praise, fox her 
wisdom, gentleness, purity, and other spiritual qualities^ 
which did hot excite any particular attention ; during wjiich 
time, large portions of the property, both of Mr. Pierson and 
Mr. B. Folger, were made over to Matthias, but it does not 
appear that they were legally conveyed ; Uiey went, how- 
ever, in his name ; it was his house and his coach, and he 
was preparing a temple for the Lord. He too, at one^ime^ 
made most ofthe purchases for the hoiise. 

The (^pinions of Matthias on marriage we have already 
noticied, and the previous opinions of Mr. Pierson and Mrs^ 
B. Folger. These opinions seemed to have weakened Ibe 
marriage tie, £>r Mrs. B. Folger gives an account of her 
being re-married by Mr. Pierson, in 1832» simply by each 
declaring that he or she took the. other for husbs^ or 
wife ; and she admits that she was aiterwiurds married by 
Matthias. This Matthias denies. He says^ rather, that bie 
admitted that they were man and wife,.. after Mr. Pierson 
had united them. Wc can scarcely credit this weakness ; 
yet the' fiict is as we have stated it, and the eiOTect must have 
been to weaken the tie of mfitrimony, because it assumes ta 
be based on a union of spirits : but we have recently been 
tracing the gradual approximation of Mrs^ B.Foleer's spirit 
to that of Muthias\ and we are not surprised to nnd that at 
length this lady discovered she ¥ras mistakeii; but wemust 
give all the &cts.. 

Late in the fidl of 1833, scarcely three months after Mat- 
thias* arrival at Sing Sing, on one evenixig, Matthias and 
Mrs. B. Folger remained in the parlour longer than usual ; 
the fiunily jS^i retired, except Isabella, and she entered the 
zoom to teke coals for the morning, when she found them 
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flitting neftr the fire place, intent in conversation, and sh 
felt l^ tkeir appearance, that she had intruded. Isabella 
however, went to bed, and Mrs. B. Folger followed in tbc 
■ame room, in the north wing. On the next evening, Mat' 
thias and Mrs. B. Folger were again in intense cimvem* 
lion, and the appearance of Mrs. B. Folger foroibly atroek 
Isabella, as she entered the room ; her eye^, a^ it were; 
flashed fire ; she found again that her presence was not 
wanted, and afler some careless remark from Matthias, she 
s^n went to bed, and Mrs. B. Folger followed. The ^J 
mer the next, Mrs. Folger went to New Yprk with Blr. 
Pierson, and took this opportunity to make a 9ingular dis- 
closure to him, which had occupied her mind some time, viz. 
that she was instructed by the Spirit that she ought to have 
Matthias for a husband ; that they were mtUch spirto, (a 
&vourite expression among the party.) This fact was sta- 
ted to Isabella afterwards, both by Mr. Pierson and Mrs. E 
Folger. Mr. Pierson received the declaration without as- 
tonishment ; his mind was evidently prepared for any strange 
revelations, and he was one who might be said to l>e greedy 
of belief The two notes, written two years before, upon a 
similar subject, and his own reflections on them, and his 
confidence in the purity of Mrs. B. Folger, and in the belief 
of the truths of visions and revelations, explain this sui^t, 
we do net say sufliciently ; it is so strange that it may be 
incredible to some, yet it is true, for subsequent events shovi 
it to be the only possible case. 

It appeared that Mrs. B. Folger's mission, at that lime, 
was to visit her husband, then in New York, and indiK^ 
him to give her up to Matthias, and to induce Mr. Piersor 
to second her monstrous proposition, and in this she sue 
ceeded. We must beg our readers' patience ; the suliject i 
so strange, so monstrous, so out of all course, and contrar] 
to experience and history, so comet-like, that we can acarcel] 
hope to carry the credence of our readers with us. That i 
wife should secretly betray her husband, is very possible 
such things have always been ; and that a clergyman, i 
pretender to holiness and inspiration, should secrcdy ebm 
hia influence, obtain the aflections of married women, ani 



llAitltATltB OF ISABSLLA. 



•:••* 



^miog tbem ima their husbands, is not only within the 
nnge of belief but a matter of &ict and record, which ham 
ml#ajfs^ folio wed the coarse of a wealthy clergy, gradvifiijr 
tbecomtng corrupt ; but that a virtuqus, respected, lUld aiiiiiii* 
ble kharined female, should deliberately undertake to in4u^ 
h^r husband to give her up to an inmate claiming to be veiy 
ihblyt and endowed with the Spirit of God, never before hap- 
pened, id bur knowledge, and stands unique m the history 
of the world, and therefore we scarcely expect credence, es- 
pecially when that husbaifid was of the same faith, was gen* 
uemiaily, humane, fond of his wife, even to excess, in good 
circQi93tances, had a &mily, and surrounded with domeslie 
com&i^ with the power to enjoy them; but if such a &ct 
is 80 incredible, if it is a new case in human society, or 
nearly so, there is the greatest necessity for a £iithfiil ac* 
counC a full, true, and particular account of such a phenome- 
non ; tracing as far as possible all the secret sources and 
motives of the mind. We do not then ask your i^redence in 
this monstrous fact; we only ask your patience till we 
have laid before you all our propositions, and the evidence^ 
both in testimony and in consequences, for it will be found 
that this belief is necessary to the explanation of &cts indis- 
putable, and quite as marvellous. 

Mr. Pierson and Mrs. B. Folger went to Mr. B. Folger^ 
and sticceeded in their strange and monstrous project^ duI 
not without a severe struggle, passion and distress of 
mind, on the part of the affectionate husband, and; we sus* 
pect also, from subsequent events, that a positive proiftisr 
was also given of a substitute, which, while it explains one 
part of die subject, renders another more difficult. The re- 
mresentation to him was, that it was the work of Qoi ; that 
Qod designed it ; that she and Matthias were match spirits ; 
that the Lord had shown her that she should take Fauier to 
be he^r husband ; and that she was to have a holy son. . Te 
ibdooe Mr. B. Folger to consent to this, we have reason to 
bdieTe, i^om fiicts afterwards to be established, that a bean* 
Cifiil * young daughter of Matthias, then supposed to' be a 
mai4 was promi^ to him, as a substitute j but Mr. Folger 
pNtended no vision ; he had no mat^ spirit with a persoft 
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lie kad nerer seen ; and though Matthias might have mxf- 
gested k, as a holy proceeding, Mrs. B. Folger must haw 
urged k, as gratifying to him, or not entirely from spiritusi 
motives^ and this strange mixture of spiritual credence and 
carnal, impulses, are found mixed up through the whole pro* 
ceeding9» and could only be conceived and practised in con* 
nexion with great fanaticism. It is this connexion of carnal 
feeling with spiritual fanaticism, which can alone explain 
the stnuige subject we ure now delineating. 

. We . dp not know the particulars of the treaty, or wluU 
took place at the interview between Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger 
and Mr. Picrson, from them, nor from Isabella, through 
them^ exdept tlie result and occasional expressions and con- 
Tersations of Mrs. B. Folger with Isabella, on the difficulty 
of her task. This was not made generally a subject of con- 
versation; but the &cts often came out in disputes; Init 
Catherine Galloway, who then kept the house in Third 
Street, where this scene took place, told all she knew on the 
subject to Isabella, which was, that ** there was a terrible 
to-do nearly all night," and that from the noise and tones, 
she discovered that Mr. B. Folger was afflicted with both 
grief and passion. 

Isabella did not know the object of the journey, but in 
about a week Mrs. B. Folger returned, and as the carriage 
was seen coming, the family had assembled in the hall to . 
receive her, and among the rest her children and Isabella. ' 
On former occasions, she would caress her children, as the 
first objects of her affection ; on this, she hurried across the 
path, rushed up the steps, passed her children, Isabella, and 
the rest, and, to the astonishment at least of Isabella, flew 
into the arms of Matthias, standing in the north wing door 
way, and he and she hurried into the chamber, and shut the 
door, where they remained at least half an hour alone. 
These facts render the occasional, or the single case of riding 
in the carriage alone, previously, an object of no conse- 
quence. Some time afterwards, on the Saturday, Bilrs. B. 
Folger went into the kitchen, appeared particularly happy, 
gave directions to have the house set in order, and an espe- 
cial direction to set the weat room (Mr. and Mrs. Folger^i 
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bed room) in order, and stated that she wotild tell ier (Isa- 
bella) something that would make her (Isabella) very glad. 
Slie. also had made up three new chemises, whhoul name; 
aiKt gave out a new shirt and night cap to wash,;jdutt had 
been previously made with care, while the wristband of 
the shirt was carefully set with edging. This excited 
some surprise in Isabella, as it was not the tivuhr wash- 
ing. The same day she set out for New York, promising 
to return on Saturday. 

On Saturday, Matthias took the carriage and went to 
Tarrytown to meet the boat, and brought up Mr, and Mrs. 
B. Folger, and Mr. Pierson, and on their arrival,. and in the 
presence of Mr. Pierson, Mr. B. Folger solemnly gave his 
wife into the hands of Matthias, to be his, Afettni^, wife, 
for the future, in the name of Ann Desbrosbk, and re^ 
nouncing her as his ^vife. On the same night Matthias and 
Mrs. B. Folger slept together in Mr. Folger's former bed 
room ; and ^om that time forward Matthias and Mrs. B. 
Folger lived within the house avowedly as man and wife^ 
while Mr. B. Folger slept in the room formerly occupied 
by Matthias. 

Previous, however, to the parties retiring to rest, the 
uxorious fondness of Mr. B. Folger appeared to revive, and 
he seemed to wish some token of kindness from her. In 
the hall, and in the presence of Isabella, he followed his 
wife about, who evidently avoided him, and in the moa^ 
plaintive tone, he exclaimed, " Ann, Ann," while she re- 
pulsed him at every point. He endeavoured to catch her 
by the hand, but she withdrew it, and in stem accents ex- 
claimed, •* Benjamin, behave yourself" He attempted to 
lay hold of her person, when she pushed him away with 
force, and he sunk on a chair, while she escaped precipi- 
tately to her room. So pitiable did Mr. B. Folger look on 
this occasion, and so much did Mrs. B. Folger^s sternness 
excite Isabella's feelings, that she looked upon Mr. Folger 
with the greatest pity, surprise, and sympathy, and in the 
relation of these fects, used a most expressive, but coarse 
comparison, for she is uneducated, and was brought up on 
a form : ** My God," said she, " when I saw the manner be 
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waa treated, my anser rose, and when I saw him Iwog ^ 
the chair, I thought he looked like a dog with mm tu 
ainged, or one drawn through a gutter; and I eovid nil 
Mp pitying him." We must, however, remind oos n 
ders^ that Mr. B. Folger h&d formally given up UK WmIi 
jfatth"»^t and this apparent sternness on her pait,^ti^» 
m painful exercise ot philosophy. To have indiiijg;^;n 
limdiiess of Mr. B. Fo^er, would only have incr^EMiii'in 
proper desires in those circumstances, and have kd t& jhi 
4her importunities. 

From that time Mrs. B. Folger was called MQTHSB 
How the parties slept, we have not the means of knoWng 
but they sdl appeared for inspection at the breakjftisf tabli 
Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger in high spirits, al^vff] 
loving ; while Mr. B. Folger, in the eyes of IsaheHa, wa 
treated with neglect by his late wife, and his spirita mai i{ 
peaiance were necessarily affected. 

Were we writing a tragedy, or a fiction founded on 'ftdi 
we i^uld leave off here ; but this would leave a wrong id 
pression of character, for miserable as we may suppqae 111 
B. Folger passed the night of his separation from llJtii wifi 
and miserable as he appeared on that evening, following hi 
wife and spumed from her, and in the morning at ttiiewdf 
he had joys in store, at least in anticipation, and perhapi 
could we hear him tell the tale separate from fanatical feel 
ings, he would, in his story, say that he had exchanged i 
wife ibr a maid, in prospect, young, plump, fresh comurec 
and pretty, though certainly not possessed of those highl; 
feminine qualities which rendered Mrs. B. Folger so ^ 
tractive. We are aware that these remarks may remove, i 
aome measure, the sympathy which we might otnervHsefec 
for him, but they are correct. 

Isabella was not present at the ceremony of the tnoisfa 
of Mrs. B. Folger to Matthias, in the name of Ann pel 
brofise, nor waa there scarcely any ceremony on the snlf^ 
the fects were related by Mr. Pierson to her, and also h 
Mrs. B. Folger, or rather Mother, as she should hencefort! 
be called. This was the grand story which was to i^ 
Isabella pleased, but which Matthias observed would poaa 
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Igb her-sony ; and when infonned of wliatliad Inkeft 
n the day of the union, and that she was now uinited 
Ufaias, and should take her station, (Mother,) witk 
bmplicity, Isabella asked, ^ but are you going to sleep 
im f" to which was replied, " yes, certainly." Tlieacv 
ler questions, led to explanations, and the snbjd^t waf> 
irds one of frequent conversation between It^bella and 
\ the one asking questions, and the other replying; 
[sabella *« had her own thoughts about the matter," as 
[iresses herself 

n investigating this subject thoroughlly, we discover 
[rs. B. Folger had long wished for this union, and 
e ascribed the feelings of desire which she admitted 
d strongly felt, to God. Matthias, too, attributed simi- 
lings to God, in an acknowledgment to a friend of 
Mrs. B. Folger really supposed, or at least appeared 
1 that Isabella should suppose, her something supe- 
other women, just as she supposed Matthias superior 
r men, not only in holiness, and as recipients of the 
jrhost, and of the Spirit of God, but in bodily qualities 
She claimed to be a virgin, and conside;ea herself 
more than woman, or Mr. Folger less tlian man, and 
)d that she received no satis&ction from the one, and 
atis&ction from the other, and offered some physical 
i why she should be a virgin, and yet have children, 
she attributed to extraordinary circumstances on pax^ 
occasions, and after &sting. We do not, however, 
1 to understand the physical power claimed or derived, 
we understand the mystical: we regard the whole •» 
nation, or the doctrine of visions or dreams, supposed 
emanations from God. We believe Mrs. B. Folger 
D more than woman, and Mr. B. Folger not less than 
■d the whole a self deception, or an attempt to deceive 
and to offer excuoes for what those not instructed by 
iiii, called errors, fiiults, or crimes. 
. B. Folger, too, admitted that she made the apidka<' 
Matthias: thatin so doing she had takeniM a er^u f 
sd to him, in conclusion, precisely the words she had 
If wed in tha note to Mr. Pierson, " If I ha^ dottP 
7 
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wrong, please to forgii^e me." Matthias said **liam|i^ 
tljink of it," and took the next day to consider it» aiid.ti^q 
replied, ** Follow the dictates of the Spirit." We mMMfr • 
this took place on the two nights of close conversatioQ M(^, 
noticed, which preceded Mrs. B. Folger's applicatibii toi b»:. 
husband ibr a disunion. 

Strange as this may appear, and strange it is, yet .of the 
explanations, this is tne most reasonable, or rather, Uie ](eaiR 
vihreosonable. 

' That Mrs. B. Folger should place her affections ooJMa!^. 
tliias, is no more than thousands of women do on ^iffiittf^ 
who might abuse them. The previous notes of Mm B«: 
Folger to Mr. Pierson, shows a state of mind susceptiUe o^t 
these subjects, and suggests the manner of doing it : f^rrth^ 
tions were made to Samh and Abraham, and why not^sbe 
wpuid suppose, to herself? and if a revelation, tll|en.B». 
sliam^ This seems to be the position taken ; and that mtff . 
b^ doz^ and said under the sanction of God's will revjealel 
which could not be thought or spoken o( without .Biidh. a 
Irnowkdge, or supposed knowledge. 

' Matthias, it appears, did not apply to Mr. Folger to gire 
up his wife, and wo can scarcely conceive that such aa afh 
plication could be made without . the conviction strikitiff the 
person applied to, that the applicant was a knave ana iiqi 
postor. besidi>s, in the after pails of this narrativie, weahaU 
find Matthias justifying himself^ by saying to Mr. Fo^dr, 
•^ Did 1 ask for your wife ? Did you not give her up to nip 
voluntarily ?" and appealing to Mrs. B. Folger for the tznlk 
•of his statenrent We do thiink, then, distinct from l|he. frvi- 
^ence we have received, that Mrs. B. Folger sotight this . 
Pinion, and projected the means ; or at least we do nql M 
the wLote \)lame on Matthias, unless it shall be showi^,thit 
h<; wais all kna\'e and carnally minded, while she wui.ttus . 
victim of his winning ways; and that the stenuieBf»^;Jtff . 
eharoder ibrbids. 

When Matthias was in town for a single day,. kcik}4 
heard' bf our intended work, and called to make acilRit M^ 
quirieei . We took that oraortunity to obtain frof^^h^j^-. 
qo tf ra [ wtiop of the matend pointa, whkl\ Ke gjurM ^Uii- 
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>#e>>'ttiiiiiot say Tcry readily ; he however only hcsK^i^ a 
fttdi^ itad did hot deiiy any met we put to him. 
. "^l^iii few days, the party retumea to New York, leavjlta^ 
"Vf.-I^enion'with Isabella, on which occasion, he ga^e Ki* 
"kenfioii of Mrs. B. Folger's previous joumey. To hixn' k 
waa chiefly a spiritual affair ; he regarded the whole v^ a 
rentes light, and considered it the work of God. Yet Mr. 
PieiMm, too, it appears, had a partiality for Mrs. B. Folger, 
anii ^metimes expressed an opinion, thai he t .ought hj?» 
Rniit -would hare matched her's very well ; but this we be- 
lieve waa after his disappointment with the lady before are- 
ferred to, who gave him a prompt and positive denial, at tha 
same time telling her husbcmd, and treating the subject a« 
the Tagaries of a mad man. 

. In a few weeks after the union of Matthias and Mrs. B. 
Polger, Mr. Folger set off in search of his promised spou^. 
(tte had indeed a substitute in the interim, of whom we 
shall apeak afterwards.) We find in our notes, that Mrs, 
B; Folger had informed Isabella, that Matthias' daughter 
had be«ft promised to Mr. B. Folger. The account given 
in Mr. Stone's book runs thus : 

** Matthias was anxious to have his family with us for 
flORie time before they finally came. Mr. Folger was un- 
willing to go for them, and suggested that Mr. Matthias 
flhould go, with the carriage and horses, but he declined for 
reasons knoim only to himself At length Mr. Matthias' 
tad Mr. Pierson's continued tirgency prevailed, and Mr. 
Fol^t took his son with him and went to Albany, with the 
carnage, for his wife and children. He found them in re- 
ddced circumstances, and barely able to obtain a support. 

■ He gave Mrs. Matthews whatever means she asked for, to 
clothe the children with Avarm clothing entirely — bougjit 

■ aeteral articles and presented them, and gave her money fpr 
her own purposes. Mr. Folger was instructed by MatthiuK 
before he left home, as he understood him, incase anj thin^ 
.iAioiild prevent any of the family* from coming before tBe 

^^epnng, to have them comfortably provided for there un(il 

' mat iime ; and in conformity with* this direction, Mr. Folger 

•jMiR&ieed to remit to Mrs. Matthews thirty doUan o& t&f 
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Cnt of .each inontb. for the support of hereelf and jmxnmft 
ehild, alx>ut fiVe years old — as she determined not to go Ee^ 
seizor send the youngest child, until sprint: but on npoit- 
ing the promise to Matthias, he said he had be^i InimlMe^ 
stood, and totally forbade any money being sent her — that 
she was a wicked, lying devil, unworthy of any fiiTOur. 
|lrs. Matthews gave into Mr. F.'s charge four of die ehild- 
len — a daughter and three sons. The daughter bad been 
married about a month previous, to a young man Oj the 
name of Laisdell ; but for some reason, never explained, ibis 
was concealed from Mr. Folgcr by the mother and the hus- 
band, or he would have felt it his duty to have had the hus- 
band accompanied the children, or to decline taking the 
daughter. Mrs. Laisdell mentioned her marriage in the 
course of conversation on the journey. The boys were 
somewhat ungovernable, and having been rather exposed at 
Albany, their manners were not as good as could hays been 
desired, so that with four boys (including his own aon«) and 
Mrs. Laisdell, he found it quite a burdensome expedition, 
and excited much remark on the road, which was truly un- 
pleasant." 

Mrs. Matthias, in her book of " Matthias, by his wife,** 
gives an account of Mr. B. Folger's arrival at Albany, and 
her surprise, for she had heard that Matthias w^ deed, as 
before stated. Mrs. Matthias was pleased both with the ap- 
pearance and liberality of Mr. B. Folger, and finding. he 
was known to some persons in Albany, and considered re- 
spectable, she consented to send her family, by the advice of 
some of her friends, as she says, to see now matten were, 
but declined going herself, not liking his doctrines. Mra 
Matthias, however, suppresses some curious fiicts, which 
occur at this time, and which illustrates character, and among 
the rest some kissing. Mr. B. Folger had presented Mat- 
thias' daughter, who was named Isabella, with a riding 
habit of Mrs. B. Folger's, and to this he added a gold watch, 
and when adorned ^vith these articles, Mr. B. Foifi^er kiM^ 
her, observing, that she looked much like his wife. Tlii» 
kiss Mrs. Matthias turned into a joke, perhaps to satiify-ike 
jtufmg woman's husband, who we believe .was —— 
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Mm Matthias, indeed^ though she omits the kissing, 
knowledges she ohserved Mr. B. Folger eye her daughter, 
aod therefore asked him if he was a married man, and on 
the assurance that he was, imputed his attentions to honour* 
ble motives; she says, too, that she told him that her daugh- 
ter was married; hut the reverse appears to be the cose. 
Mr. Laisdell, the hasband of Matthias' daughter, assisted in 
getting the party ready, tied up their boxes, d&c, and, in 
conclusion, kissed his wife at parting, which we are assured 
by a Mr. Thompson, known to the party, that Mrs. Matthiait 
again excused as a joke, and even statc*d to Mr. B. Folger, 
that he might think it i^trange that the young man should 
kiss her daughter, but he was her lender. Thus for a very 
shallow motive, she assisted in the delusion. We believe 
this correct, because it accords with another fact, of which 
we hare abundant proof, and with the silly cimning of the 
mdher, of which we have since had abundant proi^ alsa 
The daughter lias declared to several persons whom we 
have aeen, that soon after the jouraey had commericcd, Mr. 
B. Folger inquired who that young man was who had 
kissed her, when, for the first time, she informed him that 
he vras her husband. The fact is, the mother e>'idently 
concealed the marriage of tlie daughter, either b(M:ause she 
was ashamed of the connexion, and had some vague idea^ 
about the wealth and respectability of the Folgers, from 
which she hoped some advantage ; whilt> the husband shared 
in the bounty of Mr. B. Folger, and evidently ^vinked at the 
delusion. 

The account of tlie journey, fts given by Mr. Stone, i^ 
pernaps true, as far as it goes, but there are some important 
omissions. Mr. B. Folger^s son and Matthias' boys were 
sent in the stage, except the younger, John, about eleyen« 
Tears old ; he travelled with Mr. B. Folger and Mrs. Lai** 
oeilft the daughter of Matthias, who, it appears, without the 
fiuther's knowledge, had been married. This little boy, Igid, 
flkpl on the xoad, in the same room with Mrs. Laisdell; or 
in Ike same bed. On this occasion, Mr. B. Folger, duriiig 
the nigte, came into Mrs. Ijsisdell's room, and remainea 
i;; in iict, ooounitted adukexy with her, in the comn^ft 
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AecepCalion of the word ; nor do we believe that Bfir. B. Fot 
ger, on this occasion, believed he was prompted tolhlsbj 
any vision or good spirit, for he acknowledged it as a Jbut 
lo Matthias, aler his arrival, which sort of aekxib1li)«dd^ 
ments, it appears, he was in the habit of miitkin^ to fhd A- 
iker as a part of the svstem. We extracted this c^bfeonon 
from Matthias himseff, when excusing himsdf for' 8<Mne 
part of the transaction, and whipping his daughter^ He 
eaid to us, " that before he knew sne vras married, tluit Car- 
riage was virtually annulled by the act of her's and'Fotoer's 
on the road," which we have just explained. Mr. 5. rol- 
ger 'had also named it to Catherine GraUoway, and she of 
course to Isabella. Mr. B. Folger said to Catherine^ that 
he liked Johnny, because he had never mentioned Che &ct 
of his having gone into his sister's room ; but the dild has 
since mentioned it to his mother, and his mother t0 tui di- 

, lectly. We know that Mr. Folger knew she was'ionarHed 
then, but we do not know if the child slept in the same bed 
with them, which, if he did, it supposes a grossness ui^i^^ 

. cable by any visions, dreams, or spiritual influencesL We 
do, however, suppose that he had explained previdudy the 
object of his mission ; and he might plead the sacxiSoe he 
had made for her, and he was no doubt goaded by paarioiH 
independent of the spirit. From this fact, and vuious 
others, Mr. Folger appears to us decidedly amoroofli, aad 
therefore we are more surprised at Mrs. Folger's picfiMnce 
ibr Matthias, and neglect of him. The sequel A&¥rt, Uia, 
that Mrs. Laisdell was fond of him, and that he waa.'ii geat' 
ral fiivourite among females who knew him, and iatferiy* 

, even his wife explained away objections. 

On the return of the party to Sing Sing, Mrs. LalbdeU 
hved with Mr. B. Folger as his wife, with the Itnomledg^ 
of her father, (Matthias,) Mother, or Mrs. B. Folg^V iv. 
Pierson, Catherine Galloway, and IsabeUa. It mM JbW 
have been known indirectly to many others. 

On this return of Mr. B. Folger with the fiufnilt <f.^9^' 
thias to Sing Sing, the beating of the daughter fojIJQfiraLisr 
wliich he was afterwards convicted of an Assault leaner 
ib. Btmtf nor Mrs. Matthias gives a correct iK^bikbriif Vfo 
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^taUtng. Mn. Matthias, in her book, page 34, intimates that 
litAr dai^hter was beaten to compel her to take Mr. Bw Fol* 
' ger, or nuher .compounds this reason with another, her hn* 
p^Maence to Matthias, and especially to Mrs. B. Polgen 
t^IibBishe refused to call Motner. Mrs. Matthias knows 
th$t thiflf iiS incorrect ; she knows that she indeed urged her 
daugbtei''; when at White Plains, to make this charge, W 
that she' refused, alleging that she was beaten for ixx^perti- 
nenee only, and for not calling Mrs. B. Folger Mother. Wc 
have aeen several persons to whom the daughter has thus ata- 
ted the fact This was her evidence on the trial, and this t)ie 
fltatement she gave to Mr. Western, the counsel for Matthias. 
The daughter of Matthias wanted no beating to go to Mr. 
B. Fplger ; she was decidedly fond of hfm. On the very 
day dhe was beaten, Mr. B. Folger had made his cox)fe»* 
'«ions 10 Matthias of having slept with his daughter on the 
Toad.^ Matthias in the afternoon assembled the children of 
the longdom (the family) in the front parlour, and ma^ea 
proper representation to them, stated that this act of .Mr^ B. 
Folger and his daughter on the road, had virtually ann\4led 
her marriage with Laisdell, and that as they were fond of 
each other, and in &ct could not be kept apart, and submi^ed 
h whether it would not be better to sanction their umon. 
Mrs. B.^ Folger was asked first, then Mr. Picrson,then Isabd- 
bu then Catherine Gralloway ; all assented, or answered in ^he 
dSirraative. Catherine Oralloway, however, answered very 
fifinttr ; she had indeed some reason to be dissatisfied. Mr. 
B. 'ledger and Matthias' daughter needed no driving to> 

Ssther; she having pai^d the first step, evidently preferred 
e change. The polished nuanners, kind treatment, and 
rich ifiress furnished by Mr. B. Folger, were more agreea- 
Ue lo her. than the comparatively rude manners of her hu9* 
Wiili. whose cjaiicns to her fidelity were certainly not of the 
iUiit ^rder. Matthias confirmed some of these facts to mew 
Wj^KCmt Idsowuig what other evidence we had. 

^If it be asked why Laisdell has not prosecuted Mr. R 
iMgtef , We only kiiow, that the mother of Mrs. LaisdeiL 
Ifiitlhiin^ wife, informed us, that Laisdell has received giiis^ 
•tier kaifwing the frct» and conieciuently deprived himself 
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if legal redress, besides other positive diflqualifying i 



Now let us take a retrospect of the party before ^ 
ceed. Our great object in communicating these fiict 
public, was to show the extent of Credulity, and to a 
what proportions animal feelings could mix with ap: 
and in feet, what deeds might be done in the name 
Lord; and, at the same time, to apportion to cacl 
share of the blame, according to their deserts, and to 
those who were unjustly blamed, or blamed to an in: 
extent The latter object must be yet deferred, becai 
inferences can not be drawn till the whole facts are I 
fore the public. On the first object we can now dra> 
eonclusion. In the name of God, and under the as 

Cidance of his Spirit, Matthias procured the posses 
ge property, both of Mr. Pierson and Mr. Folger, i 
eeived the wife of the latter into his bosom, and she a i 
of a gentle spirit, with a family, livings in the aflccti 
her husband, and respected by her friends. But M 
is already reputed an impostor by some, and inac 
others, and that may be considered an answer, as iai 
IS concerned. We will therefore let him pass, till w« 
his portrait. 

Mr. Pierson has been kindly admitted to be partly i 
and he too may go, together with Mr. Mills. Then w 
Mr. and Mrs. Folger, both regularly converted, the < 
ieast religiously brought up, both moral, benevolet 
apparently sincere, pious, and extremely zealous, wes 
h^ven with prayers and singing loud hallelujahs, l 
tive members of various religious and charitable inetit 
and unspotted in the world : yet the one, the fair f 
eeeks to detach a pious, childless friend, from her hu 
and, in the name of religion, to cause her to have a b 
her friend, Mr. Pierson, a holy son it is true. 6he 
wards allows her affections to centre on another mai 
her husband, and carefully nourishes the passion 
•another woman would suppress, and seeks to have a c 
him, also a holy son, and the desire itself, or the hist 
ilesh, is ascribed to be God. She concocts the mei 
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Mpundon firom her husband, and yet living with him in the 

'iUM houieb and in the interchan^ of ciyilities, and indeed 

' acta of kindness, as will afterwardb appear, and in the name 

<if Godflucceeds in getdng her husband to givQ her up, ia 

bar Busden name, to his guest, a spiritual instructor, as> 

cUmiag snperior holiness and power ; and this is deliberateljr 

iixmeit m the presence of witnesses ; efiecting this, howerer*. 

by ttfowals that she would not liv^ with her legal husband 

any longer, and yet making no charge of conjugal neglect 

agaiast him; declarin,;' afterwards that she was not his 

inle^ and this, too, in the iace of his children, one of whom 

must be ten years of age, or more. Her new husband is 

then taken to her old bed, while her former husband is still 

living in the house, and soliciting acts of kindness like a 

JEnrer, which, as it will appear, are partly granted and partly 

refiwod. And all this is done in connexion with religion. 

While her legal husband's property, too, by her previoua 

advice^ is put into the hands of her lover, or new husbuid, 

lor the ^ory of God, and, as Mrs. B. Folger declares, with 

the wmaciousness of doing fight Now, separate these acts 

from this consciousness, and they must be regarded as im* 

moral and destructive to the happiness of society. 

In Bifr. Folger we have a moral and a respected man, a 
man of business and virtue, whose virtue is strengthened by 
religion, and conversion under a regular minister ; who joins 
m cnurelk, oi which he becomes a consistent and zealous 
member, and one who serves Grod by constant attendance at 
hia house, or the church, and in acts of charity, and espe- 
cially those connected with the soul ; nay, up to a late pe- 
riod, he becomes the patron and chief support of a Sundays 
School in his vicinity ; yet this man, consistent with his 
c ei w tti i on, in perfect sincerity, which we do not doubt, gives 
np his wife, the mother of his children, some of whom are 
mrge^ into the arms of another, and in the name of God en- 
gages to take the virgin daughter of the man to whom he 
gifea his wife ; but in the intermediate time commits fomi* 
eatioii with another, as will be shown. He then goes to 
Alhaaj lo bring a femily to his establishment, inclwnng hii^ 
new wife; her, he finds a married woman, sooft 
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',4liM! they commenced theii journey; yet in spiles 
knowledge, he proceeds on his course, the fi aMilyj 
wardiKl by the stage, except his intended and her j^ 
farother, a lad about ten years of age ; and in the wfli 
Folger commits adultery with Mrs. Laisdell, ^ritlia 
either m the same bed, or in the room; but it is dopa 
name of God, for he joins Mrs. B. Folger in the deck 
Ihat they have done only what they considered righl 
aflerwaru deliberately lives with this female^ izmec 
mally takes her for his wife before witnesses, who hi 
attached to him, and he resists her return to her legi 
band, till compelled by power to give her up. We 
tleny the sincerity of Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger, but ti 
must come to the conclusion, that conversion is no pro 
against crimes, and that any degree of grosshess is €c 
ble with sincere religious profession, and the mbsi 
practices and appearances ; or that fanaticism is com 
with any degree of laxity of established morals. Oi 
guage is pernaps strong, but not stronger than fiurta i 
published, and yet to be published, will justify. 

Of Mrs. Laisdell, we shall say nothing. She i8;'wi 
inexcusable; but we do not know that what she d 
did in the name of God ; and therefore her's is an m 
case. 

Of Isabella, we have as yet nothing to say ; she I 
her own story, and has not accused herself Mr. 8t|i 
proved nothing against her, and y§t he must have a 
he could, as he wished to prove her the most wicked 
wicked ; and the assertions of an anonymous pampl 
fiilse, and do not deserve even to be referred to,beciatb 
are anonymous. Isabella, however, is candid eiia 
say, that if she has escaped the peculiar pollution 
threatened to affect the whole community at Sing Sii 
she believes she owes it to circumstances, as much 
thing — iflhe is near forty, not handsome, and colouiei 
at one time the spirit which affected the head, was iai 
and threJEitened thie whole body. She says it pleaaedf 
preaerre her, as no match spirit w"S found in thft 4M 
nent for h«r. 
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Othw^membeia have scarcely yet been inlroclueol, mi 
htX reliUins to be told i> about aa cniious as what wi; tiiriii'" ' 



Ws tsn BOW to show the proceedings from the ouunoC 
J f j j hh J M trtth His. B. Folgei, which happened early in the 
wmerof 1933, to the present time, including the particnlnt 
ot'iMi Fienon's death, Mrs. Folger'a sieknesa, child hcM- 
ing, mfi-ctald birth. To this we expect to add a serie* of, 
poilnilii or description of characters forming this singular 
gnnp. 

G. VALE, 

tt l«e**lt SattU Tnchcr of ihi Atu dniciullni on «-«—■«-. 
ind EdUor orUigCUHB or ths WhU 



M MfaiBil anaml bctwsen MHiihiu ud Plenun, whJk 
teDaWVatiUbaal ^«> Uu fdUoninf tntTf la Mr. Fi< 

,Udti*prapsre<luiilhtTc tttrj needrbl iin lod wiHdom." 
Ibtli WB And uudher «nTi7, ftupponsd (o bt diclared \jy flu 






"MmH* Qfctlhli) no mare mnaej." 

W» a^ttM lUl ■ubjtct, Ihcwihii there appeared t myileri In 11, wMck w 
VOoM all Mlwra,uid»e (nndlhc ncnllun of i tubjnt of wlikhwe wmu 



id lbs iicXoUhtmppBxtbtt, 

M flaj DO mora. Tht hct ta ' 



^l^n^^UrE WW no qnutel, tml be ma nnd ofprcachEiw. u ve Inra fms 
IbC "ViuActlicn, wtio knew hlta «>U, ud Ihenftra tUly iDai^nBd Uu( )■• 
SplifldnMHlUmMcnamcblidiifv; (■dcbtn opwMd br MwhlM, ■«> » 
•ytmwiea By Mn. BdIioo, who remmad her task orkKUnf op tinrei^ eul« 
^■jB MHclxd IhD biitriKUon of lb> apfrtt to eortall U Hnl, and thro Mm (h* 
mpllML We haifl lines kcq Mr. Hum, wIid fiiniiibrd IheM dUBlaiiihsd rap- 
pUea>Mllr.nerB>n'»u«uni,UHlrellrTedllUtbisswbendlMr«iw«d. Wsbva 
■bo tgaktu lo HUthiu on (be nibjM. «rho nurel; mnwked, thai " Ptvani fcr 
■tlaMlaakaiTpl*i)«,uii became thrFaiber', ha ma miitakeB, bia ha had ** 
pcnawlaMahuidft W* had no enaiTel, bull had U aiibmlt Ibr • Ubk" IU- 
Oiiaa mm. fratn thta Um Hr. B. Folfar manaHd Iha lain mowj trantttfa af 
<IIt. nariM; IhK he after QiM rntaa tad aoOAwWils nfth aueh acaninli^ 
nil Mwi|il|i of aBBpllea broke as the bouaekeepiEa al Ckrkloi BineC Ha^ 
. Ihlia BiM Ibr a Ibw dija to ■ Mr. Boulbcrknd'a, b Srecowleh Street, aad-aiw- 
' naidth^Bd al ■ hotel near the Bu>«t, wtulc tiabella went to Ur. WkMnX ■ 

!B dmatOE. ta Canal •treel, iDd al that Uaie lailaled Huihhu rrem hrr eanjlnp 
OutwMa pertod, Katthlai mnlhaied all ih» appeatame of wtntttat, itlaf 
NjU^kaWwH Iha Lard-a win, bUlhal lie would brtBf Um IhmA 1^^ 
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li B UdT BOW mMkH M OrMsr Bij, la ohleb h*r haifeMi Mt 
ki lb* bcH or ihe cbolenk Khair ihcj hm rrmalsed «•«■ bm* 
■f*^ auimnaded br bcnailU accBarr. Thii bouac I* t^ftt tm- 
ran eamlnt. and (ha huaband, a rslaUoa of Mr. B. Micr, aiiliila 

111 mil r I"". II I] litiliitl 

; fcr axardas uid auuiiiicDi j Uu lidj aqually hoapltablaaf <•■ 
pleaalu wpaaranee, lUtrary. aad ptou but MUwut yjaiTji 
laaat lolwT ainsBniKis and canTmairM. BUK aa UM tiBBMal 



T mppeaiBBRa and CObT«aairHi. 1 

.- „ -^ " ftcdiiu Ihalr chickeni, and looUnc altei 

■J, 1.^ iB fcei, laUrad Som f " ->..-.— .«. — .--.- 

ha* teniii >••*>»•<» ml " 
AoiWita 



air chickeni, and looUnc alter Ihclr Dlfa Bfri Kl4 
I Uw voiM, duilna the whole pnMlhlBffiB 
wd jet an AtT^ni^ baton IhanMMvK 
ubicchand Uiebdf cbuaudwtthba&cwaMV- 

. „ ^j'Bind ri I rill B ril|i|-| iMnia^H ii|i[ 

•laHBDdBomiiimnRant cnaduet. Pindinf dlacnnanccalBltr.SlaaarBbaolL 
•BMa*abMci,aiK]>dKiiledl7bad»fllaf tiwBRlBUra. -', wa rMMMd d 
WBBaMiJJK.andaon^tui tmirvlew Htfli Uila ladr. awl tad thai A« Mirlf 
dutea hMolM: Barofihs peioUar ecnIliDcnU aTHr. FIcraHLand ••■(; ai> bT 
~Tr-Ta«nrr'Tr <<> her. That ihe ma placed *I the head ofmltM^ atth 
■riltcbaha waa connected, we can eaail; cencplve, from herjood aeBBSBB4MB» 
itar aHalBBtnli. Initearl, however, of pnoHnlng Ihe deluikm wbtch Mr. FleraoB 
aad Mr. Hd Mr*. H. Fnlnw Fell lata, aba miutd hare nanlned ih«B,a>da*- 
(aB* Ttaked Bin* Htng br Ibu pacpaw. Shew** nereraawnbarafaBvathM 
aa> ■ faaalar ^nrdi, aad ii Bow a membn of Uu BiplM cbBnb alT>iMii 
WV- Aaaenr didbeliinahiUu diiHt leu-hingDf [beepMt.M<*«fcatt 
^m I laiiiBiiii onbdoaof ibaaancULrnf ihedabbaih, andibe *acrailaHB«f oar,. 
ikg*. The lumilB which Hr.StoDehaiftlalfied^ieTwcehBUf^MtaBM 



idPHtibiUw , 

tte KAfaal, Ihat Hia. Fnaeea Fofeei 
'-'-IT, and that ahe ha* Dwal cf nalnh 



■It raaaon to repeal MarhnlK IB Ifa^aK 

, , , .„. lii]odfnv«itandi™tke,Mra«*iSrS 

F«|nr, iBd capeelsUT ererhaiing aineaied that the utllTiihiBa* aadaanpr 
•r aBd* aUre of Hn. Col. Braie, didnot Urtcllv sccanl wUi her nUMB bi» 
AHkwClbe ierrleei oftbe church, or ihr alainUcllv of lbs ChiMkaalMMMr 
vhoB Id cbnceh. tr abe erred In takinaihl* Ubmr wMb bar eailari CMMkN 
Maod, bar bubBBd, Ihe (dkor of Ihe ComamW, bu tai^ aad rtMb' n- 
wBCadtb*tBaiiUi aail Iha naiDdaaf lady, Mh the phuwa, ittfnna Ib UMr. 
Mbdb'b bask, bai |>ln*d a CMoplala lrliUDp& ant Uu iteniled ilcdm, wbaa kw 
tmliwd tm Bititt Bieapa goal, to bear, br iBpaWkn, ihe alaa and hnarialm <( 
all dM lbo>4 eiUa KaW aad bnaiied TesiBlea, who mar bireMaad ker ta 
BctasfeliBcflfc«nMcl«4wW)rell|lon. Tatllr.f<loatu»pHc3n''lt«Hlha 
■rlMlBal and almoat aola dnian of Iha pnaant wnili, to isaka it b iteitfanaM^ 
•r feebi" and Hr. B. Felfer, In hiaaddraaa to the public, pa(e Ml, ana, ■! tMB 
BO eM>rM«B lltat Kanhla*, nr im ene elae, ihould Mate the »Mc IniUtB rata^ 
•BMbi ■» traBBcUoB bT Btaa.^ Wahan andearaure^aad Aal mAm 
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PREFACE TO PART SECOND. 



Since publishing the first part of this narrative, Isabel- 
la, from whom we originally obtained the leading facts, has 
recovered $125 in a slander suit against Mr. B. Folger^ 
one of the principal subjects of this narrative; and in tbi» 
case this gentleman offered no defence ; thus leaving us to- 
draw the inference that his* statement was a groundless false- 
hood, and as it appeared on the trial, for a sinister purpose ; 
and one too, of the most atrocious nature. The slander con- 
sisted in having stated that this coloured woman had dttempt- 
ed to poison his family ; made, apparently, to destroy her 
credibility, as she was expected to give evidence unfa voura* 
ble to him, in the case of Matthias. The first part of thi» 
book was published before this slander suit came on, al- 
though that suit was begun a long while before. Now this 
suit offered a fine opportunity, to throw discredit upon her 
testimony, could it have been done, which would have at 
once reduced the damages to that which was merely nom- 
inal, and have put the extinguisher on this publication, as 
fiir as her evidence went : now no such advantage wus 
taken, from which we draw two conclusions ; that her cha- 
racter for truth is at least established, and that he, Mr. B. 
Folger, is capable of falsehood of a most atrocious nature. 

On publishing the first part, we forwarded a copy to a)^ 
the New York papers that we could think of: several of * 
these have reviewed the work, and no one has shown a 
single error in one of our statements. We have reason to 
belfere that all the parties named in the work, or referrei 
to, and those interested in it, and know atm% of tho ftel%*. 
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have seen the first part ; they have been publiely invited 
to point out any errors in it, with an assurance that we 
would correct them in this part, but no complaint has 
been made. We have seen some relations of Mr. and Mrs. 
Folger, and Mr. Pierson, and we have seen several inmates 
of the house at Sing-Sing ; a|id these, as fiur as each one 
knows, confirm the truth of our statements : we have also 
seen a number of persons in New York, and Sing-Sing, 
connected with some of the transactions, and each of these 
confirms the accuracy of our facts, as far as each is ac- 
quainted. Besides, we have made ourselves legally respon- 
sible : we could have no right to publish these stat^qaents 
if they were not correct ; and if this coloured woman has 
given to us false statements, she would deserve a criminal 
prosecution for such conduct, but we have had now abun- 
dant opportunity to test her evidence : we have perhaps seen 
fifty difierent people, some who 'knew some small parts of 
the transactions which she has related, and not one out of 
the whole, gives a statement diflTerent from hers ; while 
most of them, in speaking of the same subjects, which she 
has mentioned, give some additional facts, which she either 
did not know, or had forgotten at the time ; but which ad- 
ditional facts, invariably harmonizQ with and corroborate her 
testimony ; while some facts, apparently incredible, have re- 
ceived confirmation, from sources which she did not know to 
exist. While therefore in this second part, as in the first, we 
have sought out other evidence than hers, yet We are restrain- 
ed to say, that we might place a perfect reliance on her narra- 
tive. A large portion of our white evidence, are desirous not 
to have their names introduced : this we have complied with 
as far as the necessity of the case would admit ; without, 
hbwevcr, binding ourselves, which we have avoided. In 
the case of Mr. Burnham, a respectable merchant and agent 
to Mr. Pierson^s brother, who administered, he was partic- 
ularly anxious that his name should not be connected with 
so dirty a subject, as he expressed himself and he very in- 
solently told us we must not bring his name in ; while at the 
stme time he refused us inferix^ation, which would haY^e 

pmdiiisd Afii 990694^ for s^ Ao^ 
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as to .his must, we know of no oblie^ation where truth re- 
quires it ; and where it does, onr only answer to his must 
not, is, that we will. That gentleman is or was in posses&ion 
of Mr. Pierson's Diary, a &ct we ought to i)fiention as the 
means of confirming many of our statements. He has made 
this diary a subject of conversation, for his friends have men- 
tioned it to us ; and he let Mr. Stone extract from it, but 
he has denied it to us, with a plausible reason; buti 
neither will he give us any information from it, when a 
reference to that Diary would be better evidence for manT 
things, than to him, or to others ; because Mr. Pierson had' 

§ut to paper, &ct8 as they occurred. This gentleman did ip- 
eed tell us, that he would, condescendingly, say whether 
any &ct in the Diary was correct or not, if we would suh- 
mit any known &ct mentioned in the Diary to him: but vbx 
the same conversation he said we had published an erroTt^ 
or repeated one of Mr. Stone's, but declined pointing oiEit \ 
what or where; the consequence is, that we have no cpxi^* 
dence in his simple yea or nay : nor are we under any 
obligation to him ror his endeavours to suppress the trutk. 
We believe we are in possession of every important iael; 
but the public would have been glad to have Mr. Piersei^V 
testimony to its truth, in addition to the evidence we pfRbr. 
We have seen also Mr. Pierson*s brother, the administrator^ 
and his sisters ; but thev, while they display a great and 
feverish anxiety about the property of their late brother* 
know very little about the kingdom, and aStcX to believe 
that Mr. B. Folger hasthe Diary, and that Mr. Bumham 
has only a few papers : we have obtained from tjiis source 
no valuable infi>rmation; but at the same time we are ui^ 
trammelled by any partiaKobligations. 
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FANATICISM; 

ITS SOURCE AND INFLUENCE, 

ILLUSTAATSD BY THB SIMPLB NARRATITB OF I8ABBLI.A 
IN THE CA«B8 OF MATTHIAS, MR. AND MRS. FOLOBH* 
MR. PIERSON, MR. MILLS, CATHBRINB, I8ABBLLA, 6u:* 



PART II. 

CHAPTER 1. 



Object of the worh—Pietyt no protecHon against error or crime : — Mm- 
portdnce to the rdigunu worldr-'parte fomierly omiUedt ae bolfUF in,". 
eredihU^Mra, Polger waaheeorbathee MaWtiae, — Dodrinea qfmat' 
thiae on Waehingt and practice qf hie diedpUe — J^hite evidence ad' 
duced, — Second omieeion euppHeo^-^ marriage eoremonv in the Atnjr* 
dom^Cathenn^ Ghdiowa/^^ her prior daim to Mr. B, Fviger.Sti^ 
deecripUve portraite qfthe leadere in the kingdom. 

• 

The object of this work is usually mistaken by those 
who look only at the titlepage: it is commonly supposed 
to be a detailed account of monstrous opinions, and acts of 
deception, and gross immoralities of a man, already re* 
garded as mad, or as a vile, unprincipled impostor; andaa 
the people are necessarilv prepared to believe any thing of 
such a man, there is little curiosity on the subject, because 
results ever so monstrous would prove nothing, as the feats 
of madmen, and the villany of knaves, have no limits, Imd 
howeirer strange their conduct, that strangeness is in perfect 
accordance with their supposed characters and principles. 
Without determining the precise character of Matthias hf 
the present, we declare this not to be the object of the worki 
and only introduced as subservient to anotheir import«itt 
public object : viz. the clear manifestation that sincere piety 
IS not a protection against the grossest errors in princmliQd^ 
and the grossest abuse of established morals, when mcA in^ 
dividuals ascribe their feelings to divine inAueBce. N«i|i 
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there are thoiuands of persons in this city, and tens of then- 
sands without it, in the wide world, who do this, and who 
never dream that these feelinp may obscure their judg- 
ments even when they are in close communion with deitj^ 
as they suppose, and supplicating him daily for direction ; 
there are thousands we say, who nerer dream that these 
feelings may render them dupee or fools ; and that their feel- 
ings are excited by circumstances, and are natural, but mis- 
taken for Divine; and thus they render them the dupes of 
fervent fools or designing knaves : and yet this is the fact, 
and it is this fiact which this narrative is intended to illus- 
trate. And therefore the subject is of importance to thou- 
sands, and especially to the religious public : but also to the 
people at large as a matter of curiosity, and for philosophic- 
al investigation. The work, then, has more to do with the dis- 
ciples of Matthias than with Matthias himself; and for the. 
illustration, it matters not what is the character of this man : 
but in our relation of facts, we have been, and shall be'strictlv 
impartial, and draw only such conclusions, as the &cts shall 
fairly warrant^ whether such facts are in &vour, or against 
Matthias, or the inost humbloor most ele^'ated ofhis followers. 
The first part has now been before the public several 
weeks. It details facts never before published, nor ever 
supposed, and it gives names without reserve, where any 
responsibility is implied. We have challenged both inves- 
tigation and discussion, and avowed a deterihination, in this 
second part, to correct any error we may have committed 
in the first ; but no error has yet been pointed out, except 
the &ct, that we have misspelled the maiden name of Mrs. 
Folger, which should have been Disbrow, and not Des- 
brosse, as we spelled it. We are informed too that Mr. B. 
Folger ought to have been called Mr. B. H. Folger. 
Wherever, therefore, in this second part, we mention the 
name of Folger, let it be understood as meaning Mr. B. H. 
Folger, without we otherwise distinguish it. We conclude, 
therefore, that our first part is correct ; and yet we are con- 
adoiu that we have not told all the truth. We have sup- 
praMedm portion of what properly belongel to the first part ; 
not with the intention of deceivmg; b^t because the fccte 
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were too incredible to be believed at once. Thus : when wo 
stated the &ct, that Mrs. Folger had first made known to- 
Matthias her wishes towards him as being " The Will of 
God," and had obtained from him a sanction of her course, 
in the expression, *' Follow the leadings or dictates of the 
Spirit," and that in consequence of which she had proceed* 
ed to New- York, and after much entreaty, prayer, and sup^ 
lipcation to her husband, and threats not to live with him, 
he, Mr. B. Folger, did give his consent to give her up as 
Matthias' wife ; — when mentioning this fact, we had omit- 
ted to state, that a few days before these things took place, 
she had washed or bathed Matthias, in the bathing-room„ 
with the room-door locked on fhem alone ; and that a sur- 
prising length of time elapsed in this operation. Our read*^ 
ers must now have patience, till this subject is propciiy 
placed before them, with all our evidence on the subject; 
for this is one of those facts we suppressed in the first part, 
as being too incredible for belief; and yet it is a feet, for 
which we have positive white evidence, according with the 
narrative of Isabella, who fetched the water on the occasion, 
and remained in the passage by the stove, with Elizabeth,. 
Mr. Pierson's daughter ; and while thus standing, a child 
went to the .door and tried it, but finding it locked, retired. To 
make the above subject intelligible, we must explain the 
doctrine of Matthias on this topic, and explain also the 
practice ; previous to which we shall remove the rubbish 
which occupies the public mind on this topic, by an un- 
principled anonymous publication in this city, viz. that in 
the bathing-room, there was a globe stove ; and that the 
whole family, in a state of nudity, stood round this stove ; 
that Matthias first washing himself, communicated a holi> 
ness to the water, and that he then sprinkled and washed 
the bodies of his disciples. Now, the whole of this is felse. 
The only globe stove was in the hall, and that in the ordi- 
nary bathing-room, in the north wing, there was no stove, 
but a common fire-grate, and no such wholesale washing 
took place. We neec} say no more in contradiction, than 
that this amusing tale was published in the Son, whic^ir 
published the Moon Story. 
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The &cts are these, Matthias preached against baptism, 
or sprinkling, but in fevour of washing, or purification ; 
and the members of the family were enjoined to wash the 
entire body, or purify themselves, at least once a we^; 
and on other occasions, which seemed to require a sort of - 
covenant, as we shall afterward find it practised on such 
occasions. This washing was performed in a perfect state 
of nudity; sometimes in a large tub; and at others, in a 
shower bath ; both generally in the same room : the men 
oiMinarily assisted the men, and the women the women. 
But in order to comprehend the fact before stated, it is ne- 
cessary to mention another doctrine of Matthias', which led 
the way to the result we are relating. Matthias preached 
that all shtKrme was sin, or consciousness of want of purity; 
and consequently that the most pure would have the least 
shame. Now, this doctrine carried out, leads to the expo- 
sure of the person ; and though there is no proof whatever 
for the assertion of the Sun, there is certainly proof that an 
indiscriminate exposure might have been the consequence 
of this principle; and under certain regulations, was proba> 
bly intended, had the society continued together. 

By turning to page 67 and 68, of the first part, the read- 
er will find that previous to the union of Matthias with Mrs. 
Folger, they kept up a longer and closer conversation than 
usual, and that Mrs. B. Folger appeared, especially on the 
second evening, much excited, we do not know that we 
shall now be incorrect, if we say by the passion of love or 
desire, for we have very strong evidence. When we wrote 
that paragraph, we did it on the evidence of Isabella; it was 
one of those cases we could not hope for other proof: it 
made her story consistent; there was, then; no doubt about 
the after facts ; and those facts must be brought about by 
some means, and a free communication must have been 
held, before Mrs. B. "Folger would have gone to New- York,, 
to gain Mr. B. Folger's consent for a separation. On this 
reasoning, and because we had not detected Isabella in a sin* 
gle falsehood, we admitted that paragraph, and certainly 
believed that to have been the time she communicated to 
Matthias her wishes in plain language, so as to bring the 
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afiair to the desired end. Since that paragraph was pub- 
lished, we have obtained, what we certainly did not expect, 
positive, and white evidence too, that these conversations 
were on the subject supppsed; thus acain establishing the 
evidence of Isabella, in a case on which, neither she nor we 
supposed any other evidence esdsted. With a good deal 
<if trouble, we sought out a Mrs. Thompson, who with her 
husband and &mily, resided at Sing-Sing, afier this period, 
for about a month, she, to assist the family in needlework, 
and he to a^ist in the garden and other work, if these 
persons were not disciples of Matthias, they held some no- 
tions o'f the happiness to be derived from a &mily or com- 
munity system ; and they were certainly expected to be- 
come disciples by the other members, but revolted at the 
initiating ordeal. We shall have afterward to mention 
these persons more particularly. They are not our friends ; 
we only saw Mr. Thompson once, and Mrs. Thompson 
once, at separate times and places ; they were strangers tc 
us, and Mr. Thompson has since attached himself particu- 
larly to the interests of Mrs. B. Folger. They are therefore 
the friends of both Mr. and Mrs. Folger; of whom they now 
speak with respect : we obtained, however, much informa- 
tion from these persons, chiefly in confirmation of what we 
already knew ; but as this information came to us through 
an ordinary conversation, without their knowings how much 
we knew, we obtained again a valuable confirmation of 
Isabella's truth. Mrs. Thompson then told us in answer 
to a general question, of how the connexion between Mat- 
thias and Mrs. B. Folger was brought about ? that Mrs. B. 
Folger took upon herself the whole credit ; that she had 
conversed on the subject; and on the evening when the spi 
rit directed her to declare herself to Matthias, that God had 
assisted her, for that Mr. Pierson had given her an oppor- 
tunity, by retiring early to bed, and thus leaving them alone, 
when she introduced the subject. She explained some of 
the means by which she was led to this resolution : she 
observed, that she had a vision, aind saw two columns of 
smoke ascending and uniting at the top ; and one, she ex- 
plained, as representing herself, and the other, Matthias; 
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And ihus we gtt at her stgte of mind, and sounre ol 
deeeplinn. We get too at more, for she obserred to 

Thompson, " If yow have a dream, go to Father." Nl 

this going Co Faiher with dreams and visions, aatiifies tu, 
thai though Mrs. Folger takes the credit of seducing Mat- 
thias, that Matthias, holding the potver of interpreting the 
viiW of God, by dreams, visions, and feelings, was able to 
direct hci thoughts and actions, and ilterefore we do not 
' give her ail the credit she takes for overcoming difliciihiea; 
and we doubt if the snbject »tts not anticipated |by Matthias. 
Mow between the time of her declaration to him on the 
evenings notictd on the 6Bth page of the first part, and het 
departure for New York lo get her husba.nd'aconaenttogive 
her up to Matthias, as she supposed according to the wilt 
of God, Matthias was washed by Mrs, Folger; and so much 
time was occupied in thrs operation as to excite the remark 
of a child, Elizabeth Pierson, then only ten years of age. 
"who observed, that "Father would be clean enough this 
rime." Isabella had fetched the water, and had supposed 
that Mr. Pierson would have assisted Matthias, for that was 
the custom ; but when Matthias had gone into the room, 
Mrs. Folger opened the door a little way, and said ■' Father, 
shall I ivBsh jrou," and juei after went in: and thia was 
not done secretly, it was known to the whole household 
then at Siag-Sing, and exciied the remark of the child, as 
before stated. We have seen this child; but we avoided di- 
rect inquiry, for we have seen some of her relations and 
friends, to whom she communicated at her pleasure, and at 
different times, this and various other fads. We thoug-ht 
and still think, that we have more dependance on facts be- 
ing thus confirmed, than by any direct inquiry of a child ; 
our object was to get the truth, and if this child related to 
diiferent persons, the same account of what she had seen, 
and that when such information was not snughi fm, a reli- 
anre might be placed on it; especially when it confirmed 
the same &clB before known. This washing of Matthias 
{'id not greatly excite the household or kingdom, although 
Isabella had her own thoughts of i(, as she before expreswd 
herself: the feet is, the kingilnin had been prepared for it. 
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by the sentiments before noticed; and it only suppofjiedtkat^ 
be as the Father, and she, about to be the Mother^ (jnd u- 
riyed at « greater degree of perfection than other meij^r^ 
of the kingidom. Our opinion is, but it is only an i^inioi^ 
that on this occasion, Matthias and Mrs. Folger washed 
each other, as a sort of purification preparatory to. thQunjon 
they were about to form, and as a ceremony accopipapyi.1^ >.. 
the contract formed, agreeable to. an ophiion before, eic- 
pressed. Matthias had no set or written rules for the kin^ 
dom; we have to pick up his doctrines, and connect them 
with his practice how we can. He never committed any 
thing to writing ; and therefore we cannot get at the exi^ct 
rule for this washing : but as we find the practice intro- 
duced on other similar occasions, and as this is not only 
the most charitable, but the only rational supposition for such 
a departure from common practice, or indeed decency, 
we adopt it, as a supposition, viz. that Matthias and Mrs. 
B. Folger, assuming, and perhaps believing that they were 
pure, had no occasion for masks of shame, and perhaps as 
a trial of their faith, had sought to subdue their passions in 
the greatest temptations. However, we haye nothing to do 
at present with reflection, we give only the fact, and for this 
fact we have ample evidence : the interpretation too of Isa- 
bella, is, that Matthias and Mrs. Folger assumed to be fur^ 
ther advanced in purity than the others of the kingdom, 
and therefore could do this, while the rest, at this time, 
were washed by those of their own sex. 

We have now then supplied one of our omissions; and in 
doing it we have effected another object : we have shown 
that we have white evidence, that Mrs. B. Folger first con- 
ceived and brought to bear her union with Matthias. The 
public press has not confronted us in one single point: 
but in private, we have heard the remark, that we rested 
our evidence that Mrs. B. Folger seduced (an expression 
we did not use in the first part) Matthias, on the credit of 
a coloured woman; and although we had given other evi- 
denee for other important facts, for this, we had not ; and 
that it wa^ so incredible, that thoy never could believe it 

lis was said by a bookseller, who knew the Folger's, and 
2 
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who thoB diecredits our judgment or hoDesty. We bave now 
given "hxA and others white eVld«i€e fi>r tbit^ luJt; hi thts 
person )of Mrs. Thompson, a-stnuzger to uor aBd frittidfcf 
with Mrs. B. Folger ; and this ^idence comet to ut from 
a very different vchannel than the other which it eonfirmi^ 
and there are yet other evidences* to he had, if we want 
them : indeed our strongest proofs are sometimes reserved^ 
both as a matter of policy in case of a denial of any part we 
have stated, and to avoid inserting names unnecessarily; but - 
the identifying Mrs. B. Folgor as the author of a- note ad- 
dressed to Mr. Pierson, see pages 28 and 29 of the first parti 
calculated to induce that gentleman to seek to obtain a mar- 
ried lady as a companion, ought to have been presumptive 
evidence that in the same spirit Mrs. 6. Folger could ne^ 
gotiate for herself 

We shall now supply another omission, made indeed in 
the same spirit. If our readers will turn to page 79, first part, 
they will find the marriage c< remony of Mr. B. Folger 
and Mrs. Laisdell mentioned. This was not done justice to: 
we shall take the liberty of going over the scene again, and, 
4hen connecting a subject with it, before omitted. 

Mr. B. Folger, it will be recollected, went to Albany to 
fetch Matthias' daughter; and that he slept with her, accom- 
panied with circumstances before named, on the road home; 
and that Matthias, to whom this fact was confessed, assumed 
it as. the base of his proceedings, alleging that as her 
former marriage was nullified by this act, she had better 
marry, or be espoused to Mr. B. Folger, as their affection 
for each other showed a kindred spirit. This was what law- 
yers call profiting by the wrong done: while the fact of a 
courtship to a marrieS woman, a consummation, a marriagey 
and then another consummation, all in three days, is cer- 
tainly incomprehensible to persons of ordinary faith and 
ordinary morals. For such things an extraordinary faith 
or revelation is necessary, or we must suppose gross and 
corrupted morals. The line of conduct having been agreed 
upon by the Father, Mother, and the chief disciples, in the- 
evening a cetemdny was determined upon, and Mrs. B: • 
Folger, theti tiie' Mother, stepped into the kitchen with m^ 
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'['Jlti^ U^ attd'bifiiling i^u&icriaxkce, asiked iiie iamaids of 
' nib l[pi^^;lBkUl\sitmd: C&hermdGdb^yiy. if they wdiild 
^ ,'go to a tveddiiigi 'The fprtaer, natiiiilljr gay, thbogh lieitlle'r 
■ youtig, or White, Veadflyansrwered, yes, I aih ready, ptd pre- 

Saredto' follow ; the latier, as if struck with sorro W, faintly 
laWled out, y-e-s, and with a heavy dull step joined tne 
festire party, and proceeded to the front parlour. In this 
parlour, the party took their seats in the following order : — 
Mr. Pierson near the end of the rodrh opposite the win- 
dows; then in order, opposite the fire, Mr. 13. Folger, Mrs. 
Laisdell, (the daiighter of Matthias,) and Matthias; Mrs. 
B. Folger took a place by the side Of the fire next the win- 
dow, ami Catherine Galloway on the other side, with her 
head crouching under the mantelpiece, and her eyes occa 
sionally learing towards the happy pair, Mr. B. Folger and 
Mrs. Laisdell, \Tho, though she had been improperly whip- 
ped the night before and on the same morning, for imperti- 
nence to her authoritative father, hv no means showed 
marks of sorrow on this occasion. Isabella, the coloured 
woman, humbly, or not humbly, took her place by the 
door, rather without the party than among them, but ad- 
mirably situated for observation. Matthias began by ex- 
plaining the circumstance, without, however, mentioning 
particulars, and it is probable that all the facts already stated 
were not then known, except to Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger 
and Matthias. Matthias simply stated, that av act on the 
road had nullified his daughter's marriage with, her. hus- 
band Laisdell ; and this being nullified, and Mr. B. Folger 
and his daughter being fond of each other, ho thought the 
beiet thing they could do was to unite, or be espoused. He 
then asked Mr. B. Folger and his daughter^ if they were 
willing to be thus united; these cheerfully r or lied they were. 
He then asked Mr. Pierson, if he gave his consent; to which 
that gentleman replied, yes. Then Mrs." Folger was asked. 
who also replied, yes. Then Catherine Gallbway, who 
. isL a. Very feint voice, doleful tone, and ^orrowftil counte- 
' i^Qce,, widi her head still poked under the mantelpiece; and 
'^Hiilltjfmb^g her eyes in an' upward 6t oblique dii^ticm, 
iq[med, y-e-s - sir. This question was repeated to Gtthe- 
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timtt by Matthias, and again answered by die alow y-e^ 
■ The same qnqstion was men put to Isabella,, who replied^ 
ye&. ..Matthias then put his halnd upon the head of Mrs. R 
Folger and his daughter, and said, '' You will be blessed in 
obeaience, and in disobedience thou wilt be cursed," ^. 
Mr. B. Folger then kissed the bride, and then kissed Mat- 
thias, then Mr. Pierson, Mrs. B. Folger, Catherine, and 
lastly Isabella, the door-keeper and cook in the kingdom. 
This kiss was afterward referred to by Isabella, before the 
grand jury at White Plains, who asked her, if Matthias 
had ever kissed her : and on her replying, yes, one of them 
asked, ** Now, didn't he kiss sweet ? To which she replied, 
" No sweeter than Ben. Folger ;" for she supposed Mr. B. 
Folger to have suggested this question, as he had just been 
in the room. The grand jury, on this reply, declined push- 
ing .their inquiries. 

After this kissing ceremony, Mr. B. Folger showed a 
disposition to retire, with his new bride ; he supposed the 
ceremony closed : but Matthias was in a preaching humour, 
and commenced a lecture, which if they were not obliged 
to listen to, they were at least obliged to sit under. We 
do not think it was .very edifying, or else it was apparently 
badly timed ; • for he certainly did not get the attention of 
some of the party : Catherine remained immoveable, her 
head in the usual place, and her eyes, when engaged, were 
stealing a dissatisfied look at the happy pair ! while Mr. 
B. Folger manifested a most ridiculous uneasiness, almost 
starting up at every period, apparently hoping it was the 
last. He had been alone on the previous evening, and 
manifested the greatest anxiety to retire with his wife, to 
the great amusement of Isabella, who seemed, like the rest, 
. not much occupied with the prophet's discourse, but enga- 
ged in watching the countenances, and trying to catch the 
thoughts of the party. Matthias, alone, seemed charmed 
with his own voice, and with the greatest deliberation was 
laying down moral rules, and giving spiritual advice to 
those whose minds were not apparently then in a very spi. 
ritual mood. At length, the prophet ceased, and Mr. B. Fol- 
der led off his blooming bride, we cannot say blushingt 
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fer she had been marri^ one moiilA before to.a OiKbpiuc 
in Albany, named Laisdell, whom she liad just lejrwa 
firiendly visit to her &ther. .-^ 

We return now to the kitchen. l*he sul^t of tBis mar- 
riage necessarily became a topic of conversation between 
.Catherine and Isabella, who was not acquainted with all 
the &cts then. Ignorant people can only talk about what 
they see and hear, and on these subjects they are always 
talking: when they hare said all they know, then they 
begin again; and thus an ignorant person is easily detectea, 
if a liar. Catherine's mind was evidently full of tlie sub- 
ject, and when she answered, therefore, on the last occasion, 
in so doleful a manner, and appeared so thoughtful and 
dull, with her head pertinaciously stuck under the mantel- 
piece, " Good God!" inwardly exclaimed Isabella, " does 
Catherine think any thing of Benjamin Folger !" It struck 
her, as we learn by inquiry, for the first time, that Cathe- 
rine had pretensions to Mr. B. Folger ; and this, it appears, 
surprised Isabella ; for Catherine is rather a homely young 
woman, the widow of a serving man to Mr. Mills, and 
herself formerly a servant to him. She is uneducated, with- 
out polish in her manners, and as Isabella expressed her- 
self, only fit to be in the kitchen with her. Catherine could 
not help talking, nor Isabella inquiring, till at length, Ca- 
therine declared that she had a greater right to Mr. B. Fol- 
ger than Mrs. Laisdell, for that Mr. Folgei: had lain with 
her in the house in Third-street, New- York, several times,, 
since he had given up his wife, (about six weeks,) and that 
too by the apparent consent or knowledge of Mrs. B. Fol- 
ger, who had perhaps innocently prepared the way. It 
appears, that Mrs. B. Folger, after her marriage with Mat- 
thias, went to New- York, and communicated the joyful 
intelligence to Catherine, as one of the kingdom. She had 
explained to Catherine how that the Spirit of the Lord had 
made known to her, that she should take Matthias, as her 
match spirit. Her visions, dreams, and feelings, were ex- 
plained, as the leadings or guiding of the Spirit of God. 
Catherine in relating these facts to Isabella, said that she 
pitjed Mr. B. Folger, especially as she then recollected the* 

2* 
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'' ^Wu iwlKiting his coDsenl \o her unibii witK Maithiias, and 
which she then did not understand; ' but as ** pity melts the 

'■ rtiind to love," it appears to have been the case with Cathe- 
rine; for the samei sort of spirit chat had operated on Mrs. 
Fol ger, began to operate on Catherine: and ^he l>egan. to 
dream, had visions, and strange feelings, which convinced 
her that she was a match spirit for Mr. B. Folger. So 
powerful was this spirit in Catherine, that she rolled on the 
ground with its violence, and became extremely uneasy in 
ner person ; and perhaps like her instructer, the Mother in 
the kingdom, included lust with the workings of the spirit; 
for that lady distinctly admitted, that previous to her union 
with Matthias, she was all on a ferment, or to use the ex- 
pression of St. Paul, that she burned. This proof of the 
error arising from feelings, we before omitted, for reasons 
before given. Whatever were the exact feelings of Cathe- 

' line, her situation was explained to Matthias, ?nd he ad- 
tnitted their genuineness, and supposed that Mr. Folger and 
Catherine were matched spirits; and that it was the will of 
God that they should be united, and as such he sanctioned 

, it, although there must then have existed a treaty for his 
daughter to be given to Mr. Folger. Now, wh€'ther this 
feet was made known to Mr. B. Folger by Catherine, or 
bv Mrs. B. Folfjer, we do not know ; but we -know that 
Mrs. B. Folger assisted Catherine in her wardrobe, and in 
the improvement of her personal appearance. One gar- 
ment purchased for Catherine was afterward appropriated 
10 the use of Matthias* daughter. Catherine, it appears, 
was really fond of Mr. B. Folger ; she had known the 
bliss of matrimony, nor did she discover those deficiencies 
in him which Mrs. B. Folger so frequently referred to, in 
comparison to Matthias. Catherine was conscious of the 
inferiority of her personal appearance, in taste and face, to 

'the daughter of Matthias ; but she flattered herself that she 
was not less acceptable to Mr. Folger, and actually once 
mjade the ridiculous proposal to Isabella, that she should 
ask Mr. Folger which of the females he liked best in the 
'dark ; a proposition wbich only could have been made to 
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^1^^ f^lgfnd wont»i|i^ of nemj wy; but as the prppoaiUoQ 
j..jjj^c|r went beyond Isabella," we can of course fiiniisli no^ 

j , IweiLaVe p6 w supplied the deficiencies ot (he firjttpart • but 

. as/jopany of our reacfers.out of the city, and somQ,in it, may be 
ignorant of the parties alluded to, and suppose that the dis- 
ciple§ of Matthias were depraved people, rich or poor, who, 

* without principle, indulged their appetite at theii: pleasure, 
an4 merely sought the sanction for religion us a joke» or 
cover for their proceedings, and that they never were or 
could be sincere ; we shall again briefly notice the leading 
characters. Mr. Pierson was a retired merchant, supposed 
to be worth $80,000 ; for many years connected w ith, and 
an officer in, the Baptist Church of Mr. Somers ; and this 
^ntleman supplied Mr. Stone with some facu and some 
errors. Mr. Pierson^s sincerity was never doubted, even 

,^ by those who disapproved of his opinions and practices. 

^ The most , extravagant act before his connexion with Mat- 
^lia^ was his praymg solemnly for the resurrection of his 

.J wife after her death, and his belief that this would happen ; 

' but for this he had scripturai authority, while his intense 
affection for his wife, ana uxurious passion, no doubt, assist- 
ed the delusion. After his death, his friends and the pub- 
lic, in charity, regarded him as deranged; yet his judg- 
ment, knowledge, and sincerity, were so highly respected, 
^en while his opinions were verging on extravagance, that 
.we have known a very sensible and well-informed person 
send a friend to him for instruction on the subject of bap- 

. |isn^, as the more capable of the two, 

Mr. Mills, who just escaped pollution by the energy of 
bis friends, was a merchant, respected for his intelligence, 
wealth, and sincerity. Before he became acquainted with 
Mr. Pierson, he was a desponding Christian ; Mr. Pierson 
was his instructer, and he became full erf faith and hope, 

.and, with Mr. Pierson, a disciple of Matthias; to whose 
jVi^ws he devoted his house and fortune. His. manners are 

!.gentlei{Utnly. himself liberal and of an independent sincerity, 

. wi^i^ despises popular opinion when he believes himself 
riglit; and hence, sometimes, an extravagance in action. 
These qualities, decidedly good, arethuls illustrated : — At Mr. 
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Pierson's house, just before the time of Matthias, ki 
became the subject of diacoUise; Mr. Mills remaillrea 
effect : ''I am for doing, not for talking ; we hare too tnuch 
talking and too little doing; I will kiss Isabella*s fe^" 
and suiting the action to the word, he forthwith kissed this 
middle aged, not handsome coloured woman's foot. ' The spi- 
rit af the act was the result of generous and noble feelings, 
but prostrated by fanaticism. We have this fact from one of 
his equals present, but confirmed by Isabella. Mr. Mills, 
as a disciple of Mr. Pierson or Matthias, was cheerful and 
happy, and thus improved in that particular. 
\ Mr. B. Folger was a poot lad \^ilh an ordinary educa- 
tion; but brought up by rich relations of the same name» who 
assi;sted him in getting forward in life. By becoming a part- 
ner in a good house, he soon became rich, and respect^ as 
one of the first importing merchants of hardware in New 
York ; but engaged in other speculating pursuits, especially 
latterly. From his success in lAisiness, and rather showy 
style of living, he necessarily became connected with the 
best society, and by being rather a handsome man, and ac- 
quiring a very polite manner, with considerable knowledge 
of business, and necessarily some knowledge of the world, 
he efl^ectually concealed rather a defective education ; his 
good temper, extreme politeness, kindness, for he has for- 
warded the interests of many poor men and families, and 
his generosity, chiefly in his religious connexion, esta- 
blished a strong feeling of sympathy in his favour, which 
would have been respect, but for recent events, and but 
ibr soipe vices and weaknesses in his character, which 
counterbalance his virtues, and which recent events are 
calculated to expose. Nine years ago this gentleman be- 
came a convert and made a particular profession of religion, 
and supported that profession by distributing tr&cts, attend- 
ing Sunday-schools, prayer meetings, and meetings for ex- 
perience, in which he expounded the Scriptures, and mani- 
fested on all occasions the greatest sincerity ; especially as 
these religious exercises, and his connexion with a small 
church at Greenwich, could not forward his temporal inter- 
ests, while they cost him large sums, as subscripfibns to 
various religious objects connected with them. 
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Ifrs. Folger is of a respectable family, merchants of the 
name of Disbrow, from whom she inherit^, while her 
mother yet lives, 9 16^000. There is nothing peculiar in the 
education or abilities of this lady;, but her manners and 
voice, by description, are the most persuasive possible ;vShe 
is gentleness iraelfj and appears to have been simple and 
artless as a girl, and particularly modest ; /the very l€i8t per- 
son we should suppose capable of the facts we have already 
named. She, too, was converted before her husband, and 
became a zealous member of various religious societies 
connected with charities, held prayer meetings in her house, 
contributed to the establishment and conducting of Sunday- 
schools, explained the Scriptures, and became in every 
sense an active, and sincere Christian ; she, too, adoptui 
Mr. Pierson's opinion, and always regarded him as an in- 
telligent, sincere,, and able man, even to the time of his 
death. The other disciples of Matthias, or members of the 
kingdom, were in more humble life, and not having the 
required time or money, could not be distinguished ; except 
Isabella, the coloured woman, who had previously been 
noted in Mr. Latourette^s meetings and at camp-meetings, 
for long and loud preaching and praying, remarkable for 
their influence in converting : she is well known among 
the Methodists, and while ampngst them, or known' to 
them, was much respected by them. Mr. Latoufet(6 as- 
sured us the influence of her speaking was miraculqi;is^\h&t 
even learned and respectable people were runniitg after 
her; and she even commanded a larger audience than the 
celebrated Maflet, when both were preaching on the same 
ground, at the same time. The rest were Christians of 
good repute, with one exception. 

NoTB. — On lookinf over our notes, we discover that Mrs. Laisdell, the daughter 
of Matthias, was bathed or yrashed, previous to her ceremonious union with Mr. 
B. Folger ; this washing was performed by some of the females in the kingdom, 
but it yras done expressly in preparation for the union. This and other nets to 
be mentioned, satisfy us, that, besides the ordinary weekly washings, this sort ot 
baptism, or washing, was performed as a ceremony, accompanying a covenam 
or engagement ; the subject was not, however, perfectly understood by Isabella 
and some others of the Kingdom, whom we have Men ; out whatever may have 
been the desim of Matthias tai atroducing it, it became the metae of tiibdoiog 
tile feelings ofaelicaey commMi to women, among the femalee in tbe Jdagdom. 



CHAPTER II. 

and Mrs. Folgtir m lo9c with ttUh oihar — Mr. Pker9on*$ 
CoavuMhial prospecU—Conaeguenoe^ qf the {%um iif. Afrw* fjOittUU 
iciUi Mr. B. Poller— Mr. Laisdell seeks his Wife — Curious proposi- 
tion to him— The Highi of Mr. Folger and Mrs.. LaisdcU— Pursuit 
HfMr. LaisdeU—Excilcmtnt ai Sin fr-Stn^t and exAminaiion of Mat- 
Utias, hisdaughitr^ and Mr. li. Folgcr — JAiisddl obtains has vift^ 
and returns to Albany— Friendly vlsUof Messrs. Voris and Prime 
to Mr. and Mrs. B. FoLger—Mr. B. Folgei^s union with Cath^nm, 
with his wif^s consent, and the singular manner in vi^irJiM 'iptLs car- 
ried on—CowciiU'^nces of this union in the parlour — Mr. Fplger^s 
dissatisfaction tcilt'i. Catlierine — Mr. and Mrs. 'Phompsan adtritted 
into tht Kingd-om-- "Their mutual discoveries atid caution — Mrs. 
Tiufmpson initiated into the. viysteric^ of the Kingdom by A?r*. B. 
Folger — Internal discontent — Scene of jealousy and re-marriage of 
. Matthias with Airs. Folger singularly effected — AftasJ^—AoAiont at 
Yonkcrs — Advantage taken ofxt by Mr. B. Falser^ who obtains pos- 
session of his irife for one night— Singular efect — Mr. TTuympson 
ioaves Sing' Sin L^-~ Mrs. 77iompson*s timety escape from jwUution. 

The party, or Kingdom as it was called^ appeared now 
perfectly happy; oven Catherine seemed to forget her neg- 
lect, though slic possibly received some private consolation : 
Mr. B. Folger was then living in the same family with 
three females, whom he had enjoyed as a husband ; and his 
wife, with two men whom she had successively taken as 
husbands. She was warmly attached to Matthias, after 
their union, and the siibject of her bliss formed a constant 
topic of conversation. She regarded all former connexions 
as nothing, and not, only supposed, but declared, that she 

,. never knew a man but Matthias. For this fact, we have 
legal white evidence, and we instance it only to show the 
strength of the delusion and the effect of sentiment on the 
mind. Of Matthias she spoke with enthusiasm ; and, like 
the followers of Mahomet, regarded him as supernatural, 
physically and mentally; he, she remarked on several oc- 
casions, and to different persons, could "enter the most 
Holy of Holy " and ** penetrate to the Sanctum Sanctorum," 

^^ spiking, we suppose, of his. understanding. These were 
ihe precise terms used, and reported to usjt>y different per- 
atma, wha never could have thoiight of agreeing in ^ese 

^eap r c wiO Bg, if not true ; while, at the same time, we have no 
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reaaon to doubt the truth of thcoc 'vhoin we have never de- - 
teet«(i' Sri fhlichbod, arid' whose testimony, as in this very ' 
ease, ii iupp^rted by other evidence, with whom she wW* ' 
not >.6hneeted. Matthias, too, was evidently in k)ve;'in^ 
spite of his ste^ness, his prophetic character, and deep d^ ' 
sign, which, we think, he frequently manif(»sted. He <!ull* 
ed her by ail endearing names: rho would hang^ upon his* 
neck, and af her instigation he took up her petty causes of 
discontent in the kitchen ; listened to her complaints, and 
scolded Isabella" in good set terms, even about washing ; ' 
and committed all the follies that young love is capable of; 
which,' as Isabella had no match spirit in the establishment, 
she had more opportunity, and felt more disposed to notice. 
What she formerly considered as spiritual attentions, she 
now perceived to be the beginning of camol attachments. 
Such was his affection for her, and such it continued, that • = 
a: a later period, after the death uf Ulr. Plcrson, Matthias. ' 
when in the habit of pacing the passage in the Third-street ' 
house, frequently stopped at the front of a closet in that pas- 
sage, and looking steadfastly at some of her garments, hang- ' 
ing there, has been seen to embrace them, and once was 
seen to kiss them. And now we may so far anticipate the 
narrative, as to say, that this reality of practical love, be- 
tween Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger, is the key which un- 
locks the mystery about the neglect of Mr. Pierson. He 
tras neglected, because the only two persons who had au- 
thority in the house, were courting or spending a long ' 
honeymoon. For the same reason, Mr. Folger could not 
get his breakfast in time, but was sometimes pacing the 
passage, and waiting for Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger, com- 
ing out of their bedroom. The work of the house was 
thrown back by their delays in the morning, and by Mrs. 
B. Folger doingiess household employment, and spending 
large portions of her time, toying with Matthias. This had: 
nearly caused Isabella|s leaving the Kingdom, as she did 
nearly ali the hard work, and received no wages ; but had 
all things in common. Her duty, however, was in the 
kiteh^n, and when she once complained, especially of the 
late b^^eakfiists, that it threw her back in her work, she re- 
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ceived this characteristic reply, viz. : ** that she should bie fur- 
nished with his and Mother's spirit, so that if they laid ia 
bed, their spirits should be witn her, and enable her to do 
twice the work in half tho time." This was said to Isabel* 
la in Matthias' bedroom, where he and Mrs. Folger were 
then in bed ; for as the fire was lighted in their room before 
they got up, she was frequently there while they were in . 
bea. This anecdote, more than any other, has raised il 
doubt in us both as to the sincerity of Matthias and Mrs. 
Folger, who admitted the excuse, and frequently repeated 
it. Setting aside sincerity, it was certainly a good joke up- 
on a coloured woman, and calculated to induce her to do 
more labour with less opportunities. It was. a good trick 
to subdue her dissatisfaction : but it certainly also disturbed 
her faith : both in that and the love afiair, she had no faith; 
she did not believe in the coming of a holy child, where so 
much carnal afiection and weakness were shown ; nor did 
she believe in a double spirit, when self-indulgence dictated 
the liberal donation. 

Mr. Pierson was happy in anticipation ; he was decid- 
edly uxorious ; his deep affection for his wife was founded 
in constitution and desire, as well as in the miad. His form 
was what phrenologists call amative ; and of these facts 
we have some very curious proofs. His affections were, 
hdwever, concentrated wholly on his wife ; and hence his 
extreme grief at her loss. To this loss his friends attribute 
his after sickness, accompanied with fits, and his strange 
hallucination of mind on religious subjects ; for he continued 
apparently of sound mind, for all secular purposes. His 
sincerity and religious faith, and code of morals, forbid the 
indulgence of his passions after his wife's death, while the 
strength of those passions constantly reminded him of his 
loss: the proof of this fact is in our possession, but cannot 
with propriety be published. Nor did his grief for his wife 
subside, till he conceived the agreeable but curious idea 
that her spirit would occupy another body; and that be 
should again be united to her in another form : snd this 
delusion was strengthened by Mrs. B. Folger in every 
way. The lady referred to, who was the innocent subject of 
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this imaginary transfer of spirit, was alike ignorant of the 
-workings of both the minds of Mrs. B. Folger and Mr. 
Pierson, till we pointed out the connexion between Mrs. B. 
Folger' s two notes, mentioned in our first part, and Mr. 
Pierson's direct application both to this lady and her hus- 
band in the name of the Lord, to be given up to him. On 
pointing out this connexion, and the fact that the subject 
was seriously entertained at Sing-Sing, by the leaders in 
the kingdom, that lady suddenly exclaimed, " I see it," and 
then mentioned that Mrs. B. Folger was the general con- 
triver of their proximities ; to which she then attached no 
importance. Mr. Pierson then was happy, in the prospect 
of this union, which he imagined was the will of God : he 
made several visits to this lady, but being naturally modest, 
except on the last occasioi), merely invited her to Sing-Sing; 
but his pretensions to this lady, we know to have been en- 
couraged by Mrs. B. Folger, if not by the other inmates of 
Sing-Sing. 

Happy as the parties now were, it wants very little pene- 
tration to perceive that in that society were the elements of 
disorder, and frightful consequences; the machinery was 
imperfect and had not worked well, and some disappoint- 
ments seemed calculated to prostrate the whole plan, and 
defy the bold eflfbrts of Matthias to keep the kingdom in 
peace, composed as it was. The most unfortunate affair 
seemed to be the previous marriage of Matthias' daughter. 
The reader may easily perceive that the first squall would 
come from that quarter. Mrs. Laisdell had left her home, 
with her brothers, on a visit to their father; the mother had 
refused to come, and the dausfhter was to have informed 
her of the situation of her husband, and prospect of the fam- 
ily. In the ardour of love or passion these difficulties appear 
to have been jumped over, and Matthias solemnly sealed 
these difficulties by the formal union, at which he assisted; 
apparently regardless of consequences. After this marriage, 
which took place in the winter of 1833, the family left 
Sing-Smg for New York, leaving Isabella and Catherine 
Galloway with Matthias' boys, and other young people; 
with whom it appears she had a great deal of trouble. At 
3 
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iUs period Catherine Galloway . told I^abeiU ,Qfj hef^.p^ 
jrioMs claims on Mr. B. Folger, iand. of the wtir kin gift {$^,$bd' 
•pirit, or rather of her spirit, on the relation of Mrs. Fblg^rV 
Jtory. There is no proot however, that Mr. Pierse^pFef 
knew of this connexion between Catherine and Mr. B. tol* 
ger; and this apparent secreting, even in the kingdom, is 
not very favourable to the suppositiun of positive sincerity,, 
or consciousness of right. 

Thii union of Mr. B. Folger witii Mrs. .Laisdell had; 
4.il:i?ri place early in January, 1834; no information wa? 
at-i.t to Mrs. Matthias for three weeks, and then only a mea^ 
gje rjotc from Mr. B. Folger, inforrning.her thai the children, 
were well, and no more money would be sent, as Matthias 
di,saj;provod it; (Mr. D. Folger had promised to send money 
Tnoriihly.) But iii this note no notice was taken of Mrs. 
f -.n.sdeil ; this we learn from Mrs. Matthias. On the receipt 
v-/ tliij note, it appears the husband, Mr. Laisdell, set out 
lor {:Jir:g-?inr^ ()- his arrival there, he v^'as not permitted to 
^ntor th^^ hc'u c, \\i:rA in charge of Isabella, who acted un- 
der gerioful iMrsiruotions. Laisdell was an English me- 
chcii.M':, i\ comb maker, not very exalted in his notions of 
<Iigni:y, ;m,] pcriiaps a little awed at the elegance of the 
house, and the Kupjiosed wealth and power of the partys 
circiimstarices, which would not affect a Yankee in low 
circumsti-rices. He obtained nothing satisfactory from Isa- 
bella, who could not be faithful to both parties; and as she 
was put in trust by Mr. B. Folger and Matthias, she pre- 
fe'rred serving them, or at least not committing them on her 
•wn responsibility: she therefore kept him at bay for two 
^ays, and on the third sent word to the family at New 
York, that Laisdell had come ; and in the mean time gave 
hirn no satisfactory answer. Not being permitted to enter 
the house in the absence of the proprietors, he endeavoured 
to attract the attention of Matthias' sons, then in the house 
or garden, and learn from them what he in vain sought of 
Kflbella ; while she, who has much energy, considerable 
shrewdness, and great strength of body, endeavoured to keep 
the boys out of his way. The manoeuvres of these parties at 
this time, must have attracted the attention of the villagers; 
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'fty^bul^fe the house is a considerable distance ftx>iti^tti^ 
ViHa|g^e oti the New York road, Laisdell was for serieifal 
day^ skulking about the house, and backwards and forwar^ds 
to th^ village; and not being bound to secrecy, or very pJki- 
losophic, he of course toW all he knew, and aAvakened rfi» 
curiosity of the people, some of whom also wandered about 
the house, and advised with Laisdell. On the knowledge of 
LaisdelVs arrival at Sing-Sing, Mr. Pierson and Matthias 
then in New York, came up to Sing-Sing, still leaving Mr. 
B. Folger and his newly-acquired bride, Mrs. Laisdell, iwk 
New York, to make the most of their time. On their arri-^ 
val, Laisdell was admitted into the house, but Isabella was: 
seriously scolded by Matthias for not treating Liisdell more 
severely, and for sending for them : for whatever he might 
think, he behaved as if he had a riQ"ht to ijive this man's 
wife away to Mr. B. Folger, and as if the other ought ta 
submit without grumbling. Piejson, however, gave him 
money, and made several propositions to him ; one cf which 
was that ho should return to JEngland to see his frivnds, for 
which p!irpose money should be provided; another was, 
that ho should return to Albany, purchase instruracmts and 
the raw materials, and that he should then come again ta 
Sing-Sing, and set up business, for which money shouMbe 
provided: and to this last he assented, without ever seeiifig' 
his wife. And while these arrangements were in progress, 
he made himself comfortable, chiefly, however, in the kitch- 
en ; where he became very talkative, even to his old enemy, 
Isabelln, who had kept him at bay daring the absence of 
the family. Matthias, too, lectured him considerably, speak- 
ing to him with authority mixed with kindness; himself 
assuming a superiority, and treating Laisdell like a boy,, 
who ought to submit without trouble. What they told hin^ 
about his wife, we don't know; bui \/e do know that he 
was neither invited to New York, nor was there anv inten- 
tion of bringing her to Sing-Sing, nor did they explain tm 
him how she was situated. In two or three days Lai^U 
was ftirnished with money, arid left the place at Sing^S§iii|^ 
to return to Albany for the purpose before mentionai. Nonw 
whether this was done inierely to* gain time, or in — -^^--^ 
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sincerity, with the strange expectation that this husband, 
being thus engaged, would quietly give up his wife, and 
remain in the same neighbourhood, and perhaps become 
one of the family, or kingdom, we know not; but this 
fiict, together with the fact of Matthias sending for his wife 
and family, to be similarly situated, has alw&ys struck us 
as a proof of his sincerity, and, at the same time, of his as- 
surance, his consummate impudence, and high opinion of 
himself: for no man, without a conceit reaching almost to 
madness, would think of sending for a wife, children, and 
son-in-law, while he and his daughter were living in the 
interchange of matrimonial enjoyments with others in the 
same house. However, the fact is positive, and our readers 
must draw what conclusions they please. Laisdell left the 
house for Albany without his wife, and Matthias returned 
to New York, leaving Mr. Pierson at Sing-Sing. 

After the lapse of a few days, when it was supposed that 
Laisdell was in Albany, Isabella discovered a figure like 
him, idling on the road near the house, and talking to a 
neighbour, Mr. Hatfield; and Isabella pointing hiiji out to 
Mr. Pierson ; that gentleman went to look after him, and 
found that it really was Laisdell himself, the real Simon 
Pure. Mr. Pierson brought him home, dined him, pretended 
to believe his tale, (of his being too late for the coach, &c.) 
and gave him more money, and took him down to Sing- 
Sing, in order to see him in a fair way of starting; but af- 
ter Mr. Pierson left him, he altered his tact, under advice 
previously given. His manners and habits certainly did 
not command respect ; it was evident he liked beer quite 
as well as his wife ; and it was equally clear, that he was 
foolish enough to enter into a strange engagement, and' 
unfaithful enough to break it. Still his stay in the village 
excited much curiosity, and himself a good deal of sympa- 
thy ; perhaps, too, he did not tell how he got the money he 
was spending. The whole village appeared excited: 
crowds walked out to see the house ; but all was mystery 
within. Laisdell at length applied to law, and set out for 
' s-New York in search of his wife, at No. 8 Third-street 
' He was not admitted^ and even threatened by Matthias, as 
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Ite had /bTdken his promise; and the family, Co avoid liis 
dhnpyhtice, and the service of a writ, fled to Sini^-Sing-vieaJifc. 
fng Ldi$cfell aiq^iin in the lurch, and without *hia \vi<#^ 
Laisdeli, iiowo'vcr, foHowed up, and arrived nijain in Sine- 
Sing. As thosv' thin^^s Ix came kiiowii in thi: village, title- 
excitement ofoourse increased; crowdsas^^eniKdcd riboutthe- 
premi^jes : the hiil which overhung or ov.-rlooked tlie- 
house, waspe-^ided; the er.iriosures were vi<!iatvd l)v some* 
and great r-umhers thronijed the road and luiio hadinirto 
the house . whih' Laislell, now assisted hy the civil pow**r, 
had the means of comp.ellini^" the paities to spj^^tir before a 
itiagistrate. Tiie cai ria</e was now got ready, and the iarm- 
ly, with great reluctan.c \ got in and drove oiT to Mr. ( 'ros- 
by's tavern, ati^e top of the iiill, where the mairislratestheiA 
sat. On the road, the carriage was of course foilov^ed by 
the mob, previously asse^mbled, ho(»tinf^ hallooing, and im- 
plicating Matthias, on whom the whole weight of the dfe- 
■pleasure of the people fell, while Mr. B. Foi:,''er, the mflfet 
culpable in this case, not only escaped their violence, but 
was enabled to protect Matthias. The family, includingr 
Mrs. B. Folger and Mrs. Laisdell, who uas v-^ry unwill- 
ing to leave Sing-Sing, determined to prolonif ner stay, if 
possible. They relied on the promise of Taaisdell, lo come 
there and live, and on the wishes of Mrs. Laisdell, to Wfy- 
main: and this (evidence she gave in court, concealing the 
real case, by stating tliat she preferred staying witli her 
brothers, and wished her husband to come there to live, as 
he had promised : but Laisdell, being unwilling, and prov- 
ing his marriage by a certificate, obtained kis wife; a&d 
set off for Albany, from whence he had been absent thres 
weeks. Thus Mr. B. Folcrer retained possession of Misl 
Laisdell about six weeks from the day of her leaving AW 
bany, in January, 1834, to her return. 

In a visit which we recently made to Sing-Sing, these 
facts were cf)nnrmtd, as i-;r e.s was known outside *tll» 
house, and bv this accordance v, .: fngain tost the trnta of tlH> 
narrative. Mrs. Laisdell, on her returfi borne, informiMS 
her mother, Mrs. Matthias, of her father's new connoziii^ 
and the situation of her brothers : and when theM bntilMft. 

3* 
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afterward returned home, the younger, John« mentioned 
the case of Mr. Folger sleeping with his sister on the road ; 
but these boys, and the men engaged chiefly out of doors 
on the farm, were not generally intimate with the in-door 
transactions. 

As to the family, a different fate awaited them. Matthias 
continued to be mobbed, and it required all the energy of 
Mr. and Mrs. Folger to protect him from personal violence. 

The next day Messrs. Voris and Prime, (the former a 
respectable lawyer, and the latter a teacher in Sing-Sing,) 
visited Mr. B. Folger, in the morning, for the purpose of 
offering their friendly aid and advice, and anxiously desir- 
ing the dismissal of Matthias, as the supposed cause of the 
various suspicions : for some of the bolder people now de- 
clared their belief of the facts we have related ; viz. that 
Matthias had taken Mrs. B. Folger ; and Mr. B. Folger, 
Matthias' daughter, even though a married woman ! Isa- 
btella saw these gentlemen approaching the house, and know- 
ing that Matthias and Mrs. Folger were yet in bed, and to- 
gether ! and being unwilling, as she expressed herself, that 
they should be caught in this situation — for their connexion, 
though known to the kingdom, was not acknowledged to 
the world, or among the devils, as the whole family, in 
imitation of Matthias, were accustomed to call other people: 
and in this, perhaps, Matthias gave more offence to many 
individuals than by his associations; — Isabella being un- 
willing that they should be so caught, hastened into their 
room, to which she had access, as before explained, and 

fave the necessary information : on which, Mrs. B. Folger 
urriedly assumed her garments ; while Isabella went to 
call Mr. B. Folger, also in bed. He and Mrs. B. Folger 
4hcn received their visiters, and not very kindW^ declined 
their services ; in fact, they considered their o^rs as ob- 
trusive: the parties had then no wish to alter their circum- 
stances, and regarded advice, out of the kingdom, as the 
advice of devils. 

. After the departure of Mrs. Laisdell, Mr. B. Folger re- 
turned to Catherine Galloway, with the knowledge and 
jaaBiBtance of Mrs. B. Folger, who again discovered-that they 



NARRATITE OF ISABELLA. '31 

were matched spirits : she assisted in making tip clothes for 
her, and adorned her naturally rather plain person in the 
best manner ; and apparently took so much interest in her 
happiness, as to inquire after her wadded enjoyments, as 
proofs of their being matched spirits. This extreme atten- 
tion to personal pleasures, among the adults, led to a par- 
tial neglect of others in the household, or kingdom, at a 
later period. Thus Mr. Pierson's daughter was made to 
wear §ome garments made from rejected clothes of Cathe- 
rine, after Catherine dressed well, and spent a large por- 
tion of her time in the parlour; while this child, then *bnly 
ten years old, did considerable of the chamber-work, and 
cren washed the outside stoop to their handsome establish- 
ment ; which, we suppose, Catherine would have done had 
-there been less love. We do not know that this union was 
known or approved by Mr. Pierson, as before expressed, at 
least there is no proof of it : it was not openly avowed, but. 
it was the frequent subject of conversation between Cathe- 
rine and Isabella, and occasionally mentioned or referred ' 
to by Mrs. B. Folger, to one or other or both together, of 
the other two. Catherine slept avowedly with Elizabeth, 
Mr. Pierson's daughter, the child before mentioned, in the 
north wing ; Mr. B. Folger slept over Matthias' room, and 
Matthias and Mrs. Folger slept in the front parlour. Ca- 
therine used to get from her bed, leaving the child, and went 
up to Mr. B. Folger's room : this the child not only knew, 
but talked about ; it is true she was but a child, but we 
think Mrs. B. Folger, who had the charge of this child, 
ought not to have placed her in such a situation. 

With regard to several members of the kingdom, no se* 
crecy was attempted. At a leOe period, in Third-street, 
Isabella would frequently go into Mr. Folger^s room with " 
Catherine, and remain there till Mr. B. Folger came up, 
when she retired, and saw the door locked on them both, 
no reserve being thought necessary in her case: The con- 
sequence, too , of this intercourse was a miscarriage on the 
part of Catherine; which unfortunately occurred in the 
parlour, in a full meeting of the kingdom, when Matthks 
was lecturing. As this was a very early miscarriage, it 
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was- attended with a little sickness only, and E]ii<flbeth/<he 
child, Wfis made to attend her, and even to wash her gir- 
mcntL^ V?, consequences, in the parlour, were observed by 
the child befoFe mentioned; who spoke of the occurrence 
as sin;^ii]ar, without understanding it; and yet she pert 
formed part of the washinif^ which this circumstance occa- 
sioned. 

It does not tippear that iVlr. B. Folt^cr wiis ever fondiof 
Catherine, })ut took iier merely {jsa suhstitutH: or, as iga- 
bella coarse'iy expresi^es heiseli", as a hack. Catherine, on 
the contrary, appears to have bt^en extremely fond of Mr.: B. 
Folger: he was indeed a handsome man, but rather effem- 
inate — only, however, in appearance ; of extremely pleas- 
ing manners, very polite, and very generous: vvbiki she 
was a woman of no conversation, nor of any qualifications 
but those fit for the kitchen. The consequence was, a dis- 
satisfaction on the part of Mr. B. Folger ; he found that he 
had given up an extremely pleasing female to his bearded 
friend ; and got, in exchange, a woman whom he did not 
value. In spite of Mrs. B. Folger's and Catherine's dis- 
covering that Catherine was the match spirit to Benjamin, 
l^as Mrs. B. Folger used to call her husband,) this dissatis- 
laction was shown, by Mr. 13. Folger, not tovvards Cathe- 
rine, but towards Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger, whom he 
now evidently wished to recover. This, we have no doubt, 
was foreseen by Mrs. B. Folger; and hence her anxiety to 
adorn Catherine, and to please her husband through her ; 
for in all these transactions, besides the teaching's of the 
Spirit, we generally perceive some human passion or prin- 
ciple at work, to which the teachings of the S})irit ecem 
subservient. Indeed this is the danger of the doctrine of 
supposing feelings supernatural, or the effects of the Spirit 
of God ; they are liable to he mistaken or confounded. Mr. 
■B. Folger's dissatisfaction evidently increased, till the final 
'breaking up of the kingdom, of which it w^as the cause: 
■fknd, in its progress, produced singular scenes and curious 
fefiects. Of course it begun in gentle miirmurs, which grad- 
nially rose to a storm, and even a hnrricrn.^ ; when a calm 
would ^nsue, to be succeeded by other inurmurs, ^tonas^ 
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and hurricanes : while the terms of peace were often curi- 
ous, and quite characteristic, involving singular violations 
of decorum, and curious reasonings and self-deceptions^ to 
reconcile practices even to an altered code of morals. In- 
dulgences were granted to Mr. B. Folger by Mrs.B. Fol- 
ger, as the terms of peace ; but these will Uie illustrated as 
we progress in this singular narrative. 

In the spring of 1833, the kingdom was increased by a 
family from Albany. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, (before 
mentioned,) with their young children, joined them, as an 
experiment. Mr. Thompson was a combmaker in Albany; 
he had seen Matthias there, and knew something of ihim : 
he heard of the wealth of the parties at Sing-Sing through 
Matthias' wife, Laisdell, and the family; and hi* held 
some peculiar notions about the advantages of living in the 
country and in families. About March, or soon after Mrs. 
Laisdell had returned home, he visited Sing-Sing, and then 
made arrangements to bring his family and be admitted 
into the kingdom ; he to be employed about the ferm, and his 
wife in needle-work. We have seen both the husband and 
wife, but at different periods, and not in each other's pre- 
sence, but in the presence of other persons. Mr. Thomp- 
son does not profess to have believed in the supernatural 
character of Matthias ; but he had no objection to the prin- 
ciple, that heaven should be upon earth, or that men should 
be as comfortable as possible; and that large families were, 
by united efforts, best calculated to effect that object. He 
had no objection to some of the doctrines of Matthias, and 
could see no great harm in Matthias holding any curious 
notions, provided he was at liberty himself, and nothing 
more required of him but hearing ;: at least, he was willing 
to make the trial ; and his wife necessarily came along with 
him, without any particular profession. Mr. Thompson did 
not know, at first, the connexion between Matthias and Mrs. 
B. Folger, nor that between Mr. B. Folger and Catherine, 
when he took his family. He soon, however, made these 
discoveries ; but at first flattered himself that his wife could 
not see them, and consequently woidd rem^n with a mind 
vncontaininated ; and he even reproved her for 8ome obser* 
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.▼anions she made, which raised a suspicion of tHalt 4kfttd. 
'thus he 'flattered himself on his own shrewdnesis; «^i4flle 
she made far greater discoveries than he did; butpf^fenfly 
' made a timely retreat, after some initiating instruction. 
Mrs. Thompson had all to learn and much to discbVifer. 
She soon perceived that Mrs. B. Folger did not sleep wSth. 
her husband : she next observed, that there was but 6ne 
chamber in which she could sleep, unless with Matthias ; 
and in that chamber china was placed on the bed after using; 
and she was much struck to find the china apparently in 
the same position on a successive morning. In ordet to 
satisfy herself on this point, this lady, with very natural 
curiosity, made an experiment. She placed some pieces of 
china in a particular position on the bed ; and then her cu- 
riosity was satisfied, by finding, on the following day, those 
pieces retained precisely the same position. Thus, wiiJle 
Mr. Thompson was flattering himself on his superior 
shrewdness, and was very cunning to keep his wife in the 
dark, islic had actually proved what he had only suspected. 
This experiment wa§, however, wholly unnecessary; the 
union of Matthias with Mrs. B. Folger became a subject of 
conversation afterward, between the latter and Mrs. Thonlp- 
son, as Mrs. Thompson says; to her Mrs. B. Folgerac- 
knowledgrd, that the union was of her seeking — that she 
had seen the two volumes of smoke miite in one — that she 
had visions, and that God instructed her how to act ; ahd, 
as we before observed, advised Mrs. Thompson to go to tne 
iSither (Matthias) for interpretations, if she (Mrs. Thompson) 
had visions, dreams, &c. To her Mrs. B. Folger declared 
the superior powers of Matthias, and affirmed that there 
was no man but him, and that even her husband was not a 
man : and such open avowals, based upon divine teachings, 
or impressions, admitted, of course, of questions bein^ k3k- 
ed, and some would very naturally arise. Thus IV^rs. 
Thompson asked, ^' But when you go to New-York^ wJiere 
your husband is, do 3^ou not sleep with him?" To ibis 
questipn Tsy^ ajjgwered, *• Yes ;" and then a justiflcatiog- \}y , 
. obeerving that penjamin was but a child, hecpjild^Sd- Her 
no harm; it was only like a mother sleeping witfe* h^^ij&iu 
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Thesf .were the subjects of frequent conversations, with sin-. 
gVijar ijiiislrafions. "The Spirit," she observed, -•* worked" 
wifftc-Mait'lrias, but it did not work with Benjavii?i:^[ Thijg. 
wias' Mrs. Thompson being initiated into the whole ofthe ' 
mysteries,, while her husband was arriving at the same in-' 
formation by observations, reflections, and more cautious 
cotlversatibns with, Mr. Pierson and Matthias. 

We have no acquaintance with these persons, ^.\^. iiever 
saw them before or afterward: they are attaclied to Mr. 
and Mrs. Folger, and only gave us this information in con- 
versation, as not being bound to secrecy. The strength, 
thign, of this additional testimony is, i/i ih ycrfcci accord- 
ance w'lih v»^ii;U we brfore knew: for, as strangers, we could 
not have relii'd cii thcir'shigle testimony, hfy.vcver respect- 
abb^ andarth^s.s they rnight-appear : but as il-vir testimony, 
was individual, and apj)arently disinterested, v.ilh a feeling 
in favour even of'all the parties, including Matthias and 
JVfr. and Mrs. Folger, and as that testimony accords with 
Isiibella's, vvo regard it as good evidence, from the Impossi- 
bitity of its being otherwise ; for amusing or slanderous 
falsehoods would not accord u'ith each other. 

Soon after Thompson came to Sing-Sing, (he believes on 
the first Sunday.) he witnessed a cut ious jealous i\X of Mr. 
B. Folger, and a singular termination. Of course we can 
only relate a portion of what took place. Mr. H. Folger's 
discontent, on this occasion, rose to such a height, that lie 
denied Matthias' right to Mrs. Folger, and high words 
arid" Jingry feelings ensued : but as Mr. B. Folger had q, 
legal claim to the lady, Matthias could use only spiritual 
weapons; and he alternately denounced judgments, with a 
high hand and a strong voice, and appealed to the sympa- 
thy of Mr. B. Folger, and to his religious faith. The fam- 
ily, it appears, had received anonymous letters, threaten- 
ing' Matthias, and treating him as an impostor ; and Mr. B. 
Folger^ in his angry moments, applied similar epithets. 
Mkltkias, in great fury on this occasion, stalked about the 
paiflbuT, cursing v/ith all his soul; and collecting the vari- 
ouJfleft^rs, and Some other documents, thrust them into the 
fiie/lteno'UDcing the most horrid curses upon their authors, 
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and then upon Mr. B. Folger and others who had not fidth 
in his prophetic character ; he cursed also the quills, and 
goose that supplied the quills for these writings. This 
scene, however, thus terminated. 

It is evident Matthias could not retain Mrs. B. Folger by 
violence, and these paroxysms of passion and curses only 
served to subdue the spirit of Mr. B. Folger, and perhaps ^ 
allay his passion by the creating of fe^r, lest h,e should 
really be opposing God's anointed. Matthias appealed to 
his sensibilities and to his own^ superior character : and 
when all was calm, Matthias solemnly observed, *' I grieve 
in the spirit for a bosom companion." Some conversation 
then arose with him and Mr. B. Folger about the object ; 
when Matthias declared, that there was but one person of 
sufficient purity of mind for him, or suitable to his charac- 
ter, in fact his match spirit, and that was Mrs. B. Folger. 
Matthias added, "You know I have declared Ann (Mrs. 
B. Folger) to be the Mother." To this Mr. B. Folger 
replied, *' Thy will be done ;" and Matthias rejoined, " I 
have not found such great faith, no, not jn Israel." And 
Mrs. B. Folger was thus a second time deliberately given 
Cip to Matthias by her husband's consent : and the covenant 
was sealed by the ceremony of washing or baptizing : and 
Mr. B. Folger was, on this occasion, solemnly washed, in 
the manner before described, by the conjoint services of 
Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger, and this was known to the 
. whole household. The washing part is, indeed, the only 
portion that Isabella has spoken to, as the rest took place 
in the parlour while she was in the kitchen ; but she knew 
the rest by report, which accorded with the information we 
had received from other sources. 

While Thompson was there, another occurrence took 
place, to which he attaches some importance, but in which 
we can see nothing but a good dinner. A fatted calf was 
ready for the knife, and Matthias chose to make it a time of 
rejoicing and amusement. He called the season a feaat, _ 
and Mr. Thompson one of the Levitts, dxiiordained him 
butcher on the occasion. The fatted calf was killed, variotus , 
Scripture' names were given to the parties, and the desk ' 



« 

in various Ibrms, rottM, Yjto/i^l dnd ^t^^ #idi 
sqteMt •ofe^mpaniments : and the whole femilY; fnciudid^ 
.tJtont'wIie' worked om of doors, sat down ta table, makiaf 
moM thdtt twenty. Of the adiilts were Matthias, Mr. Pier- 
.Bon^ .Mr. and Mrs. Folger, Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, and * 
Hehfiy, a young Englishman, now in Ohio, and, from hft 
long r«0id^ce, acquainted with most of these facts. Cathe- 
rine and Isabella were also there ; the latter taking the head 
of the Ittbie, next to Matthias, by invitation, as, from acci^ 
^nt, ^ery other place was filled before she came to the 
table. ' Of juniors, there were Matthias' children ; Eliza- 
beth; Mr. Pierson's daughter; Mr. Folger*s children, Mr. 
ThompBon^s children, and Catherine's by her late husband 
This least received a Scriptnral name, but we do hot iden- 
tify it with any fixed principle, belief, or practice. 

In June, 1834, an event occurred which immediately de- 
cided Mr. Thompson on leaving, the kingdom, after a so- 
foum. of little more than three weeks. Matthias, his son, 
and Mf. and Mrs. Folger, were returning to Singling, 
&om New York, in their carriaofe, when an accident oor ' 
corred, and the carriage broke down, some distance fitM 
Yonketa Matthias took advantage of this circumstance^ 
«is he did of most others, to enforce his authority. His 8ob 
had:beeQ appointed driver, but Mr. B. Folger chose to con- 
duct the. carriage, and was in the act of driving when the 
accident occurreid; and to this act of disobedience Matthias 
ascribed the mischance. With him every One in the fiimi)^ ' 
was mrikuDed to some duty or office, and any deviation frokii 
this, was considered an act of disobedience. We believe U ' 
Tms judicious in his appointments, and suited the emplcyv^ • 
msaft to the person; while he, as the Father, and Mrs. B; 
Folgfis, aethe Mother, directed all, and received the homage 
dneitOifiBclL Matthias, on this accident, was out of temper, 
aodcaascibtd it. wholly to a curse resting on disobedienca - 
.Bot he.! had other causes of discontent; for this aocidonl 
eMiyi4flbe party to remain at Yonkers, where they putap 
«ivjliKi(Christfie]d's store and tavern, who assisted thetti 
with their broken carriage, and engaged to cany them Imt* 
next* day. TIffi tavemke^fier, knewkigtheiMir- 
4 
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ties, provided a doable bed for Mr. and Mrs. Fjfign€^WBA 
on the same floor provided other beds, for Mattbiais^ Gsthe- 
rine, and the boy. We have, since then, seen th^ee Tootns, 
and obtained some facts from the landlord. Thue, withoiit 
an open declaration of the peculiar situation of the.parties, 
for which, it appears, they were not prepared, Mr. JP. Fol- 
ger was obligecf to sleep with his wife. We da not know 
thiit Matthias laid him under any injunction, or heavy cur- 
ses, as we believe he did on some other occasions, when 
under trial of his faith ; and when under these circum- 
.sumcnd, he was permitted to enjoy the presence of his wife 
in bed, but denied the privileges , of a husband, ander the 
severest curses which Matthias could bestow, and the fear 
of which, he supposed, would destroy passion or . deeire in 
Mr. B. Folger ; from which he then inferred the will of 
God, that he, Mr. B. Folger, was not her match spirit. We 
Lclieve thi?? to have been practised, but we do not know the 
consequences ; Matthias, we suspect, deceived himself. On 
this occasion, Mr. B. Folger laboured under no curse ; 
perhaps he contrived to keep in company till bedtime, and 
thus avoided an injunction. Matthias, however, pretended 
to have confidence in him, and the p;irties went to bed as 
the landlord had arranged. In the morning Matthias cross- 
ed the passage, opened the door of Folger's room, and de- 
manded if "all was well." Thus much we must have put 
up with, had Mrs. Folger held her tongue; but Mrs. 
• Thompson relates, that she told the affair to her; and add- 
ed, that she felt utterly prostrate in the morning, with no 
power to rise or get up, till Matthias assisted her : and we 
believe she was going to say, until she was purified or 
washed ; but finding that she could not mention the subject 
to her own mind, she broke off, declaring it impossible to 
explain herself; indeed we found that she had already said 
more than we had a right to expect, and her very connision 
looked as if she had been betrayed into the truth. We 
have since found that Catherine, who slept on the tame 
floor, and whose curiosity prompted her to make obsenr*- 
tioDS, confirms this testimony. 

The next day. the &miiy set forward in two ci 
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iWlitc^ driven by Mr. Christfield, With Mrs. B. F<Ag^ 
aiid Oiiltlbrine in it ; and the other by Mr. H. Folger. Mat- 
thias- bein|; out of humour, declined riding, and obstinately . 
refused ttie continued entreaties of Mr. B. Folgcr ; who at 
length drove on, and left him on foot, having about eighteen 
miles to walk. Mr. Christfield having left the family, re- 
turned with the carriage, and met Matthias on his journey, 
with whom he conversed some time. And here we discov- 
er a characteristic trait of Matthias ; for he repeated his 
inquiries about the journey, putting the question' several 
times, **Was there 7io accident f^ which suggested to Mr. 
Christfield the idea, that Matthias wo61d have been pleased 
if there had. been. This is perfectly characteristic; Mat- 
thias' great influence lay in the heartiness of his curses, and 
in his adroitness in interpreting natural or accidental events 
as the results of his judgments. Whi]e Matthias was at 
the tavern, he assumed a superior deportment ; r»nd inform.ed 
Mr. Christfield that all was under his direction, 'und that he 
would pay his bill. In the mean time Mr. B. Folger had 
'paid the bill ; and this being discharged, Mr. Christfield 
was not particularly sympathetic with Matthias' reaolutioh 
to wait 

On Uie arrival of the party at Sing-Sing, M;itihias' con- 
duct became the subject of conversation to the family, then 
sitting down to dinner, and Mr. Pierson immediately des- 
patched a man with a horse to meet him. But Mr.Thomp- 
8on perceiving no prospect of great comfort from the divi- 
sions in the family, and from Matthias' authoritative, or ra- 
ther tyrannical manner, at once resolved to leave thehou8e;^ 
and taking leave of the party, wentoffj even before Matthias 
returned; leaving, however, his wif^, till he could make 
arrangements for her removal. The authoritative manner 
of Matthias was, no doubt, a sufficitin reason for his remo- 
Tal, and this he assigned to us; but he had other sufficient 
reasons, one oT which he gave to Isabella when preparing 
for his departure : he observed, " There is too much chang- 
ing of wives here ; I have a nice little woman, and I should 
, ndt much like to lose her." Nor was this said withoQt 
rettfoii". bis Hide wife was looked at, as a victim of lore or 
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^ytofl^^ ^e diief membejrs in the kingdiQiU. ^-B^^l^^gl^ 

.iMl4 noticed her significantly; Mr3. B. FplgeJC ]bM;&l#Fi4cV 

.ed her in some of the mysteries ; and Matthias ha4 aft lea^t 
attempted to corrupt her mind; whiU Mr. Pi^raon had 

.some pretensions to her, as he was partly in despair of oh- 
taining the lady for whom he hdd so long waited. These 
are rather inferences than facts; hut they are fair infer- 
ences, when all the circumstances are known and con- 

. sidered. 

Mr. B. Folger had been disappointed in Matthias' daugh- 
ter: he was not satisfied with Catherine; and although he 
had twice* given up his wife formally, he never lost his af- 
fection for her^ nor did she lose her influence over him; 
he was consequently in a constant state of irritation; for 
while he professed a belief in Matthias' power, he yet could 
not acquiesce in the substitution of a very plain, unpolished 
woman,- for his fascinating wife. Events, too, turned the 
mind of Mr. Pierson on the same subject. He had been 
very happy in his marria<:^e ; nor could he be reconciled to 
the death of his wife, till he was amused with the thought 
of again possessing her spirit in the person of another^, and 
when there appeared but little hope of possessing his first 

.object, he became imsetliod. and sometimes even thought 
to rival Matthias ; and even expressed an opinion that he 
ought to have been the Father, and that Mi>. B. Folger 
ought to have been his; and in despair of this, lu-rned his 
attention to Mis. Thompson, without, perhaps, her know- 

, ins: it: for Mr. Pierson was always extremely modest in 
his deportment, and never gave Ii^t any ofl'enct;, butsorae- 

i times paid her little attentions. But this subject was dis- 
cussed with Matthias, especially with Mr. B. Folger; and 
it was long airitating, whether Mrs. Thom))Son should be 
given up to Mr. Pierson, or to Mr. B. Folger ; and this 
was only prevented by her timely removal, at her wish, 
when she became acquainted with some of these fkcta. It is 
true that we should not present this subject to the public as 
&cts, on the evidence we possess in relation to any other set 

; ^ people, nor should we believe it of other peipypl? ; but 
Ib^re is no reason for disbelieving it, in zektiofi to these 



miFi—i. iir it is consistent with their former and alter cq|i- 
octet, Mhd of which we have positive proof; and we venture 
to saj^ccnld we see Mr. Pierson's diary, it ^^tHAJd conta^l 
erideaoe of what we have now asserted. This diary has 
been denied iis, while it has been the subje^u oi' converse 
tioQ, and much stranger things have thus been revealed ^ 
froin that source. 

In addition to the testimony, of Isabella on tbi,^.s>ibject, 
we get at the following lacts : — Mr. Thompson relived to 
us tlie doctrine of Matthias on the subject of mu: riage, and 
their eifects, as extremely artful, based on apparently lofty 
morals and high pretensions to superior power -and divine 
wisdom;, but, in their progress, calculated to overcome tlvj 
barriers to female purity, which might be abused at any 
time. There is no proof of Matthias' incontinence to Mrs. 
B. Folger, but his opinions might be applied to a comipu- 
nity of /emales, if he had chosen, after the manner of Ma- 
homet. /He then mentioned, that Matthias had thus attempt* 
ed to overcome the modesty, of his wife; who herself told 
us, that she had objected to any bathing ceremony : but 
MaUhias, in talking to heron this subject, had reproved her 
ibr her pride, obstinacy, and improper thougiit.s; he said 
to her, ** You have a little devil about you, which I shall 
sometime see. in spite of your present pride." And this 
her hus>band interprets as referring to the exposure of her 
person. And yet he then entertained considerable respect 
for Matthias, at least no ill-will ; and hoped, in treating on 
the account of the kingdom, that we should not be too 9e^ 
vere on the old man, as he did not think him worse than 
ethers in the kingdom. 

Mr. Thompson, it will be observed, went away from Sing* 
8ing, partly on suspicions of this sort, but left his wife tSl 
he could make arrangements for her departure. Previous 
to her husband* s resolution she had reason to suspect some 
such design ; but as the approaches were gradual, and the 
langua^ doubtful, there was an uncertainty as to che inten- 
tion of the party. Mrs. Thompson then informed us, that 
|Cr. B. Foiger would sometimes walk under the pordct^ in 
ttot$ tf ibe bouse with Matthias, aftd veot his djstj>jpoi»t 
4» 
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flient tii^t he hMl gi^en up his wife, and hi^- bdu 
nmteh spirit^ for he could not be content with* 
«nd Matthias would comfort him, urge him to ^patkKnco^ and 
waure him that God would provide a match spirit for him; 
and on one occasion assured him, that perhaps that very 
house contained such a match spirit He frequently re- 
peated, that Elizabeth (Mrs. Thompson's nanie) ami benja- 
min were Scripture names, and indicated a Ukeness of spi- 
rit. And these conversations, part of which were frequently 
heard, she understood as referring to her. And after her 
husband's departure, the doors were locked and bohed, at 
perfect variance with Matthias' former doctrines, which de- 
spised locks and bolts; and, in explanation, Matthias ob- 
served, " If I have a tender lamb, and I see a wolf coming 
to take it,' shall I not take care of her ?" This, too, Mrs. 
Thompson understood as referring to her ; but the bolts 
might also have reference to his unpopularity in Sing-Sing, 
Matthias also distinctly told her, that her husband was. not 
her match spirit. Now this lady may have been mistaken 
in some of her conclusions, but she could not be in others. 
On her husband's return, she immediately acquainted him 
with her suspicions, and he removed her as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Our explanation of this strange affair is this. Matthias 
had taken Mrs. B. Folger, at her will, for his own pleasure. 
To justify this he was obliged to enforce and enlarge upon 
his fonner doctrines, of the marriage of devils, match spirits, 
Ac. His doctrine of heaven upon earth led to persihial q6- 
joyments, which, in the weak and perverted minds of sotoe 
01 the establishment, led to voluptuousness, as yielding the 
greatest enjoyment, and hence a gross sensuality pervaded 
flie whole establishment. Mr. F^erson was disappointed ; 
and Mr. B. Folger clamorous — deceived in obtaining aplain 
widow, instead <^ a beautiful virgin, and impatieaiit at his 
dieaj^poititment Matthias was led to adopt mxy- measures 
toi^ittisfy the parties; and like many others, oniy aonght 
hoW'to get oiit of present difiicukies, even at ^ risk of 
oAieffr. But let the iftterpTetation be what it wilH the feidls 
^mtiii ^toiktei^ ^nd may be ^M oiv thai Mi«tkM^«A6 
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poBderiii^ upon the propriety of inducing Mrs. ThompdoU' 
to give herself up to either Mr. Pierson or Mr. B. Folger, 
with whom conferences were held on the subject ; and, as 
we hefore observed, we venture to say, that Mr. Pierson's 
diary will contain evidence of this. The other facts, what- 
ever conclusions may be drawn from them, may be equally 
relied on ; ahd therefore otir conclusion, if not b^mrect, ^ 
at least according to evidence, in the circums(|Luces of the 
party ; but every reader will, of course, draw his own con- 
elu3ton. 

Nom.— When fiCni. Thompson wa» preparing to leave Sinc-Stew, Mrs. B. Fol- 
ger, aware that she carried with her aorae secrets of the kingoMxi, whieh it 
umears ahe was ilot desirous shoald be made public, said to her, amiMigst oiher , 
I^WiM * Well, you are going to leave us ; now what can you sajr you have seea 
haret jou cannot aay jovLiOLve seen me sleeping with Father Bfatthia% eaa 

fool" To which lirs.Thomp8on says she replied, "No, ala'aa^ icaawit say 
ev«r nw you sleeping together ; I have only seen you in Marthhs' rojpm ni 
yow nlgfcTtimhti, and with your shoes and stockings off.'' 
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M0r, JBtmft de/enee^ <md account qf the bunnesg transactions ^f Mr^ 
Piencn and Mr. B, H. Folger—Land sj>ecula(ion*-~Mr. Purson*s 
mtiriowi manner of doing bmsiness^— Globe 9tove factory t causes <^ 
Ume — Magnificent i chemt of a Temple—Mr. JF*olger!8 jeaious^ERs 
reaolution — Singular dialogue and uproar in the kingdom — jhreao- 
tuition of Mr. Folger^ indulged by Mrs. Folger— TTu Tillage in com- 
flU)tion — Matthias shared— Mrs. Folger* s distress — Matthias driven 
from Sing^Sine — Mr. Picrson^s pi-eiensions to be the Father — Mrs. 
Folger rejoins Matthias in New York ; her anxiety aboui himj with 
ehila urith a supposed holy son ; pretensions to be freed from sickrUss 
^—Managemsnt of the property in the kingdom — Strange i7\faiuation 
of Mr. Pitrson and Mr. Folgei- relative to Mr. Hun^s claims — Mr. 
thtnt referred to Matthias about his claims— forces a settltAnent by a 
suit at law — iWr. Hunt applied to^ to lerite for Mr. B. Folger ^ before 
Col. ^one — Mr. Hunfs opinions qfthe parties and cirenmsiances. 

While the events which we have been relating were in 
progress, there were others of a distinct nature, contemporary, 
which we have not mentioned, because they were princi- 
pally unconnected with the events we have related ; and 
their introduction w^uld have spoiled the unity of those 
transactions which bore upon each other. We must now, 
however, introduce another person, and with him the his- 
tory of his connexion with Matthias, Mr. Pierson, and Mr. 
B. Folger. 

In pages 247, 8, 9, of Mr. Stone's book we find the fol- 
lowing : 

** There is no doubt of the fact, that there were a set of 
thorough-bred knaves hanging about the skirts o( Pierson 
and Folger, more especially the former ; a knot of harpies, 
, who, availing themselves of the delusion by which those 
gentlemen were blinded, sported with their credulity, under 
pretext of joining the association, but in reality to plunder 
them of their property. Such an impression has long been 
entertained by those conversant with their pecuniai"y con- 
cerns; and when circumstances previously known are com- 
pared with some of the private but imperfect memoranda 
left by Mr. Pierson, the proof is as clear as cowld be de- 



sof^ tjb/il there wsa inde^ a^conabination. of rcHifiters wlj^ 
p]hvfi4efi^theiD, though the evidence 1$ not exactly ^ck li^ 
c^ hfiog; hoQQie the faucts, in a leg^l form/to a court an^ 
j^^y, The loose papers^ just referred to, contain various 
entries of moneys advanced, or rather given, to these people?, 
7o one individual, on a certain occasion, he gave the s\iiii 
of one thousand dollars, by direction, as he supposed, of the 
Holy Spirit, and with a promise, from the same source, 
that he should receive th refold in return. Pier^on and 
Folger were likewise inveigled iato various unfortunate 
speculations in patented inventions, by which many sums 
of money were lost. What some of these unlucky adven- 
tures were, the reader will discover by the following ; rayer, 
taken from the papers of the former : — 

*''Nov. \2th, 1833. Spirit of Truth ! guide us into -the 
right way concerning the globe stove, self-loading cart, and 
planing machine. Manifest thy mind concerning these 
things, that we may know and do thy pleasure. 

** * I ask that the evil spirits may have no power to hinder 
the successful and beneficial operation of these things. 

** * O Lord God ! let not the enemies, triumph over u^, but 
send help, such as is needed. 

" * We [I] consei^rate the gain to the building of thy king^ 
dom. Now, Lord Grod, hear this my prayer.' 

'^ They likeM ise embarked, to a considerable extent, in 
speculations o( real estate — always under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit— Mr. Pierson having the vision, and Mr. 
Folger making the purchases and sales. These were not 
all unsuccessful, but no very great profits were realized. 
And even had there been, the avails would have been swal- 
lowed up in the stock operations which Mr. Pierson sup- 
posed he was making by the same Divine direction. The 
following is a copy of one of his spiritual missives, to Mr.^ 
Folger, to purchase stock : — 

'"'June 3, 1833. Wrote to B. H. Folger. Now is the 
accepted time; buy three Ijundred shares. Let it be left 
with thee to sell, and I will direct. More than ten will he 
i)btalned for it. Cost, 105 per cent' " 

ikm.A Mr. Hunt, the inventor of the globe stovesi cpor 
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fl&dera tihnself as one of the persons alluded to in the albvW 
paragraph-; and alluded to in such a manner, that while 
It serves as an accusation, understood by him and hia friends, 
he is not named or mentioned in any way which make^ the 
author -of the allusion responsible. This is cowardly, mean, 
a stab in the dark. It was this trait in Mr. Stone's book 
which first arrested our attention, and determined us to re- 
ply to it, could we get at the facts. And what depcndance 
is to be placed on such allusions may be judged by the in- 
&mous attack on the Mrs. ***, and tne exposure which we 
gare of that in the first part. 

We are not about to deny allegations made in relation to 
persons whom we have not seen or known, and concerning 
which we have never examined. Some allusions may re- 
fer to facts, which could be established ; but then, we think, 
these facts ought to be stated, in relation to such individuals, 
leaving the public to draw such conclusions as the facts jus- 
tify. Instead of which, we find the basest charges brought 
in the meanest manner ; and in the cases we have examined, 
these charges have been vicious, or designing. 

Wo have seen Mr. Hunt; he has put into our hands pa- 
pers prepared for a court of law ; he has given us erery 
information we sought, and candidly answered every ques- 
tion, and explained every matter apparently doTilHful, and 
challenges even public exposure, without reserve : and as 
we have followed up his references, through the most re- 
spectable Sources, we get at what we believe the truth. 

Though Mr. Pierson had left business, and wns very de- 
sirous of becoming a minister of religion, and, as such, was 
a close student, especially of his Bible ; and although he 
was successively engaged with various institutions, and 
particularly the Magdalene scheme, which he first estab- 
lished, and to whom it was finally given up, after the pub- 
lic testimony and the publication of the celebrated report. 
Although he was thus busy in collecting inmates for that 
institution, managing it, and forming a church, and after- 
Ward so closely engaged with Matthias, he was, neverthe- 
less, engaged, in speculations, and had a particular inclina* 
ti(m for machinery and patent-rights. With this object in 
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view iie obtained an interview with Mr/ Hunt, (ni^nfidiMll 
above,^ in 1832, through a disciple of Mr. Pierson/n^hose 
^ame aae not appeared, becau^ he was not connected with 
Matthias^ and by Mr. Pierson Mr. Hunt was introduced to 
Mr. B. H. Folger. Soon after the first introduction, Mt. 
Pierson informed that gentleman that he had considerable 
sums of money at command, which he would like to invest 
in machinery and patents ; and wished Mr. Hunt, whom 
he regarded as a mechanical genius, to direct him in the 
disposal of his money, and urged him to commence some 
operations. This gentleman, aware of the uncertainty a£ 
mechanical operations, dissuaded him from this purpose, 
and advised a speculation in lots in the upper wards. \Vith 
much difficulty Mr. Hunt succeeded, and introduced Mr. 
Hiram Parker to Mr. Pierson, a respectable land agent in 
the 6th and 3d Avenues. Wo happened to bo known to " 
Mr. Hunt, ani we knew Mr. Parker ; the former sought 
us out, and we sought out the latter : and thus we have 
seen both the gentlemen separately, and obtained from them 
a correct account. 

It appears that speculations in land, to the amount of 
fifty thousand dollars, were entered into by these gentlemen. 
The land was bought principally by Mr. Parker, assisted 
by Mr. Kant These purchases were made in the name 
of B. H. Folger^ but chiefly with Mr. Pierson's money, as 
Mr. Parker supposes. The fact is, that Mr. Pierson would 
not suffer his name to be used in any way connected with 
either manu&ctories or speculations ; but he was regularly 
consulted, and appeared the principal in the transactions. ^ 
We believe his reason for not putting his name to these 
secular transactions was, that he wished, as before express- 
ed, to be a minister, and supposed these business and spec- 
ulating concerns would injure his claiins to the ministry, 
Mr. Rirker and Mr. Hunt were to have a small share of 
the profits, if any, for their agency, but supplied no capita!. 
Matthias, it appears, objected to the appropriation di this 
money in the purchase of land — he called it buying his 
moUier — and he had then much influence over Mr. Pier- 
Matthias presehed that the whole earth was Ihelf^ 
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^^..J9rp9id be iotbeur poflfliMionwhqi the kmgdMi^^WH 
.comglet^: tiad on this hint Mr. Hunt, iRrho was nul-a^is- 
/ej|i^ vflgti that there coul4 be no impropiiety iu ^^imt^kh 
Wmng 1^ portion of it now an opportunity offered j «Ml>lAHi^ 
for the time, obtained both his and Mr. Pieison's oonseot 
But jybt^hias' objections were renewed; and taking adwmh 
tage of opportunities, under the direction of Mr P^urker, 
those lots were finally resold, and the accounts i<:^efei^ at a 
profit of about eight thousand. We have this hom Mf. 
Parker, who very candidly gave us every information ; and 
not knowing that wc knew Mr. Hunt, referred to him fbf 
further information : and thus we* obtained a corrobonUkMi 
of Mr. Hunt's statements. 

Mr. Parker is now in occasional intercourse with Mr. 
B. H. Polger ; of him he remarks, that, as hr as the tiaiia- 
actions with him, on which he lays emphasis, he has been 
always honourable : he also considers Mr. Piersonand Mr. 
Hunt, particularly, honourable in all their transactions. 

On inquiry, we found that the money actually paid:doi«i 
on the various purchases was a very considerable propoi^ 
tjon of the whole ; in some cases half, but in many two 
thirds. Mr. Pierson, however, was not satisfied with jthese 
speculations ; and, even before they were closed, urged Mr. 
Hunt to commence the manufacture of his globe stoves, in 
partnership, desiring also to buy the patent-right M his 
entreaty Mr. Hunt commenced a manufacture, in partner- 
ship with Mr. Pierson, and afterward with Mr. H. Folger. 
Here again Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. H. Folger were to find 
capital. Mr. Hunt was to take up what money he wanted 
for the manufactory, and monthly settlements were to be 
made. But Mr. Pierson, from the motive before noticed^ 
would not suffer his name to appear ; and therefore leaU 
Mr. Hunt the money, from time to time, taking his a^^know- 
ledgnoents regularly for so much money, lent. The &ctli^ 
a clergyman, (the character to w^ich Mr.. Pierson aspired,) 
might Und money, when he coukJi not appear as«.niasitt- 
Jactuifir, according to prevailing usages. There apptASod 
i)j9tniiKh inconvenience in this at .first, asrithe ssttmMBli 
l^r«:riKmthly, when the disburseitte»tSf^liCAl)f4'thei<ftfr 



-tm/nM^^mmntB, bat it aftervraid f roved % ^My^^iMAui 
/^fid. Afar. Hunt was engagedhift tliis factory wfeMU kiattfaltti '^ 
vmB iiOr ClarksoiiHrtreet : and when Mr. PiersDii^ for tf^jlii^ 
:btni8lied hun, perhaps merdy bocame be 8toK>d itftiilMity 
of pfeaching', (in which Mr. Pieraon waa very foML) M^IM> 

Stfirrd appears to have happened ; be then permitted Mr. 
uQt to give him small supplies, from to time, but 9llo]fp^ 
im ragular allowance. 

Here we may notice, and we learned it both from Mr. 
Paf tcer and Mr. Hunt, that Matthias recovered hit infl«ii9Dce 
in a veiy characteristic way- Mr. Piersoki?pi^s takcii ill,' 
which afterward terminated in his being aubject to/fits.<^ 
Wbflesick, he sent for Matthias ; to which Matthias, though 
.then on very short and precarious allowance, and iiiudh 
distressed, haughtily answered, there was no necessity for 
his coming ; that if he, Pierson, h^d (kith in him, he would 
get better ; if not, he would die. Mr. Pierson bad &ith, 
. and did get better. Matthias then returned in triumph, and 
referred to his sickness as a judgment ott his late conduct^ 
and his recovery as the effect of his power. From, that 
period Matthias ruled in his house. But Matthias informed 
U8 that he had not the charge of the accounts, or the man- 
a^|!einent of the large sums, such as were required for the 
tranmetions we have recently referred to. He said.^tfaatat 
the time of his difference, Mr. Pierson assumed to be the- 
Father, and gave to Mr. B. H. Folger the charge 'bf the 
accounts at that time, with whom they continued *tiU liis 
death. • '^ » ^ 

In the hands of this partnership the globe stove watJMC 

aucccMsiitl ; but it is now in 'successful opemtion, but ont of 

Ibe hitods of Mr.. Hunt ; and hence we conclude that the 

uivaiitAOQ was good. Mr. Hunt gives the following rea- 

«one ifi>r the globe stove failure while he was conn^blad 

Witb k. His partners were not mechanics, but had- «q[MQ '. 

iMlMevoe with him in the shop: the consequence wai,'ibtt 

iWmtSf^^WKprontme'Ais were suggested, and money Iboliahlf 

oyycndad in experiments. Mr. Pierson called thi^'tloiii, 

^ivtai Urconfidence in it, the " Na plus ultra kingdointiiB^*' 

mnilifiitad Iha price of it at. not lessihwn $70 or $75, rifludty 
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^idai^kiA its BTfTiige. ralue. And as the iia(Nro?eiiMnlB iMtftf 

«ot 9ii\ made wlien the stove was begun, cusioiBera were 

; iafiirnied that they might rtturn xhm pwrekastd staves at 

- auijr fbture period, to bive the improvemenis added. The 
• ' iBOOBequence was, that they had their shop full of okistovei^ 

a^me of which were not fit to receive any alteration. This 

' ' mnfk, in &ct, an illustration of the old proverb about **too 

ooiany cooks,*' &c. But the greatest cause of l^ss arose 

^'firom Mr. Pierson taking a foundry at Waterferd, above 

Hudson, on the North river,' while Mr. Hunt and thie &etory 

M'ore in Greenwich. The inconvenience of this was pointed' 

<»at by Mr. Hunt, but overruled by his partners. Thi^con 

aequence was, an enormous loss, as no errors could be 

-^ : ^d^i]^ remedied at that distance, and bad castings aceuma- 

\ilii:ed ; which, at last, was remedied by Mr. Hunt's presence; 

: tbuf vCarrying, in part, the factory to the foundry. A per- 

;^n, loo, warned Doyle, employed when Mr. Hunt was ill 

i:and absent, tried experiments, lost considerable, and then 

. vetwroed to the old methods. We can easily conceive, as 

there w^s nq want of capital at first, and as the stove was 

^^;^^un before the plans were completed, urged on by Mr. 

- Pierson, and as their sale was impeded by an overcharge, 

MJ^d as there would be orders and counter orders, with equal 

jwwer, and different opinions — we can easily conceive of the 

^ urant of success in the first instance, and of its final success^ 

'- now they have profited by experience. 

: Aiter a lapse of time, tor some reason, which Mr. Hunt 
^ <dpe8 not suppose was the want of money, the monthly set- 
:^iisents were not made by Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. H. Fol- 
der ; and the supplies were given niggardly, and often so 
■mM to increase the difficulties and final expense: and every 
application to obtain a settlement, by Mr. Hunt, was pot 
»ot[ till his acknowledgments, in the hands of Mr. Pierson, 
(.Wcame large, and to him alarming, as they stood as bor- 
rowed money, which, in case of Mr. Pierson'sdeath»mifht 
•appear against him. As the active partner, he was entitled 
'[ M aemmieration lor his services, besides expenditnr^a.— 
Wban, loo, Uie supplies were irregular, and a great km 

- ^«M«M oeeur by Hoj^g the manumctory, he waa biim&i 
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to J»M fcuds ebewhere, from week to week, exj>eef&ir-i^ 
settlemeat, according to the terms. We think it likely: «tr 
Mr. Folger began to feel a deficiency of money, as he after^- 
ward became embarrassed, and therefore cut off the siip{if|r:' 
from this unprofitable business, and deferred a setUemcBfr* 
from necessity. Bilt in the midst of this a curious ereiit 
occurred, highly characteristic, which niarks the foUy ot^ 
madness of the party. 

Mr. Pierson, it appears, had intended the profits of ji,fna^ 
giobe stove manufactory to be applied to the building of » . 
magnificent temple, suitable to the future splendour of the- 
kingdom ; that is; what it was going to be : b^at althouglir - 
this concern was rather a loss than a profit, this object wa» 
•eriously proposed ; and Mr. Hunt conceives, that therr ntift 
settling with him was possibly connected with a desire tt» 
eonmiand his services in this scheme, as they had great 
:&ith in his knowledge as a mechanic ; at least thus much: • 
is true, 

Mr. Pierson had now removed to Sing-Sing, in 1834;: 
and by what took place on the subject we arc about to rela^e;:^ 
it was after the period of Mrs. B. H. Folger's union witli- 
Matthias, when one day Mr. Hunt received a pressing m- 
citation to come to Mount Zion, Sing-Sing. He had some 
idea of the subject from previous hints. This subject lie- 
would gladly have evaded ; but as he wanted a settlemeni^ 
he thought he might promote that object by going ; and bcr 
therefore went, and was met at the landing place by Mat- 
thias and the carriage, in which he was driven to the honse^ 
Mount Zion. On entering which, and addressin;^' Mrs. R 
H. Folger as such, Matthias corrected Mr. Hunt, and in- 
formed him that that lady was not called Mrs. Folger, hbt 
Mother. This was acquiesced in by Mr. Hunt, who onljr 
wanted a settlement. He then had a private interview wkk 
Mr. Pierson and Matthias ; when the latter, assuming ar 
smiling countenance, expressive also of doubt, as if what 
he was about to say would be received as folly, remarkeil 
to Mr. Pierson, "Shall I?" to which the other gBrelm 
assent When Matthias, resuming his gravity, began Ifei^ 
state to Mr. Hunt, that they, Pierson and Matthias. hadjMSlt 



4T.iNI|», to induce kim to assist them iVQirtwv^^Hv^^^RU^ 
OK father twelve lemples, forming one great wholes wmch 
ahosld, in splendour and magnitude, when finished*, exceed 
that of Solomon's. Mr. Hunt received the propositum with 
due gravity \ as be wanted a settlement and not to ofiend 
them. And after receiving various compliments upon his 
mechanical genius, and pressing invitations to join the king- 
dom, he begged to take time to consider the proposition, 
and then hinted at the settlement; but Mr. Pierson was 
now wholly engrossed on this temple building, and could 
attend to nothing else : he left, therefore, without effecting 
any thing for himself or them. 

Now this temple scheme supposes an extra degree of 
madness, if the parties were really so short of money. As 
the scheme was one of Matthias', in which Mr. Pierson 
entered with all his soul, Mr. B. H. Folger must also have 
been privy to it, as one in the kingdom. It was calculated, 
howe er. to have a curious effect on Mr. Flunt ; he could 
not conceive that there could be a deficiency of money for 
his settlement, or for carrying on the factory; and as such, 
it was well adapted to make him submit to tlic delay he 
experienced in getting a settlement, however singular he 
might think it. The factory, therefore, went on as well a§ 
he could make it, with partial supplies and all the difficul- 
ties stated; and at every opportunity seeking a settlement, 
^metimes from Mr. B. H. Folger. and then from Mr. Pier- 
son, and by both put off: indeed, the longer it ran the more 
difficult a settlement became, and new reasons could be 
given for deferring it. 

.. Wc are now approaching the period we left oil' at in the 
last chapter ; and as Mr. Hunt had something to do with 
the next sijigular transaction in the kingdom, we chose to 
introduce him, as we have done, in connexion with the prop- 
erty of, Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. H. Folger. We shall 
now, therefore, resume the proceedings which properly be-, 
long to the kingdom, or which arose out of the religious 
doqtrijAes of Matthias or Mr. Pierson; and these might be 
ci^I^ spiritual, in distinction to the secular transactions^ 
li^y mentioned, it they were of a less gross nature. 
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Mr. B. Folger's discontent was not remedied by the d^ 
parture of Mrs. Thompson, fwhose account closed the Iftsr 
chapiter,) or the recent formal, second delirery of his^wrjfe' 
into the arms of Matthias : his dissatisfaction evidt^tly &- 
creased; and if he had notresolution, or strength of nyncf,. 
to renounce the faith of Matthias, and take his wife, to ^honi 
he was yet attached, yet he had frequently courag^e to gar 
halfway, and deny her to Matthias. The barrier which 
he met was in his wife's affection for this latter, and the 
contempt in which she apimrently held his physical powers:. 
In this c^se a sort of middle course was observed : he, Mr. . 
B. Folger, denied by his wife, denied her to Matthias, as- 
he had the legal right : she, so situated, slej>t. when. in. 
Sing-Sing, in the north wing; but, as may easily be sup- 
posed, she left her chamber frequently in the night, or morn- 
ing, for Matthias' room ; believing him to be her proper 
spouse, or matched spirit. The discontent of Mr.B. Folger 
continuing, he not only gave vent to it within the kingdoni, . 
but complained also to his friends, of the intrusion of Mat- 
thias, without explaining his exact situation ; and these 
generally supposed that Matthias had obtained that sort 
of influence over Mr. B. H. Folger which clergymen ofteit 
obtain over females. But it was not then generally sup- 
posed that he had given up his wife. Besides, he was va- 
cillating — one day a sincere believer in Matthias, and ano- 
ther, did not scruple to suspect him an impostor. PerhapSv, 
as Voltaire says of courage, it depended a good deal on hia " 
physical state, and he believed or disbelieved according- a» 
his passions or desires prevailed or subsided. His friendiv> 
about this time, took a good deal of interest in his case, waii 
advised him to get rid of Matthias. 

On Sunday, June 1st, Mr. Stone relates, (page 189of hi» 
book, that Mr. B. Folger remained in New York, rnoeb 
agitated about Matthias' doctrines, (we think it would W 
nearer truth if he said, bis wife,) that he attended the Rex^ 
Mr. Duboise, in Franklin*8treet, and sat in his mother-m- 
kw's pew: and was there so much affected that he w^C 
That in the afternoon he attended Mr. White's chmd^ 
Allen-ttreet ; and that, on the following morning,, be 
5* 
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to 8iQg-Suig» determined to withdraw his finnilj ^ofi thtie. 
Then K>llow8 a description of what took place at Sing'Siiig^ 
and the consequences : but as his account is extremely gar- 
bled, and as proceeding from the pen of Mr. or Mr& Fol* 
ger, actA^ in the scenes, and consequently interested* we 
shall prefer giving our own narrative, which we have ob- 
t^ned from Isabella, corroborated^ in various parts, by 
others. 

The going to church part is, we believe, correct ; and it 
is equally correct that, at this time, Mr. B. Folger's discon- 
tent, assisted by the advice of friends, had worked him up 
to the purpose stated in Mr. Scone's book : but the person 
who chierlv influenced him at this time was Mr. Hunt, his 
partner in the globe stove manufacture, whom we have just 
introduced; and who walked about Greenwich with him, 
for about four hours, urging him to this step, and at last 
obtained his consent. It was to this gentleman, and at this 
time, that Mr. B. Folger made the e;cclamation, '* If Mat- 
thias is not true, I am a ruined man !" This gentleman 
prevailed with Mr. B. Folger, and he determined toxemove 
his family from Sing-Sing. Mr. B. Folger mentioned his 
purpose to Mr. Whiting, in Canal-street, and also, we be- 
lieve, to others in New York : and when he got down to 
Sing-Sing, he mentioned his purpose to several of his friends 
there, and fortified himself for the encounter by some pota- 
tions of liquor. These friends all encouraged him in hia 
object, and offered their assistance. 

,Being thus determined, he proceeded to his hoqse ; and 
meeting his wife in the entry, the folio winff is part ci the 
scene which occurred, on Monday, June 2d, 1834:— 

tfe caught hold of her, and exclaimed, " I am glad to 
meet you !— You are my wife, and I am going to take you 
and my children away;" when the following dialogue 
ensued:— . \ 

Mrs^ B. Folger. *' Benjamin, behave yourself." (Here 
Matthias came forward from a room, and put out hi^ hanc^ 
which was declined.) 

Jlto^ifia^^ <'' Behaye yourself." 

lOr. B. Folger, " You're a d-— d imp9gt?0i:| — I will ha*ieri 



or seen.'^' (With several otfaier similar expre^iuons.). 

Urs, Fhiger. ** I am not ycmr wife! — ^Behave yours^^P' 
( A» Mr B. H. 'Folger now grew more angrv\ iadeed furi- 
ous, Mrs. B. Folger took shelter partly behind Matthias; 
who, in front, thus appealed to Mr. B. Folger,) 

Btaiihias. " I never courted her fsivour, nor ever asked 
you for her ; but you came and gave her up to me» in the 
name of Dish row ; and you actually told me, she was not 
yowr wife, but that she was mine.^* (At this period Mr. 
Pierson ^d Edward Folger, about ten years old, son of 
Mr. B. H. Folger, came in from the garden, where they 
had been cutting weeds.) 

Mr. B. Folger. (Catching at the knife in the hand of 
his son.) ♦♦ D — ^n you, I'll stab you !" (Edward here 
throws away the knife. By this time the party had moved 
or shuffled into the parlour ; and Mr. B. Folger, rushing 
towards the poker, exclaims) ** I'll split your brains out !" 
(The poker was removed, and Mr. B. Folger rushes from 
point to point, to seize some offensive weapon — all the king- 
dom present, and in confusion, each removing every kind 
of offensive instrument. The knives were thrown, partly 
into the cellar and partly into the garden, and other instru* 
meats were scattered about ; and some of the knives lay 
three weeks in the garden. Mr. B. Folger at length ob* 
tained a broom, and menaced Matthias, who still kept in 
hoioX of Mrs. Folger; or, rather, she kept behind him. The 
IWQOpii was wrested from Mr. Folger; and then, summoning^ 
all liiMreDgth, he al length seized Matthias and threw him 
on the io&t evidently much alarmed^ Matthias, with an 
edbrt, freed himself from his antagonist, and rushed towards, 
the door, entangled with Mr. B. Folger ; whom Isabella, 
the coloured woman, seized by the arms, and held him 
against the door. Mr. B. Folger's strength was . now ex* 
bauited — ^he shook like a leaC and stared wild — when Mat- 
thias returned with a fword, and drew it. Mr. B. Folger 
exq^imed) *« Isabella, b^hella, go down in the kilii^aiill" 

Isabtllm. ** I have never done you any mischief" (Her9 
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Ibitthiaa twimg his sword ftbom, and with' charaaifcariilic • 
solemnity, thus exclaimed,) 

Mmtthias. '' Let that spirit be destroyed !" (Stillswing* 
ing the sword and repeating the words.) The spirit, how- 
ever, did not obey him just then; and Mr. Pierson icMr- 
fered, with a mila and slow speech. 

Piersan. " Now, Benjamin, let me have a prtTate inter- 
view with yoti." 

Mr. B. Folger. ♦• Pierson, when you told me that the 
Lord told you, not to let Matthias have any more moncty, 
that was a true spirit : Why don't you stick to that?" (Mr. 
B. Folger's strength was now expended, but not his pas* 
sion, and he still determined upon his purpose ; and for 
that end said to his wife) '* Fix yourself to go with me." 

Mrs. B. Folger. *' Benjamin, I will not." 

Much more occurred, in the same spirit; but Mr. B. 
Folger still insisted on his wife's leaving ; and telling her 
he was going to get a wagon and a carriage, desired her 
again to fix herself, and left the house, still in his passion,, 
to go up to Sing-Sing, for the purpose mentioned : and here, 
it appears, he repeated his grievances to several friends. — 
He procured a wagon, and directed the landlord to for- 
ward a coach to fetch his family. 

In Mr. B. Folger's absence, Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger 
Sat in each other's arms on the sofa, lamenting the events or 
that day, and devising the best means of defence ; while- 
Isabella forwarded dinner, and the rest of the family con- 
tributed to the restoration of order. But curiosity prompted 
Isabella occasionally to observe the conduct of the prmci- 
pals in the kingdom. * And when Mr. B. Folger returned, 
which he soon did, with the wagon, Mrs. B. Folger re- 
tired to one end of the sofa, leaving Matthias in the middle : 
in the mean time dinner was prepared. On the entry of 
Mr. B. Folger he was more calm, but apparently deter- 
mined ; and he took a chair near them, and the dialogue 
recommenced. 

Mtt, B, Folger. Now, Ann, I virant you to ga Come» 
fix yonr8el£ 
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_^ F^lgfif. Now, Beojamin, eat som€y,hw\fc aa4 1 1 
wmlelli^ what I will do, 

JfTr B. Folse^r, Won't you come wijtii xn^ at all ^ 

jri&s. B, Fotger, ^ Stop a biii, and I will tell you. 

jMeir much more persuasion and evasions, the fiunilyaat 
dqwii to dinner, and soon after Mr. B. Folder joined the 
taide: in fact, he was evidently foiled, and his resolution^ 
perhaps;, began to waver ; and after dinner he submitted to 
discussion. But this quarrel closed in a characteristic way. 
Mrs. B. Folger led off Mr. B. Folger into the north wing, 
calmly to discuss the matter, and arrange affairs privately. 
This was the chamber into which she and Matthias had 
retired when she first announced her husband's cc^^^ent to 
their union, as match spirits. It was used, it will uo recol- 
lected, as the bathing-roora, and as the children's bedroom ; 
in this room, too, Mrs. Folger sometimes slept. What were* 
the argmnents used on this occasion, or what were the 
means of persuasion, (for the interview was strictly private,)^ 
we know not: they must, however, have been extremely 
soothing ; and if not gratifying, at least satisfying to Mr. B. 
Folger, for he came out like a tamed elephant, with all his 
passions subdued ; affording the strongest proof of his irre- 
solution, and of her influence over him. Whether this 
magic spell was the effect of favours granted, and promises 
made, or of religious instruction, we know, not, but he now 
professed to have been in the wrong. He renewed his 
faith in Matthias ; and, conscious that he had raised a storm 
in the village, which might not be easily laid, he desired to 
go into Sing-Sing, and quiet, if possible, the feelings he had 
excited against Matthias. He then dismissed the carriages,, 
and went immediately on this new mission. And now, 
after many hours' ferment, there was a calm in the king- 
dom J but of short duration, for other troubles, anticipated 
indeed, were just at the threshold. 

On Mr. B; Folger's arrival at the village, he observed 
his asisembled friends, who were waiting to hear, that he 
had either turned out Matthias, or that he had brou^t 
away his family ; but when Mr. B. Folger informed theai|. 
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thit be mmt iuiTe been mistaken, and dial lie tiiettMKffjfad . 
Matthias a good man and true prophet, they eoutd 0^ aup-" 
press their astonishment: and however he might have 
changed his opinions, his friends retained theirs, and avow- 
ed their determination to expel Matthias from the village, . 
with or without Mr. Folger^i consent. When, therefore, 
Mr. Folger returned, he was followed by some of the people. 
And soon after he entered his house, several of his friends 
came to offer their services and give advice. Mr. Folger 
begged them to retire, declared he had no complaint, that 
he must have been deceived, and urged them, as his (riendSr 
to leave him alone. Still the people increased in numbers ; 
and if night had not kindly come to their relief, the mob 
would possibly have proceeded to some violence, as it was 
with much reluctance they retired. Matthias slept that 
night with Mrs. B. Folger ; but, in her night-dress, leaving 
Matthias in bed, she visited her husband in his chamber, in 
the morning. 

On that morning the sun. arose as usual, and so did the' 
people ; and a few ominous stragglers, and impertinent boys, 
made their appearance about the house. Mr. B. Folger,' 
who knew the irritated state of the public feeling, again 
proposed going into the village to attempt to allay it, and 
set off for that purpose. But on entering the village, he 
found so high an excitement against MaUhias, that though 
he proclaimed, as before, that he was mistaken in his for- 
mer accusations, yet he had no hopes of allaying the strong 
feelings against Matthias. And doubting the safety of the 
prophet, he procured a coach, with the intention of advising 
the Father to retire from what evidently appeared an ap- 
proaching storm. The carriage, therefore, was driven to 
Zion Hill, and Matthias acquainted with the state of things, 
who himself thought it prudent to retire ; and in much sor- 
row, especially to Mrs. B, Folger, the members of the king- 
dom began to prepare his baggage. But by this time (now 
about noon) the crowd had increased. The hill which over- 
looked the house was capped with spectators, expecting* 
some movement; the road and lane leading to the house 
was crowded; the fences invaded, and the trees climbed 
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hy miU boys, who hung on the boughs, as a bad aabscitule 

for fimk; and it was now thought (tengerous for Matthias 

to appear in the crowd. In this dilemma, providence seemed 

to contrive a way lor his safety, but at the expense of 1^ 

beard. 

- A wag of a fellow, known by the name of .£ln>faant 

: 'Taylor^ undertook, for a sum of money, to cut off the MMurd 

..of Matthias, and bring it to the tavern. For this purpose 

he drove up to Zion Hill ; and assuming to bo a constaUe, 

and pretending to have a writ, he demanded that Matthias 

- shouki be surrendered to him: but intimated, that it' would 
be extremely dangerous for him to go to Sing-Sing, and 

. through such an enraged crowd, with his beard on, and 
advised him to have it cut off, or let him cut it otf Mat- 
thias believed he had a writ, and took ten minutes to con- 

. aider his advice; at the expiration of which be wisely de- 
termined to sacrifice his beard, for the preservation of his 

. head or body, apd himself began to cut it off; but not ma- 
king much progress, he sought the assistance of Mrs. B. 

- Folger, and these two, with much mutual condolence, ef- 
fected this object ; while Catherine received the locks in 
her apron, and Mr. Pierson kept Elephant Taylor in coa- 
versation. Isabella seeing the beard off, hurried Catherine 
into the kitchen, and, without instruction or advice, rolled 
•up the precious relic, and stuffed it under the kitchen car- 

EBt, as a prize, which she suspected Mrs. B. Folger would 
ke to retain. 

Thus altered in his appearance, Matthias entered* the car- 
riage, and with him Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. Folger, as 
part of the kingdom, and thus set off for the village. Ele- 
phant Taylor bringing up the rear in his old wagon. The 
people were ignorant of this measure, and were consequently 
conK>unded, especially as Pierson wore a beard. Some fol- 
lowed the carriage, some staid behind, some said Matthias 
was in it, and others that he was not : but a universal shout 
of triumph, as the carriage drew off, and the crowd followed, 
agonized the delicate frame of jyf rs. B. Folger. When she 
entered the house she directed the windows to be closed — 
ealled that the house of mourning, and gave vent to the 
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Jtfuncntable exdamatioDs. ** O, my poor Falter f mj 
poor Father 1 What will become of him f She rallid ItNi 
Uie bed, with excessiTe agony of mind, and at fint ptfiiiod 
all consolation, uttering a succession of lamentaticma. 

On arrival at the village inn, the people about wove 
equally confounded, as Elephant had not made his engage- 
ment very public : he succeeded, however, in showing Afjit- 
thias without his beard ; and then, assuming an excuse, inJd 
him there was some mistake about it, and allowed himloife- 
part But the people now began to understand it, and ngiun 
to rally ; und having got him out of the house, thejreeeAtd' 
determined not to suffer him again to enter. On hia relHb, 
therefore, lo Zion Hill, before the body of the people Mt 
up, he did not get out of the carriage, or even drm up me 
lane, and his baggage was brought to him ; Mrs. B. FM- 
ger running half across the lawn, iu the presence of 4ke 
whole people, in the most frantic manner, and wiingjog 
her hands, apparently much agonized, as the carriage d f i o ur 
off on the road to New York. 

Late in the afternoon, ailer Matthias ^lad gone to New 
York, and while Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. Folger were in 
the garden, back came Elephant Taylor, makingf a request, 
or rather a demand, for Matthias' beard. But as the trick 
was now understood in the kingdom, he was received witfi 
a show of violence, and obliged to make his retreat in quick 
time ; for Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. Folger seized upon sonye 
poles, then in the ground, wcl put themselves in fighting 
attitude. Violence, we believe, was prevented only by his 
timely retreat. 

It appears that Elephant had engaged to cut ofiTthebeaird 
himself, and bring it to Sing-Sing, and in this he had f4il- 
^^d ; and committed himself by saying, that he had cut off 
the beard, but forgot it. Had we not known of this fabe- 
.<hpod we should have endeavoured to see this person -at 
Sing-Bing ; but this fact would render any additional evi- 
dence, on his part, doubtful. We believe, however, he got 
his reward ; and he has since been made constable, perhaps 
for this feat of hujnour, on his side successfully executed. 

As the evening closed in, Mrs. B. Folger became more 
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calm, and Mr. B. Fol^r berrayed great uaeaainess and 
anxiety lo gel to bed; exclaiming lo his wife, — ■■Come,' J 
Ann, let's go lo bed! I've had a great deal of trouble W J 
'get yoH." And thai night Mr. B. Folger slept with I ' 
- ife; Tuea'day, June 3d. 1834. 

After the departure of Matthias, Mr. Pierson affected th«<d 
lOharacter of the Father, At the supper and breakfast tabliji 
took bis place, adopted Matthias' style of speaking, anit I 
' of the late events as of the will of God ; and plainly 
ited, that if it were the will of God lo remove Matthiaa, " 
the same spirit would be in him, and that he should ■] 
be the Father, Mr. Pierson had before even intimated to J 
Mrs. B. Folger, that he ought lo have been the Father, anSi 
as such, to have had her as the Mother. And Malthi^ I 
himaelf told us, on the occasion before mentioned, after hwl 
ImpriaODment, in answer to our queries relative to the re- 
jwrted quarrel between him and Mr. Pierson. that there-' 
was no (|Harrel ; but thai Mr. Pierson thought he ought la 
he the Father, and having the means in his power, assumed, 
for ft period, that character, I'o make this intelligible, we 
must explain what Malthins meant by " assuming to be the 
Fathei ; ' and this is the explanation ne gave us. 

Matlhias held that he had the Spirit of God given to him, , 
AeGtlest person to govern the kingdom; and in that sense 
vms the Father, the bend : and with much modesty faa < 
isured us. that if a more fit person should arise up among 
m, to be the Father, he should resign his pretensions. , 
the same spirit, when the kingdom was otice assemblej^ 
inquired. " Now who do you think the most proper per- 
I to be the Mother?" when, one by one, beginning with. J 
Mr. Pierson, each declared, thai Mrs, Folger was the n 
suitable ; while she, with becoming modesty, held dowi 
her face, and thai face on her hanil. This, however, loo] 

ifter Matthias had declared her the Mother, and taken^ 
as such to his bed. 

Pierson then, it appears, at times, did not heertily 
Acquiesce in the assumption of Matthias. He did think. 
Wmetimee, that he oaght to have been the Father ; and at 
«11 events, he held himsetf as successor, io case of God. in 



his providence, removing Matthias, It is, toOj very evideot, 
^Aat the fiiscinatixig manners of Mrs. B. Folger had made 
CDBfiideraUe impression on the stern virtue of Mr. Piersoii. 
JMaw Mr. Pierson wae a man who thought and wrote mych 
v-njore than he spoke ; he was not a talking fhan, and .h/e 
evidently could restrain his feelings. When, therefore, Mr. 
Pierson says a little on a subject, and when he showed a lit- 
de attention to- Mrs. B. Folger, we believe there were very 
jftrong impressions made on him ; and we believe that h^ 
-dEary, or jour&al, would contain strong evidences of his 
wish to become the Father, and to take Mrs. B. Folger as 
&;e Mother, as a substitute for the lady in whom he was 
disappointed. We feel it our duty, however, to declare, 
idkat we know of no evidence of any improper freedoms 
«jr€r existing between Mr. Pierson and Mrs. Folger ; for 
4lhe, who must have known the influence she had over him, 
Always expressed dislike; and, on this very occasion, de- 
•ciared, " she could not bear to see Mr. Pierson sit in Fa- 
ther's place, and pretend to be the Father." 

^S'he effects of a corrupted moral atmosphere, which Mr. 
Pierson had partly created, on the honest and pure mind of 
liimself, is a very singular case ; and we much regret that 
we cannot lay open his diary, as proofs of our conclusions, 
and lor the benefit which might be derived, by showing^the 
'^connexion between error in principle and practice, however 
;"|iai!etthe motives may have been. 

JiJr. Pierson's assumption of the Father was, however, of 

' aiiort duration ; for Matthias was not permitted to languish 

I Joiffi^ oM New York for his matched spirit, "• which^" as he 

isaid, " his soul desired :" for, the day after the next day, Mr. 

¥'alger, Mrs. Folger, and Isabella, went to New York, and 

'^a their arrival, Mr. B. Folger was sent to look after Mat- 

idluas : Mrs. Folger first sounding her husband, by obserr- 

i^, '* I wonder where Father is : Benjamin, I wish you 

ivould go and see where Father is.'' Matthias, it appearsi, 

'fat went to the City Hotel, and afterward he came to the 

' ipsse in Third-street, lifo. 8 : and on his arrival, while M?. 

& Folger was outili^s. Folger came down staifs, aad 

^^Mrinto hubarma an4iwwl'bi|ii>r>ei fim^n^is.Kppmrillf 
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i^alSiertotticrease timn to diminii^b. We shall bow^' 
^Ver, learte die regular narrative of the kingdom, to 
Sevi^ral miscellaneous transactions^ which were conteaarM- 
tary with some of the events we have been relating, bmtte* 
all of which we have not the exact dates ; as, at the tini^ 
they were noticed, there was ho intention of making thofe. 
public. 

In consequence of the connexion between Matthias «mt 
Mrs. B. Folger, this lady became with child, as she bad 
expected and foretold, agreeable to certain visions and in^ 
pressions, which she supposed to be from God, and n 
which Matthias acquiesced. The expected offspring, she 
supposed, would be a holy son ; and Matthias, with more 
boldness than cunning, taught her to believe that she wonUt 
bear this child, as holy, without sickness, and bring it K)rtk 
without pain. But, as early as the preceding March, 183V 
the sickness, which usually follows conception, came on hcti. 
and she manifested all the symptoms of other women m 
such a situation. Now it will be recollected that Mrs. Fol~ 

fer stated, in her narrative, in Stone's book, an example, of" ' 
fatthias' cruelty, in taking a pillow, or little quilt, fronk 
her, which she had rolled up and placed on a chair when 
sick, to give her ease. This then occurred on the occasion 
we are speaking of, in her, or Matthias' room. We Mftre.- ■ 
quoted the passage in full, in the first part of this work : see- 
pages 57 and 58, part the first. Matthias did pull the quik 
from the chair, exclaiming, " This will never do ! This isr 
the old story," in reference to sickness in child-bearing- 
shaking his head, putting out his lips, and assuming a sii- 
periority : for she had supposed that she should have no^ 
sickness, and he had encouraged the idea, and now wished 
to overcome the feelings of the body by the excitement oT 
the mind ; either sincerely, in faith, or cunningly, upon phi- 
losophical principles ; and could he have enabled her toc 
surmount her feelings, he would have obtained a trium]A^ 
The account in Mr. Stone's book, (page 153,) avowajajr 
written by Mr. and Mrs. Folger, is calculated to decent 
and conc^ the &ct we have just stated. ^ 

We shall now proceed with the narrative, inwhiehLiik 
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advanced as &r as the summer of 1834: but, as fiir back 
as the winter of 1833, Mr. B. Folger had become insolrent^ 
soon after he had given up his wife, and at the very time 
he was engaged for or with Matthias' daughter. Previous 
to this, however, he had made over the house at Sing-Sing^ 
and considerable property, to Matthias, at the instigation of 
his wiffe. This Mr. B. Folger would frequently remark, in 
pleasantry, that she (Mrs. B. Folger) had played the Jew ; 
in first getting the property made over to him, ^Matthias,) 
and then taking him herself. Mr. Folger's msolvency 
did not appear to be generally known ; for Mr. Hunt, at 
that time, did not seem to understand it so : perhaps the 
magnificent ideas of Mr. Pierson, about the twelve temples, 
as we before supposed, might have misled him. About this 
time, however, the property was taken a\yay from Matthias 
and made over to Pierson, as being more secure. Isabella 
^eard, at that time, a good deal about bankruptcy ; but from 
her previous habits, in a farm, and in the Methodist church, 
she did not even know then what it meant, but supposed it 
referred to property in a bank. She was, however, inform- 
ed, by. Mrs. Folger, that this transfer was to make the pro- 
perty more secure, as it might be taken from Mr. Folger, 
ks Mr. Mills' property was taken from him. Mr. Pierson, 
however, afterward made the same property, and other, 
over to Matthias again, at Mrs. B. Folger's entreaty: but 
which property has since been recovered by the executors 
of Mr. Pierson for his daughter, some of which was never 
legally transferred. We learn from Mr. Pierson's sisters^ 
and the former owner of the property in Third-street, that 
Mr. B. Folger claimed that property, in exchange for the 
house at Sing-Sing; and that much of Mrs. B. Folger's for- 
tune of $16,000 is i^w lent on mortgage on that property. 
We should certainly feel a great delicacy in going into the 
account of property, were it not for some mysterious facts 
connected with Mr. Pierson's estate, and the foolish but 
characteristic attack on others, in Mr. Stone's book. 

Mr. Hunt, partly in ignorance of Mr. Folger's circum- 
stances, still continued to press for a settlement ; and when, 
at a later period, he became convinced of Mr. Folger's in- 
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miYencyiy te^ of course became more anxiotiff fbr an eLtmagt^ 
ment: he was, however, assured by Mr. B. Folger, diiML 
his insolvency should not affect him. After various delays^ 
some of whicn appeared trifling, and others cruel, as uk 
appointment at a time of Mr. Hunt's known sickness, whe» 
it was impossible for him to attend ; — after every excuse 
made, both by Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. Folger, had bevnt 
exhausted, he at last obtained a meeting, and a positive pr«>*- 
position, but one of the strangest that ever one business oaaK 
put to another ; which was no less than that he, Mr. Hunl;. 
must apply to Matthias, and that, whatever he (Matthias) 
said, should be done. Now Mr. Hunt held Matthiaa-tti 
contempt, especially as a business man. Mr. Hunt had, kr- 
deed, treated him kindly, but as a weak-minded haadix^ 
who might be sincere, but, if sincere, then a foolish manL 
Matthias, apparently, knew Mr. Hunt held him in this ca^ 
tarnation, and did not generally presume, as he did wftli. i 
those of the kingdom, and therefore he remonstrated agttinal 
such a decision, from the incapacity of Matthias, independ^ 
ently of his will. But as this was resolved on, ihd as Mr. 
Hunt wished to remove every excuse for a settlement, Jm 
consented to go to the Prophet. At this interview Maithui^ 
claimed all the property, spoke in mysterious language^- 
gave no satis&ction, and finally, positively refused to come 
to any settlement: and as this decision was considered^ 
final, on the part of Mr. Pierson and Mr. B. Folger,. Mn 
Hunt now had .recourse to a suit in Chancery; which was 
begun to compel a settlement, without any angry feelings^ 
and the papers prepared for this suit have been put intaovr 
hands. When, however, the suit was commenced, Mr» 
Pierson and Mr. Folger came to Mr. Hunt, with varMns 
propositions for closing the old and making new engage* 
ments, and requesting from him propositions. At lengdk 
a proposition was made on the part of Mr. Pierson and Bfic. 
B. Folger, which Mr. Hunt chose to accept, ratiier ibam 
leave the nffmr unsettled, and all his acknowledgments m 
the hands of Mr. Pierson. The substance of this ATnngtt- 
ment was, that Mr. Hunt should receive back all his* 
Iptowledgments, which gave him so much unatainess^ 
6* 
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that his claims for salary should be allowed for the timc^ 
he had been engaged, that he should be liberated from all 
demands on the concern, and receive something less than 
a thousand dollars clear. And that he should give up his 
share in the globe store manu&ctory, with the patent-right ; 
also his right in the globe castors, coach bell, screw ma- 
chine, his profits on the land speculation, and his good will 
on a Jease of property in Amps-street, then occupied as a 
iactory. And these terms were finally complied with, as 
fiur as he was concerned. But Mr. Hunt yet complains, 
that Mr. B. Folger has not settled some small debts, on the 
part of the concern, which he (Mr. Hunt) had promised, 
and on whom a moral claim yet exists, extremely unpleas- 
ant, as he relied on the word, and consequently the honour, 
of Mr. B. Folger. 

Now, of course, this is a one-sided story ; but we had the 
means of testing the truth, in a great measure, as well as 
the character of Mr. Hunt for probity; and on this we have 
rdied. But in addition to this, we have the fact of this 
claim being settled before Mr. Pierson's death, and in fear 
of a lawsuit, .upon teons proposed by Mr. B. Folger and 
Mr. Pierson ; and, therefore, on terms which they thought 
just — and this, certainly, ought to have shielded Mr. Hunt 
from any insinuations. Mr. Hunt is yet in friendly inter- 
course with Mr. B. Folger, and was the adviser and cor- 
rector of that address to the public, in the name of Mr. B. 
Folger, in answer to some statements of Matthias about pro- 
perty, when first in custody ; the facts, however, were fur- 
nished by Mr. B. Folger. This address may be seen page 
24,1 of Stone's book. It is a curious fact, too, that Mr. Hunt 
was applied to, to write the book which Mr. Stone has writ- 
ten, or one on that subject, from facts to be furnished by Mr. 
B. Folgex; but Mr. Hunt declined. The book, therefore, 
pfoblished by Mr. Stone, may be regarded as the joint pro- 
duct of Mr, Stone and Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger, the latter 
supplying the body of the materials ; while the Rey. Mr. 
doiners assisted in furnishing what items were thought ad- 
vUable to publish. 

The opinion of Mr. Hunt on Matthias we have already 
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given ; viz. that he might be sincere, in whole or in pi^rt, 
but that he was not a sensible man ; and as he believes, he 
is partially deranged. His opinion of the property is, that 
Matthias might at one time* have secured any quantity of it 
to himself, but that he did not ; and really obtained no more 
than he expended about his person in the little finery he 
displayed. He supposes Mr. B. Folger got rich from ne- 
cessity; being, as he expressed himself, in harness, con- 
nected with others in a wholesale house, where he made 
money from necessity — not ability ; and that as soon as he 
had left that concern, he got ria of it as quick as he well 
could. He considers that he did suffer greaf:, losses; and 
he accounts much more readily for the diminution of Mr. 
Folger's property, than for that of Mr. Pierson's. Mr. Pier- 
son spent eleven thousand dollars in machinery, and em- 
ployed a Mr. Alexander Shanklin to go to Europe on that 
account, especially on account of a planing machine, (before 
he was known to Mr. Hunt;) which was rendered of no 
value, by the resistance of the London mechanics, and not 
from any defect in the machinery. But this patent-right, 
and others, Mr. Hunt says, was resold by Mr. Pierson, to 
Mr. Folger, for thirty thousand dollars ; and that Mr. Pier- 
son actually received a sufficient sum of money to cover his 
advances, and that the rest was paid to his agent in London 
in cash or notes ; some of the latter, we believe, are yet un- 
paid. Nor can we discover any serious loss sustained by 
Mr. Pierson ; except in a note in Mr. Stone's book, whicn 
supposes a loss to both him and Mr. Folger by stock-job- 
bing. Mr. Folger accounts for his failure by endorsements 
to large amounts, and to a want of confidence in his credit- 
ors, in consequence of his supposed expenditure about the 
kingdom. Matthias gave us the same account ; and he sup- 
posed that Mr. Pierson's property was much overrated, 
even by himself, from various motives. 

Upon inquiry about the patents and machinery, we find 
they were all useful inventions ; even the self-loading cart 
has the approbation of some of our ablest men : they were 
intended to save labour, in cutting down banks, and in mak- 
ing and improving roads. 
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Mr. B. H. Folger hus recently been again in connexiofii 
with Mr. Hant, in the land ageney business, holding an 
office topfether at 292 Bleeker-street ; and this renders the 
supposea implication the mor6 ridiculous, when we con* 
sider that Mr. B. Folger supplied the materials of Mr. 
Stone's book, and mouldy it to his own fashion. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



JIfr. Polger revisits Sinj'-Sing—Chnnge of manners in Mr, Pitrsoti 
— Ht visits a married i1^, and demands her of her httsbandy as his 
match spirit^ by the advice of Mrs. B. Folger — matOiia^ revisits Sing- 
Sing — Matthias kisses Mrs. Folger^ s garmentSj in token of affection 
— Mr. B. Folger retains his wife for a time — denies her to Matthias 
afterward — Singular consequence^ and curious employvient for Isa- 
bella — Henry, a little English tailor, one of the kingdom, an^- *'> Iota 
with Catherine — Mrs. Folger*s injluence over her husband— 1 cUs t^ 
Mr. Pierson^s death — Mr. Pierson singularly affected by hisfts, ahd 
curious gestures— neglected by Matthias and Mrs. Folger — Dialopit 
in Mrs. Fulger and Matthias' bedroom^ wi^ Isabella, on the nigf^ 
of Mr. Pierson' s death— Errors corrected in Mr. Stone's account of 
his death — Mrs. Dratch returns to New York — Coroner's inquest held 
— Curiosity of the jury about the internal affairs of the kingdomr- 
The body removed to Morristown — disinterred and examined — bow- 
els sent to Dr. Torry — the consequences — Tlie family go to' New York, 
except Catherine and the children — Thehouse taken possession of, ana 
discoveries made — Testimony of Isa^ic Ter Boss, tavern-keeper, at 
White Plains — Mr. and Mrs. Folger revisit Siiig- Sing, to select their 
property left there — occupy the same chamber at Crosby's tavern — ilfr, 
Folger explains the future prospects of the kingdom — TTtesale of pro- 
perty at Sing- Sing— Mr. Bumham takes possession of the experience 
papers of Mr. Pierson^ and with them Mrs. Folger^ s note— Mr. Bum- 
ham demands Mr. Pierson' s title-deed^ of Matthias — Curioiis inter- 
view between the parties — Obtains these deeds on a second visit — Af- 
fairs of the kingaom — Mrs. Folger possessed by both Matthias and 
her husband — Matthias jealous-— Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger' s journey 
to the North, tratcUing as husband and wife — Corroborative extras 
from Mrs. Matthias' book, in relation to her daughter and Mr. Folger 
— Mr. Foieer retains his wife, now very large teith the expected holy 
son — Matthias leaves the family — Mrs. Folger's deep distress, auA 
Mr. Folder's acquiescence in JSmttliias' return — her joy at that return 
— Matthias and Mrs. Folger remarried, solemnly, and for ever, 
three weeks before the fnal rupture in the kingdom, — Mr. B. Folger 
retakes Catherine for ever — Singular communication to Isabella by 
Mrs. Folger — Three weeks after the late cross-marriages, Mr. B, 
Folger violates his engagements on a Stcnday, and the person of Mrs, 
Folger — detected by Matthias— the kingdom in corifusion — Two nights 
after the detection, Mrs. Folger leaves the bed of Matthias, and take* 
refuge with Isabella — Matthias follow , and denounces juagments on 
her— Mrs. Folger seeks protection in Mr, Folger^ s bed, in the mom" 
ing, after Catherine had left it — T%e breakfast following, and a^ee^ 
soM, to be poisoned ; for which Mr. Folger has since been conpteted 
qf slander — Matthias prepares to leave ike kingdom— -Mr. Folger r^ 
stored to the affections of his wife— Curious dialogue betioesn MU- 
tidas and Mr, and Mrs* B, Fwgtr^ rsspoOing tiU ttkOiiPO ji^vicol 
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powers q/MdUhiiu and Mr. Folf^er^Tfu breaking up (if the king^ 
dom by the departure of Maithuu and laabella— Matthias obtain*- 
from Mr, B. iPolger 600 dots,— Weakness or d^ectin Mr, Folger** 
character — Mr. arui Mrs. B. F\)lger's coinfessions^ acknowletlfrnunts^ 
and apparent repentance — M". and Mrs. Pslgen^s account ofthefew 
last aays^ as published by Stone^ with explanatory notes — Tlie prop- 
erty of Mr. Pierson—his accounts not found ; but his drawer., con- 
taining papers, found openbj^ IfaheUa. 

The heads of the kingdom were now in New Work J 
but Mr. Pierson was left at Mount J^ion with Catherine 
and the young people. In about a week after the flight of 
Matthias from Sing-Sing, and the subsequent departure of 
his matched spirit, she (Mrs. B. Folger) returned to Sing- 
Sing, to make further arrangements ; and apparently had 
considerable influence over Mr. Pierson, as, after this time, 
his manners changed considerably. He interfered in the 
kitchen, to the annoyance of Isabella ; and he used Mrs. B. 
Polger^s name, and enforced her authority, as the Mother, 
in a manner which he before did not ; but her influence 
on another subject was now apparent ; for, on this visit, it 
was arranged that Mr. Pierson should make the formal 
application to his supposed matched spirit, then in the coun- 
try, the married lady referred to in our first part, and so 
much abused by Col. Stone, whose wife she had gently re- 
proved for her* excessive gayness. This was about twa 
months before the death of Mr. Pierson : he was then in 
health, but subject to fits, accompanied by some singulari- 
ties, in perfect keeping with the practices in the kingdom, 
of which we shall afterward speak. 

In a day or two after Mrs. B. Folger*s arrival at Sing- 
Sing, Mr. Pierson set off* on a journey of eighty miles, ott 
a formal visit, to demand that the lady above alluded to 
should be given up to him, as his matched spirit, agreeable 
to visions first seen by Mrs. B. Folger two years previous,, 
and to visions which he had since seen. But as the history 
of this singular event has been already recorded, together 
with the result, and the base insinuation of Col. Stone on 
t^at subject, we must refer our readers to that record for 
tbfi particulars now: see first part, pages 31, 2, 3, 4, 5."^ 
W^;tner6ly remark, t|^at Matthias, as we have since le^ni* 
€(d»^d not ai^ioTe of this jouniey, and .regretted the jnit 
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Mva B. Folger took in it at this time: in &ct, Matthias 
V/9S not fond of this lady, and did not want her approxima- 
tion ; for she would have preventdd his residence at Zion 
Hill, Sing-Sing, if she could. 

Mr. Pierson called at Third-street house, New York, on 
liis journey, and there the opinion of Matthias was grven ; 
but he so Kir sanctioned it, that when Mr. Pierson returned 
-to New York, disappointed, Matthias characteristically ob- 
served, " The time had not yet come." Matthias too, at 
this period, made his flying visit to Sing-Sing, with four 
horses, to the surprise of the villagers who heard of it ; but 
we do not know that he entered the village, as the house 
lay a considerable distance on the New York side : his ob- 
ject was evidently twofold ; to fulfil one of his own prophe- 
cies, and to astound his enemies, by an elevation after his 
persecution : the people, however, thought him mad. He 
did not then remain long, nor did Mrs. B. Folger re- 
turn with him ; but he took his three hoys away, and his 
carpenter's tools ; we suppose he then gave up the idea of 
a temple at Sing-Sing. On his return, Mr. Pierson and 
Isabella went to Sing-Sing ; for, as she could perform all 
country work, her services were more desired there : and 
Catherine returned with Mrs. B. Folger to New York, 
where Mr. B. Folger then resided, and where she could 
be more useful ; and this arrangement remained till one 
week before the death of Mr. Pierson. 

About this period, however, perhaps in the absence of 
Mrs. B. Folger, occurred that proof of the strong affection 
of Matthias for Mrs. B. Folger which we before gave ; viz. 
his kissing her garments, which hung in a clothes closet, 
ingeniously contrived in the passage of the house in Third- 
street ; which passage he would frequently pace, exclaim- 
ing to himself) " Poojr Mother ! Lovely creature ! Oh, the 
dear soul T' &c. Perhaps these proofs of Matthias' affec- 
tion for Mrs; B. Folger were connected with his circum- 
stances, and heightened by a suspension of conjugal rights, 
which hi» generally ei^pyed. For after the return of the 
fiuiulv. tQ, N-aw Yof K on the occasion; of Matthias losing 
liijl bemrdi an^ when, as we.dbponred, Mr. Bj Fdg^ .^ept 
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that night with his wife, this gentleman, it appears, did not 
give her up immediately, hut continued to sleep with her in 
New York, openly, for three or fpur days at least ; and 
though friendly to Matthias, he yet retained his wife, appa- 
rently, however, against her will. 

And now another ridiculous scene was to be exhibited 
in the kingdom, for Mrs. Folger at length declined sleep- 
ing any longer with her husband ; when he, without quar- 
relling, as far as we know, refused her to Matthias. But, 
as they were living together in one house, and as she ac- 
knowledged Matthias as her spouse, or matched spirit, such 
a denial was of course useless ; except to make them all 
partially uncomfortable, by occupying different beds. This 
w^as all it could do ; for as Mr. B. Folger left the house, to 
go down town to business, there could be no impediment to 
any intercourse between her and Matthias, except by any 
sudden or unexpected return of Mr. B. Folger : and these 
circumstances gave additional employment to Isabella, and 
she was intrusted with a new charge, being occasionally 
placed as a sentinel, or outpost, to give early intimation of 
Mr. B. Folger's approach, while she was closeted with 
Matthias, whom alone she acknowledged as her spouse : 
and these kindnesses no doubt increased his affection for 
her. Arrangements were, however, again made, and Mrs. 
B. Folger was again given up to Matthias ; and Isabella 
lost her office, her services being no longer necessary in 
that way. 

There is one person of the kingdom whom we have 
scarcely mentioned, because no act of his was sufficiently 
prominent ; yet, as a believer, one of the kingdom, and a 
member of the family, and as faithful and well spoken of; 
he deserves a niche recorded in this account of the king- 
dom. Besides, he knows the truth of these statements, less 
from observation than from familiarity in the kitchen, and 
converisation with Isabella, and especially with Catherine, 
whose k)ve he afiected to inspire. But he was only a tailor 
<— *' a little bit of a fellow," as Isabella expresses heraell^ 
and not very straight, and an Englishman : but he appeafa 
to kav« bein what is oall«d tmart, good'twnpered, waa^nm 
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ning: and besides the religious exercises in the kingdom, 
now reduced to a small quantity, he made clothes for the 
children, worked in the garden, and about the coach and 
horses. Catherine declared, she would not have such a bit 
^f a fellow; and if she could not have Mr. B. Folger, aho 
would have none. 

At the breaking up of the kingdom, Henry, the little 
tailor, received twenty dollars, and went to his friends ia 
Ohio. About this time, too, Lewis, a German, joined the 
family, but remained pretty much in New York, with the 
carriage. This man was called to the trial of Matthias, at 
White Plains. 

There were several other believers in Mr. Pierson and 
Matthias, not of the family, and some apparently very sen- 
sible men, who thought Mr. Pierson more than ordinary 
humanity, from the amiableness of his conduct, his profound 
judgment in ordinary affairs, and his very great knowledge 
of the Scriptures: while they attributed the excesses, in 
relation to his wife's death, to intense feeling, affection, and 
grief at his loss. 

From this time to the near proximation of Mr. Pierson's 
death, nothing material occurred. Mr. B. Folger continued, 
occasionally, to show marks of dissatisfaction, and disbelief; 
and again a return of faith and reconciliation : the most re- 
markable circumstance during this period, was the influence 
his wife yet retained over hini; this was noticed by thpse 
within the kingdom, and his neighbours, some of whom 
were now satisfied of an improper influence exerted by Mat- 
thias ; indeed, in the moments of his dissatisfaction, Mr. B. 
Folger would complain of this influence, and yet his wife, 
while bestovviniT her favours on others, could call him from 
the conversation of those whom she suspected of advising^ 
him, and always retained over him the influence of a nd»- 
tress, if not of a wife; indeed she did not appear to wish foe 
give him up entirely; or to wish any oiie to have a greater' 
infliience over him than herself -. * 

About a week previous to the deftth of Mr. Pieirtpn, 
fimnly went to Sing-Sing, except Mir. B: Fblger, whd'i 
Hdli^ii a journey to the North, and did not rifttim titt iv^i^ 
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diateiy afler the death of Mr. Picrson: this circumstanee 
should be remarked, for some of the nearest relations of 
Mr. Pierson, dissatisfied .about the property, speak disre- 
spectfully of Mr. B. Folger, as if ha had neglected, or in 
some way promoted the death of Mr. Pierson, while from 
his business habits, and attention to other things, there does 
not appear to be the least ground for any such imputation. 
Still, Mr. Pierson was neglected in his last illness, while all 
the family, with the exception just made, were present. 
This subjt^ct requires particular attention ; it has never been 
understood ; neither did the Coroner's Inquest extract the 
truth, nor did it come out at the time of the trial of Matthias, 
nor is it explained in Mr. Stone's work, from matter fur- 
nished by Mr. and Mrs. Folger. The facts, briefly expressed, 
are these : — 

It has been already noticed that Mr. Pierson, though ex- 
tremely modest in his deportment, was of an amative dispo- 
sition, which increased, the severity in the loss of his wife. 
Indeed, after her death, we have evidence of his practising 
onanism for a considerable period : not however ajler his 
sickness, a short thne before MiUthias came to Sing-Sing: 
after this period he had fits, which gradually increased ia 
frequency and severity till near his death, while on the few 
last days, he had a number of lighter fits in succession, to- 
gether with sickness at the stomach. These fits came on 
gradually, as fits sometimes do ; they aflfected his sinews 
and muscles, drawing his head on .one side, and almost 
round : and while in these fits, he would utter singular 
sounds, at first unintelligible, and then less so, as the fit in- 
creased in strength ; while his gestures were very singular, 
and sometimes disgusting ; if a person ought to feel disgust, 
at the actions of a sick man, insensible, and in a fit. Mr. 
Pierson appeared conscious of something ridiculous or dis- 
gusting in his manners while in these fits, for he frequently 
asked perspns about him, whether he said or did any thing 
wrong while the fit was on him, and seemed very anxious 
to avert, both the fits and their consequences ; and for that 
pnrpbse gave particular instruction to some of the hoosar 
hola : Isabella he instructed to strike the palms of his luLii4ib 



-•«♦ - 



MARRATIVS OF I8ABSLLA. 75 

fi»d the strong sinews on his neck, when the fit was ahout 
io draw his head on one side or around, and to rub him in 
various parts, and restrain him from any improper act 
When his fits came on when at table, as they sometimes 
did, Matthias would lead him from the table into another 
room, agreeable- to his wish, as Mr. Stone says, in his ac- 
count of Mr. Pierson's sickness, page 195 and following. 
The reason for this will appear evident, but we do not see 
why he should be left alone, and the door shut, as Mr. and 
Mrs. Folger relate in Mr. Stone's book, even if he had 
wished it. When these fits were coming on, the presence 
of particular persons affected him in a singular way, and 
especially the presence of Mrs. B. H. Folger : if she ap- 
peared in the commencement of his fit, he would look at 
her intensely, stretching forward his head and one of his 
hands, as if he would draw her to him, and exclaim Ann, 
Ann, Ann, Ann, Ann, &c. &c., repeating with greater ra- 
pidity, and 'looking more eagerly and wildly as the fit ad- 
vanced ; he would also alternate this expression with the 
exclamation, looking at her as before, and exclaiming, my 
wife ! my wife ! my wife ! &c. &c., repeating more rapidly 
as the fit grew stronger. During this time, while endeavour- 
ing to approach her with one hand extended, he would feel 
about his person with the other within his clothes. His 
whole appearance at such times excited disgust in that lady, 
ahd she would leave his presence as soon as possible, using 
even the term brute, to express her disgust; Matthias too, 
would attempt to rouse him on such occasions, to a sense 
of impropriety, by exclaiming, " Why, Elijah ! what are 
you saying, what are you about?" while other persons 
would remove his hand, and hold him. When these fits 
came on in bed, Mr. Pierson would generally throw him- 
self out of bed: and this led Matthias to observe, that he had 
a Devil which appeared to like the floor best, and therefore 
some bed-clothing were placed on the floor, on which he 
sometimes lay. These bed-clothes he would frequently draw 
to him as if embracing a person, still making singular ex* 
clamations, or, in the strength of his fit, unintelligible noises, 
and using improper gestures, which made his friends inter- 
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fne, and •ndeaToar to roaae him ; especiallj would Bial- 
Mtt attempt this as before explained : between these fits 
he appeared tolerably well, and eren walked in the garden, 
a few days before his death, as related by Mr. Stone, p. 193, 
and in our first part, p. 15, in the account we there gave of 
the blackberry feast and sickness. Id reference to what we 
hare just said, it will now be seen why Matthias led Mr. 
' Pierson from the table when the fits were coming on ; and 
why Isabella slapped him on the face, as reported in Mrs. 
Fofgcr^s evidence, at Matthias trial, and from which unfii- 
Tourable impressions were drawn ; still Mr. Pierson's man- 
ners while in the fits had excited a degree of acknowledged 
disgust, mingled with pity, and a desire to assist him ; and 
when to these fits, sickness was added, the pity and sympa- 
thy of the family were increased, but this was partly para- 
lyzed by an increasing disgust, the consequences of his 
isickness. The blackberries eaten, mentioned in the 15th 
page, part the first, which were said to contain poison, were 
eaten on the 28th of July ; the next day he was well, and 
cat more blackberries from the bushes, and on the afternoon 
of that day, he was taken sick and vomited, bringing up, 
not the supposed poisoned blackberries, eaten twenty-four 
hours before, as Mr. Stone very un philosophically intimates, 
but, as we suppose, the blackberries which he had last eaten. 
Nothing it appears would then stay on his stomach ; and 
as he wore a long beard, we have no doubt that his appear- 
ance was disgusting, but at the same timc^ most pitiable: 
besides, his bowels were relaxed, and at one period he was 
helpless. Catherine's sickness, mentioned in Stone's book 
as following the consumption of blackberries then supposed 
poisoned, arose from disgust at the appearance of Mr. Pier- 
son, and continued only while the nausea remained. Mat- 
thias took Mrs. B. Folgerout of the room, especially to pre- 
vent her being sick, and succeeded, though she had eaten 
heartily of the blackberries, and not just tasted them, as she 
aays in Mr. Stone's book. Matthias also left the room, ex- 

firessinga belief that he should be sick if he remained, and 
Babella, the coloured woman, was the only person who 
would, or indeed could assist him, when most he needed 
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help ; and she could scarcely restrain froqj being sick her- 
seK As the parlies had means, Mr. Pierson ought to hive 
bad one or more nurses, exclusively to attend him, apd^ 
keep him clean; for it was not possible for those in the 
family to do justice to him, and continue their services in 
the family/ Nor did they do what they might, partly from 
disgust, and partly from the attentions which Matthias and 
Mrs. B. Folger were paying to each other, and thus ne- 
,^lecting the necessary orders; Isabella was even reproved 
for her officiousness, because, being cook,, her employment 
was incompatible with attention to Mr. Pierson. It does 
not appear either that they had once thought of his death, 
nor did he apparently ; he seemed principally affecbed by 
his fits, and these he had had for a long while ; nor did they 
appear much to hurt him, as he was well in the interval, 
and the additional sickness was not apparently alarming. 
He retained his senses, and had so firmly expressed his 
opinions about physicians and medicine, that no medical 
aid could be given him ; in this respect his firmness was 
equal to that of Matthias. This is evident from Mrs. Fol- 
ger's evidence at the trial of Matthias, and also, from her 
evidence before the coroner. We cannot learn that .there 
v»'as art}' abuse, or even designed neglect ; considerable 
services were rendered him, but not near enough ; his linett 
was seldom changed. Isabella was sent into the hay-field 
a large part of three days by Mrs. B. Folger, *' to help poor 
Father gather up his hay," and Mr. Pierson became then 
really filthy. Mrs. Folger did or could do but little, and 
Matthias was haying, and unwilling to use means ; he had 
always spoken against it in the time of health, and by a 
system of dieting he had preserved the family in health, 
vvithout physicians or medicine; his system, which had 
some good in it, alike banished the medicine of the regular 
doctor, and the pills of the quack, to which Mrs. Folger 
had been devoted before her acquaintance with him. Had 
Pierson got better without medicine, Matthias would have 
ascribed it to faith, as he did on a former occasion : and yet 
we have it as a fact, that Matthias instructed Lewis to go 
for a physician, if Mr. Pierson wished it, and this evidence- 
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he would ]ia^ S^ven, had any defence been necessary or 
gone into on Mttthias' trial, yet Matthias would not^ him- 
self send for one. 

4>n the evening when Mr. Pierson was first taken sick, 
there was more alarm, or apprehension, than even on the 
last day, for his fits were then more powerful, and had been 

, increasing. On that evening, when he had vomited, and 
when in the night his bowels were so deranged, Isabella 
and his daughter sat up with him, while Matthias and Mrs. 
B. Folger retired to rest, sh.e retiring first as before described, 
lest she should be sick, and Matthias following her. In the 
progress of his last sickness, which lasted from the 29th of 
July, to the 5th of August, his vomiting was less severe, 
and his fits less strong, and the first alarm having subsided, 
it was supposed he was getting better ; the worst symptom 
being interpreted for the best, for want of correct medical 
knowledge; for his fits being less strong, was probably the 
eflect of declining strength of body. 

On the morning of the 5th', (the night of which he died,) 
Mrs. Dtatch, a Jewess, a sort of disciple of Matthias, and a 
widow, came to see Mr. Pierson, from whom she had re- 
ceived some acts of kindness, and from whom she then ex- 
pected more. She conversed chiefly with Matthias, with 
whom she was familiar, but wished to see Mr. Pierison. 
This request was not at first noticed, but when she repeated 
her request, Matthias replied that he wished Mr. Pierson to 
take a warm bath first. None, of his family, however; wished 
to expose him in his fits, from his singular behaviour, and 
now he was scarcely decent from partial neglect and other 
circumstances. And to this request, perhaps, Mr. Pierson 
was indebted for the warm bath, which merely as a measure 
of cleanliness ought to have been administered before. 
Mrs. Folger directed the bath to be prepared, and Isabella 
immediately got it ready, and with the assistance of Lewis, 

' put him into it, and she perceiving a fit coming on while 
ptitting him in the bath, Isabella slapped him on the neck, 
or side of the face and neck, as before explained, as the 
wish of Mr. Pierson, and exclaimed, with the characteristic 
of one of the kingdom, "come out of your hellish sleep/' 
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•ad this was the slap at the spirit, which wpp^red in the 
absence of het evidence, as an act of cruelty, ca n very stra^^^e 
character. From the bath Mr. Pierson was taken to berl, 
and Mrs. Dratch was informed that she should see hixQ inr 
the morning. But that night he died, and died alope ; for 
Matthias and Mrs. B. Folger had retired to bed together, 
for they did not consider it necessary that any one should 
sit up with him. Isabella, it appears, would have attended 
to him, but after Mrs. Folger had reproved her for officious- 
ness, she did not like to ; besides, Mrs. Folger complained 
of her to Matthias, and declared that Isctbella was always in 
Mr. Pierson^s room, running in every minute as soon as 
her back was turned ; and Matthias had scolded her, for 
disobeying Mrs. B. Folger. And thus Mr. Pierson was 
partially neglected. 

The last scene observed by Isabella immediately before 
the death of Mr Pierson, is thus described by her : Mrs. 
Dratch, after offering to sit up with Mr. Pierson, and that 
offer being declined, retired up stairs to bed. Matthias, 
also, soon after retired into his room, and apparently fell 
asleep or dosed ; when Mrs. B. Folger entered his iand her 
room, and leaning against the bed Avas in the act of with- 
drawing her stockings, when Isabella approaching the 
chamber door, which stood partly open, thus spoke to her, 

Isabella. Mother, what is best for me to do ; stay "p 
with Mr. Pierson, or go to bed? (Here Mrs. B. Folger, 
throwing herself into bed, and turning to Matthias, repeated 
the question thus.) 

Mrs. B. Folger. Father, what is best for Isabella to do : 
stay up, or go to bed ? 

MaUhias. (Turning round and speaking quickly,) How 
is Elijah? 

Mrs. B. Folger. Well, he is somewhat better, 

Matthias, Well, Isabella, you had better go to bed. 

Isabella went to bed as instructed. She had been sitting 
up, or lying on chairs several nights previous, and (elt 
weary ; she did not then think him in dying circumstances, 
although she did think it very likely, that he would die 
Mddenly, from his fits. In the morning she was acquainted 
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with Mr. Pierson's death, by Matthias calling to her, and 
informing her of that event. . And on coming down stairs, 
she found Mrs. B. Folger lying down in the children's 
room, in the north wing, showing that that lady must have 
been up before ; and thus agreeing with "her narrative in 
Mr. Stone's book, where she says, that she was up with Mr. 
Pierson during the night, but not exactly in his room at the 
' moment of his death. 

In the evidence given by Mr. Folger, on the trial, some 
things are not correctly stated. There it was shown, that 
Matthias had dropped water in the mouth of Mr. Pierson 
from a height, while he could scarcely s\yallo\v, and thus 
performed an act of cruelty. This we have exanained 
minutely into ; and though there might have been an appa- 
rent carelessness in Matthias' manner, we are satisfied that 
the act was one of kindness. Mr. Pierson could not drink; 
his lips were closed, and his mouth full of phlegm. As 
Mr. Pierson could not drink, it appeared to Matthias that it 
would afford him some relief to drop water b^^tween his 
lips, drop by drop, which, by their weight,anight penetrate 
into his mouth ; while Isabella, on her knees, and with a 
soft towel in her hand, hung over Mr. Pierson's head, and 
wiped away the phlegm as it was displaced by the drops of 
water ; and this defence would have been given, hiid any 
defence of Matthias been necessary. Our opinion is, that 
this fact is a strong proof that Mr. Pierson had attention 
paid him, if not all that he ought to have had : it is, we 
say, a proof oi attention, and not of cruelty. The descent 
of the water was not a foot ; in fact, not more than it ought 
to have been to effect such a purpose. 

During Mr. Pierson's illness, he asked Isabella's forgive- 
' ness. And this fact is noticed by Mrs. B. H. Folger as 
something very mysterious ; and in consequence of which 
we have inquired into it. We find it a fact ; and Isabella 
supposes Mr. Pierson referred to his altered manners some- 
time before his illness, when he interfered more, and was 
less kind. She also supposes he referred to her increased 
labour with the double spirit, the gift of Matthias and Mrs. 
Folger, frequently referred to; esjjer.irdjy by Mr.v. Folger, 
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■B we kave learned since our former notice of it She sup- 
fO»es that Mr. Piers«n felt conscious of this imposition, 
which arose out of the indulgences of Matthias and his 
matched spirit. 

in the morning after Mr. Pierson's death, Matthias en- 
tered his room ; and finding him dead, returned to Mrs. 
Folger, and infornfied her of it. Mrs. Folger soon inform- 
ed others of the hmilj, and Mr. Pierson's daughter, into 
whose room she had entered and laid down. The whole 
fiimily were much surprised, as they did not acknowledge 
either sickness or death. Matthias, however, remarked, 
that Pierson wanted faith ; and for that his body was not 
permitted to enjoy the kingdom, but the good part of his 
spirit remained among them. 

The death of Mr. Pjerson had no effect on the faith of 
the disciples, as Mr. Stone supposes. Mrs. Folger was as 
full of faith fits ever, as she soon after manifested before the 
coroner ; nor was her love diminished. Matthias, who was 
on very good terms with Mrs. Dratch, explained to her why 
Mr. Pierson must die ; and in the afternoon, on her depalrt- 
mre, gave her money, as she had been disappointed in see- 
ing Mr. Pierson, from whom she expected relief 

Mrs. Dratcli, at the request of Mrs. Folger, called on 
Mr. Folger, in New York, who had then just returned from 
his journey in the North; and when informed of the events 
he wrote to Mr. Pierson^s brother, Mr. Mahlon Pierson^ 
Bottle Hill, New Jersey : he also communicated the fact to 
Mr. Pierson' s relations in New York, and some of whonk 
prepared to come to Sing-Sing immediately, with Mr. B. 
Folger. In the mean time, as Mrs. Dratch, or Mr. Bishop,, 
a neighbour, had mentioned the death of Mr. Pierson as 
sudden, in Sing-Sing, a coroner's inquest was held in the 
afternoon of that day, and Mrs. Folger and Isabella, with 
others, were examined. 

From Isabella we learn, that the jury were more inqui- 
sitive of her and Henry, at least, about where the parties- 
^lept, than other subjects ; and they got so ftir as an ac- 
knowledgment that Mr. B. Folger and his wife did ndl 
sleep together : but nothing further was then elicited on 
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tkat subject, from the cautidn observed. And as the jury 
were prying into subjects not properly before them, Isabella 
replied, with some tartness ; for one asked her, " whajt had 
become of Pierson's devil, or evil spirit ?" when she took 
the liberty of replying, that it might have entered into one 
of thenL 

Mrs. Folger's replies on this occasion, as given by her- 
self in Mr. Stone's book, show that she then retained her 
full feith. . The following is an extract from page 208 of 
Mr. Stone's work : — 

• " Mrs. Folger was the fifth person examined." She in- 
formed them that her husband was absent ; and, as she was 
ignorant of legal matters, wished to know if they had a 
right to proceed as they were doing. They replied, that 
their proceedings were all legal. She then detailed to them 
all the particulars of Mr. Pierson's sickness and death. 
She said she did not consider this event as they did, a visit- 
ation of Providence ; but that the devil, death, had robbed 
us of the body of Mr. Pierson, while his spirit was as much 
with us as ever. They asked if Mr. Pierson had had medi- 
cine given him : — she replied, no — ^that they considered 
medicine an evil — that Mr. Pierson would not have taken 
any while he had his senses, and violence had not been 
done to his often expressed sentiments on this point, after 
he had lost his senses. They inquired if Mrs. Folger 
would not employ a physician if she were herself sick : 
she said, no — that she had already passed through the 
hands of so many, that she feared her body might yet be 
rejected from entering the kingdom of heaven. They asked 
several questions relative to Mr. Pierson's property and 
business with Mr. Folger : she replied, that she knew no 
particulars respecting it; referred them to her husband^ 
whom she believed to be a correct business man, and that 
they might rest assured he would render a true and accu- 
rate statement of all his transactions with Mr. Pierson — 
that she knew, from their conversations, that they had con- 
fidence in each other, and were partners in some kind of 
business; and in conclusion, said, if they had any more 
inquiries to make, she would like to hear them. She then 
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mentioned, that there were some marks on the skin of Mr. 
Pierson, which were occasioned by his knocking his feet 
together while in the fits ; but if they found any marks of 
violence on his body, "or were not satisfied, they would 
oblige her by letting her know it. Mrs. Folger then left 
the room, and supposed they examined the body. 

Matthias, in the mean time, had sent for cue of the neigh- 
bours, Mr. Bishop, and induced him to make arrangements 
for the funeral ; when the body was to have boon buried 
next day (Thursday) at noon. But Mr. B. Folji^er, accom- 
panied by a Mrs. Bishop, the cousin, and a married sister of 
Mr. Pierson, arrived ; and these desired the body to be re- 
moved to Morristown, near which Mr. Mahlon Pierson, 
the brother of Mr. Pierson, resides : and there it was taken. 
But on the 18th of August it was disinterred, and carefully * 
examined, by Drs. Cor\dicts and others; and the stomach, 
with its contents, carefully packed in a jar, and sent to Dr. 
Torry, a chemist, for examination. No proof whatever 
could be found of poison ; but a variety of ingenious sup- 
positions were made, fron some slight appearances about, 
the gullet and stomach. The fact is, the family, after the 
alarm raised by Mr. Folger ab^tut the coflTee poison, evi- 
dently believed Mr. Pierson poisoned — the physicians 
thought it probable, and they wished to discover something 
of the kind. The suspicion then fell on Matthias; and this 
continued till his trial at White Plains, in April, 1835; — 
when the prejudice was so much against him, that one of 
the jury, on that trial, has sinc^ informed us, that Ac icished 
to find Matthias guilty. The result of that trial is known ; 
and in spite of every evidence being brought up, and facts 
perverted, like the dropping of the water into Mr. Pierson^s 
mouth, and the blackberry story — in spite of the prejudice 
of the judge, the officers of the court, the people, and the 
jury — ^the judge was obliged to declare, that the evidence 
did not warrant Matthias being put upon his defence. It 
is true he was ably defended by Mr. Western, and a lees 
aBle man might have been cowed before the prejudices, and 
power arrayed against him. 

We are not dispesed to justify Matthias ; nay, we 
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think that Mr. Pierson might have lived a littU longer 
other treatment ; but we can see no act of deliberate desigs 
to shorten his life, either by any slow process or more wo^ 
ive agcint. Matthias, however, did ascribe the death of Mr. 
Pierson to his want of &ith ; which, he ^aid, he had ob* 
served since his visit to the married lady whom he wished 
to espouse. This is noticed at page 236 of Mr. Stone's^ 
work ; and this we think possible ; indeed, Matthias waa 
evidently afraid of her influence. 

The day after the body of Mr. Pierson was removed from 
Sing-Sing, Matthias went to New York in a carriage, asd 
Mrs. B. Folger and Isabella went to the same place in the 
steamboat, leaving Catherine and the young people in the 
house in Sing-Sing. Two days after the family had gone 
to New York, the house at Sing-Sing was taken possession 
of by Mr. Barker, the treasurer of the county, as the property 
of the late Mr. Pierson, and in trust for his heirs, and a Mr. 
Isaac Ter Boss, and a Mr. Williams, were put into ic as 
keepers, and Catherine and the rest of the family wero 
obliged to remove. This possession of the house was by 
surprise, and consequently every thing was left without 
precaution. Mr. Ter Boss now keeps a tavern at White 
Plains; we saw him there, and obtained from him some in- 
formation, chiefly, however, in confirmation of our state- 
ments, as a good white evidence. On taking possession of 
the house, and looking over the rooms, Mrs. B. Folger's 
clothes were found in Matthias' room. He too had lived 
on the spot in Sing-Sing, and had since carried Isabella 
from White Plains to Tarry Town, and on the jouniey had 
heard the whole statement, which he informed us agreed 
with our account, and thus showed that at least she had 
been consistent in that statement. He had, too, a knowledge 
of p^rts of many of the facts, and of those parts he admitted 
her correctness. And thus we get at another proof of her 
veracity. He made, too, a remark that we have already fwl 
in print, viz. : " that a woman who could neither read ot 
write, would be incapable of relating so many circumstancesl 
during a considerable period, so as to miure a conti«C«# 
story, unless true; or without furnishing tbe meant of '< 
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tectkm/' On taking possession of the hoase, bj instructions 
we suppose of the administrator, Mr. Pierson's brother, (Mr. 
Milhlon Pierson,) before meationed, fureparations were made 
for selling the furniture, and in a few days Mr. and Mrs. 
B. Folger, with Isabella, went again to Sing-Sing, to separate 
their property ftom the late Mr. Pierson' s, and while at 
Sing-Sing put up at Mr. Crosby's tavern, where Mr. B. 
Folger and his wife occupied one chamber, into which* they 
retired earl3% as Mr. B. Folger apparently manifested some 
impatience. On the next day, Mrs. Folger returned with 
Isabella by the boat, and on the journey, explained to her 
the circumstances of Mr. B. Folger, and her future plans. 
She stated.that Mr. B. Folger had lost much of his proper- 
ty, and had spent her private property also, but that he yet 
had some that he had kept back ; and that she advised Mat- 
thias taking a farm with part of this money, and retiring 
into the West, where she, Isabella, had better go with him ; 
while Mrs. Folger should remain in New York with Mr. 
Folger, who would speculate,' and soon obtain plenty of 
money, and they, then, would join Matthias again, and re- 
establish the kingdom. This subject, after this time, fre- 
quently became one of conversation, but Mrs. B. Folger 
observed, that Matthias was unwilling to ^o. Mr. B. Fol- 
ger returned to Sing-Sing, and was present at the sale of 
furniture there, and he purchased several articles, and on 
his return related that Mr. Bumham, a merchant in Cedar- 
street, had acted as agent for Mr. Pierson, and finding a 
drawer full of papers, he had turned them all out and stuffed 
them in his pockets. Mrs. B. Folger remarked that, among 
those papers were Mr. Pierson's experience papers ; and 
among them was her note to Mr. Pierson; this was said with 
apparent concern, ^nd at the same time with a half laugl) 
and finally the laugh prevailed, making it a subject 
amusement. This, we suppose, has reference to the r^ 
published by Mr. Stone, containing her vision in relat^ 
Mr. Pierson and her cousin. Mr. Stone, who had seej^^^^ 
papers, or Mr. Pierson's diary, observes, that latterK ^^^^ 
set down very little of religious experience, but g^, 
diary was occupied with an account of the currp 

.8 






W VARmATlrC OF ISABELLA. 

lions from day to day ; and hence we believe, that this diatt 
would confirm much of our statements : indeed we know it 
•^d<9e8, for the possessor has very naturally made it the sub- 
ject of conversation with his friends, and some of the con- 
■ tenitfi have been recounted to us, and others are published 
in Mr. Stone's book, and which agreeing with what we have 
positive proof for, we know to be correctly related. Mr. 
Burhh^m professes to be the deadly enemy of Matthias, while 
Mr. Pierson's family do not think Mr. B. Folger worthy 
of respect ; we cannot therefore conceive why important 
facts honestly recorded in Mr. Pierson's diary, illustrative 
of the singular events at Sjng-Sing, should be withheld from 
any motives of delicacy, especially when maay of those 
facts are isolated and separated from Mr. Pierson, whose 
sincerity no one doubts. It is however a fact, that Mr. 
Pierson destroyed considerable portions of his memoran- 
dums, just before his death, at the suggestion 6f Matthias, 
<who preached against so much writing, and himself was 
so prudent as not to commit anything to writing. 

We have before stated, that Matthias held much of the 
property of ]V|r. Pierson, and he had in his possession the 
title deeds of such propertjj. After the sale of the goods at 
Sing-Sing, Mr. Burnham, as the agent of Mr. Mahlon Pier- 
son, and as a more fit person to transact business, >yaited 
Tipon Matthias to obtain from him the title deeds, accompa- 
nied with a friend. Mr. Stone relates that Matthias had 
' agreed to give them up before their arrival, from a conver- 
iWation with Mr. B. Folger, and he gives a characteristic ac- 
count of this meeting. Matthias seated himself in a rocking 
chair, and commenced preaching to them, exclusively occu- 
Hying the time, and when at last they became impatient, he 
.declared that he should test the strength of the Gentile law ; 
and he afterward said to Mr. Folger, that the spirit had in- 
mned him, that he must not give up the property of God, 
.^|ie devil. The parties of course left him in much irrita- 
-jj^and without effecting their object. On a second visit, 
tho/^^' after a suit in Chancery had commenced, he 
DossihP^^P^^ to resign the deeds in question, from theim- 
,|w«8 ,^^ ^^ 3uppo8,e, of obtaining bail to the enormous 
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amount required, to preveot any sale or injury to the propextjr 
till the suit should be disposed of. 

We return now to the affairs of the kingdom, which grew 
wprse and worse. Mr. B. Folger's discontent continued ; 
and though- he had again given up his wife, he evidently 
sought every opportunity of indulgence ; and as the price 
of which, he became extremely polite to Matthias ; while 
MrS; Folger, who evidently loved Matthias, not only chose 
to indulge her husband occasionally, but evidentl}'^ wished 
to hold him to her affections^ but inferior to Matthias, and. 
consequently gave him many gracious smiles-: and while 
caressing Matthias, or one of his little boys, would some- 
times, by a peculiar wink, (certainly not very dignified,) 
convey an idea to Mr. B. Folger, that she was not wholly- 
devoted to Matthias, but still held him and her other cbila^ 
ren in her affections. Matthias apparently began to see 
this, and he became a little dissatisfied. He frequently ex- 
claimed, that he did not want quite so much politeness on 
the part of Mr. B. Folger ; that he doubted some of its sin- 
cerity : indeed he appeared to think it cost too much ; and 
when Mrs. B. Folger proposed taking a journey with her 
husband to Albany, Matthias opposed it. But upon her 
representing to him, that Mr. Folger had sacrificed much 
far him, she thought, as he wished it very much, she might 
so far indulge him as to accompany him in this journey^ 
The journey was undertaken, imd Mrs. B. Folger slept 
with her husband while thus travelling, either with or with- 
out the knowledge of Matthias. 

It should be remarked here, that Mr. B. Folger had made 
several journeys to Albany during the summer ; and when 
there, that he visited {he family of Matthias : this we learn- 
ed from Mrs. Matthifts ; but whether Mr. Folger renewed 
his acquaintance with her daughter, or not, we do not 
know. Yet Mrs. Matthias has (his note in her little book : 
— "Matthias by his wife," page 36, — "Mr. B. Folger often 
came to Albany on business, and called at our house. I 
suppose his object still was^ to influence my daughter, anci^ 
in some way to get her to join them, and become his sub- 
stitute for his wife, whom he had given to Mr. M.*' (Mat* 
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thiu.) Oa the occasion of one of these visits Mrs. Matthias 
remarks, '' I then told him how I felt towards Mrs. B. (Fol- 

fer,) and how sinful I thought her conduct to be." And 
e (Mr. B. Folger) replied, that " she was as pure as an an- 
gel in the sight of heaven." ** I told him, that 'I looked up- 
on her as no better than any other woman of ill-fame ; tod, 
in many respects, I thougnt her to be worse." (See " Mat- 
thias," by his wife, page 36. J 

Notwithstanding these opmions, and that these opinions 
were known to Mr. B. Folger, Mrs. Folger afterward visitr 
ed Mrs. Matthias, the legal wife of Matthias, in New York, 
and no caps were pulled ; Matthias' wife making no other 
pretensions than that of a poor woman, while Mrs. Folger 
sustained the character of the lady ; and she very conde- 
scendingly remarked, that she was agreeably surprised at 
the manners and appearance of Mrs. Matthias, whom she 
complimented on the expression of her countenance : in fact, 
both the wife and the spouse of Matthias agreeably deceived 
each other. 

On the return of Mr. Folger and his wife from the North, 
Mr. Folger was unwilling to give up his wife, although 
she was very far gone in the family way, with the expected 
holy 5on of Matthias, in whom there was yet much &ith ; 
and the subject was now resumed of Matthias going into 
the West, to seek a farm. After some manifestations of dis- 
satisfaction, on the part of Matthias and Mr. B. Folger, the 
former resolved upon leaving the family, at least for a time, 
and set out on a journey, and reached as far as Newatrk ; 
and Mr. B. Folger slept that night with his wife. When 
Matthias left, he wept, and evidently went, more at the desire 
of Mr. B. Folger than his own. He.took with him no bag- 

fige, and must consequently have meant to return : yet, 
ora what follows, he appears to have lefi his return un- 
certain, as well as the place of his retreat. 

In this flight Matthias compared himself to David, and 
Mr. B. Folger to his unruly son Absalom, warring against 
his ibther. The &ct is, that Matthias had scarcely Idt the 
liouse whea Mrs. Folger commenced th'^ most dolefid lam* 
entatSons, and manife^ng the greatest marks of distress 



uii4 yet this was not thr^e weeks befoxe the kingdom wa^ 
dissolired. Her distress was so great, that it affected those 
about her, and drew the attention of the whole household : 
even the little son of Matthias noticed and reported it to his 
mother, when he got back to Albany, (and she informed us 
of it;) while Isabella was perfectly astonished at what she 
called her *' taking on so." Mr. B. Folger, too, became 
distressed at the unhappiness of his wife j and being melt- 
ed into sympathy, remarked, that if this was the consequence ' 
of Matthias' departure, he could have no comfort with her, 
and consequently wished him back. Among other expres- 
sions of grief, she used this, just previous to Matthias' dv*- 
parture: "How can I live if Father goes away !' After 
his departure she said to Mr Folger, *' What has beeon^e 
of him ?" To Avhich the good-natured husband replied, that 
** he would go and see." To Isabella and others she gavt. 
also other reasons, in conjunction with her avowed affectiott^ 
for him,, for her grief; she remarked, that Mr. Folger would,, 
perhaps, ill use her when Matthias was gone. Before his 
departure, too, when' complaining of altered circumstances* 
as the cause why Matthias should leave them for the prc^ 
sent, Isabella, with much simplicity, forgetting her occa- 
sional angry feelings at Mrs. Folger, offered to work for 
the common good of the kingdom. She had before assisted 
Matthias, when his allowance was stopped by Mr. Pierson ; 
her offer, of course, only showed her sympathy — it was un- 
availing. 

Matthias, who probably knew the effect of his absence; 
returned the next day, and was received with open arms ; 
and Mrs. Folger manifested joy as rapturous, at his return^ 
as her lamentations had been dolorous ; and then followed 
the last mockery of marriage, more solemnly contracted 
than before. 

The church or kingdom was assembled, and Mr. B. Fol* 
ger assuming the firmness of a man, and the sageneas of 
"a philosopher, declared to Mrs. Folger in tne most 
solemn manner, that he was then about to give her up for 
etftri that after that period, he would never take her Wk 
again. Then appealing to Catherine, be declared, himaelf 
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willing to take her for ever, bat with much 8oi<emnitj and 
apparent prudence and sageness, pointed out to her tfa« ctiffi- 
culties of her situation ; he foretold that th^ world mtnt be- 
come acquainted with the foots, and that persecution woorkl 
possibly follow ; and he then asked her solemi^y, if she 
was willing to take him Avith these prospects, and if she 
felt that she had strength to bear up against the frowns of 
the world ; concluding with repeating the question, was 
she willing to take him forever? To which Catherine, 
who \^'as unable to make a speech, or to look solemn, only 
looked foolish, and* hung her head down, and drawled out 
4he accustomed ♦* Yes, sir." And then appealing to Mrs. 
Folger again, Mr. Folger remarked, •* Now Father takes 
you for ever." The unusual solemnity of Mr. Folger on 
this occasion, and the firmness with which he pronounced 
the words for ever, seemed to unnerve Mrs. Folger. She 
Was not accustomed to it ; she paused, and faltered, as if 
she was about to lose the influence she had exerted over 
Mr. B. Folger. and this perhaps Matthias observed, and for 
the first time, probably, conceived the idea, that Mrs. B. Fol- 
ger really wished to retain two strings to her bow. How- 
ever, the solemnities closed ; the family wounds were healed, 
and the kingdom was again built up. Harmony reigned 
that evening, and Matthias, at night, retired with *Mrs. B. 
Folger, while Mr. Folger led oflT the young widow ; each 
of the parties being now fixed for ever. We have already 
rrmarfeed, that from Mr. Pierson's death, the beginning of 
August, 1834, up to the period we are now speaking ot (a 
lapse of about five weeks,) there had been much dissatisfac- 
tion, and the usual course had been observed to obtain peace. 
Mr. B. Folger had been indulged for a time, as in his 
northern journey, and then put off; when he would inter- 
dict Mrs. B. Folger from sleeping with Matthias'; and or 
such occasions, Mrs. B. Folger slept with Isabella, and on 
these opportunities made to her very free communications, 
while the subject of her union with Matthias seemed to occupy 
much of her thoughts, and it became the subject of conver- 
sation ; besides, being under partial restraint, and denied the 
company of MA^tl^^^^^* ^^^ perhaps operated in exciting the 
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inagiaatimi the more. Mrs. B. Folsfer YmS^ on a former 
oeeasion« called the attention of Isabella when she entered 
their bedfoom on a morning, to the stibject of her happiness: 
1^ as she was laying her head on the beard of JVbtthias, 
she remarked, '' Isabella, this you s^ is my pillow." And 
on the present occasion, or when Mrs. B. Folger was in 
bed with Isabella, atA when Matthias was spoken of, Mrs. 
Folger actually showed Isabella how Matthias kissed or 
embraced her. This, with other facts, shows clearly, that 
the death of Mr. Pierson made no alteration either m the 
laith of Mrs. Folger, or in her affections ; and it shows roost 
dearly, that her mind was at least much occupied with her 
enjoyments with Matthias, whom she still regarded as her 
proper spouse. The account therefore in Stone's book of 
her decline in faith, after Mr. Pierson' s death, is incorrect. 
We approach now the crisis, the breaking up of the 
kingdom, which is extremely characteristic. For three 
weeks after this last marriage, which was to bind them for 
ever, the parties seemed to get on tolerably well. But Mrs. 
Folger was probably more attentive to Mr. B. Folger than 
before, as she evidently did not wish to lose her influence 
over him ; and this perhaps excited or increased ihe jealousy 
of Matthias, whom we before remarked did not like so much 
politeness on the part of Mr. Folger. For three Aveeks, Mr. 
B. Folger seemed to be satisfied with Catherine, but he 
^uld not last o^t the honeymoon. On Sunday afternoon, 
September 15th, 1834, about three weeks after the late mar- 
riaffe, Mrs. B. Folger went into the garret to lay down on 
Isabella's bed, when Mr. B. Folger, after sometime, followed 
her, entered the room, shut the door, and locked it. Now 
whether Matthias' suspicions were awake, or whether by 
accident, we Jcnow not ; but, he too went up to the garret, 
and finding it locked, ascertained who were within, and 
why they had locked it ; but as he had no legal remedy, he 
hao to put up with it. Catherine, who was a party in- 
terested in this transaction, went into the kitchen, and* said 
Id Isabella that Father had caught them, or caught her at 
it. She also complained, that it was too bad that Mrs. Fol- 
der had two men ; and osing an exaggeration, declared that 



* 
t 



\ 



te HARmATiyS OF I8ABBLL4. 

she had Matthias all nig^ht, and Ben Folger (at she said) 
all day.* Soon after this, Mrs. Folger catne down staira, 
and said to Isabella, thatMr.Folger had forced h&r,t but as 
he was her legal husband, she had no remedy. Matthias 
however, on this occasion, did not impute all the blame to 
Mr. Folger, for Mrs. Folger and Matthias after this had 
some words for a day or two ; and oh Tuesday night, Mat- 
thias got out of bed, and left her. She then also left thfc 
bed, and came up stairs into Isabella's bed, (Catherine was 
at that time in bed. with Mr. Folger,) and lay down with 
her, and mentioned the fact of Matthias' leavmg her, and 
declared that she could not lay alone, for that Pierson's 
spirit haunted her. This she had said several times before, 
and added,' that if she got out of the bed in the night or in 
the dark, that she required Matthias to hold his hands over 
her eyes, for she seemed to see Pierson's spirit.J After a 
short time Matthias also came into Isabella's room, appa- 
rently to look for Mrs. Folger, and seeing her in bed with 
Isabella, he desired the coloured woman to get up, and leave 
her, exclaiming that Mrs. Folger was a harlot; and used 
the expression, " My Lord and my God, have I had that 
devil in my bosom !" And then appealing to Isabella again, 
exclaimed, " God will curse you if you do !" (that is, lay in 
bed with her.) To which Mrs. Folger replied, Well, where 
can I go, I must go somewhere; where shall I go Father? 
Matthias said, " Go to the pit from whence you came, ydu 
cursed creature." Matthias left the room, and Isabella got 



* The exact word^ of Catherine were, "Lord 6od, Ben and Mother are locked 
Tip in your bedroom together. What a devilish shame it is, that a wonum wants 
two or three men," 

Catherine left for a few minutes, and returning, added, "Father has catched 
Ben and Mother together; Well, I never see such a wonuAi in my life bAlbre, 
teve yon 1 ahe wants FatMer all night, and Ben all day." 

t Her words were, after inquiring of Isabella if she had not heard of the 
inbir, **I was &tigued, and was laying down on your bed, and Benjamin came 
rap, and locked the door, and forced me : and Father came up to the dooi^ and 
r DOW he Is angry. I am sure, I am not to blame." 

t The exact expressions on this occasion, were, "lam come to you for int>- 
tectioB, for Father has gone off, laying on the sofot or somewhere er other, and 
loft me alone in the bed ; and Pierson's deviHah spirit haunts me, so that I iloat 
Jmow wliere to go." 

Isabella replied, " I wish to God he would appear to me, I would ask him what 
•%eiMae«.** T ■ ■ ■ ■ -^ .• ■- 
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HOC became desired by Mrtthiaat, baft because she could 
mat sleep in soch a conftisioiL 

Id the moming, when CatheriDe left Mr. Polger*s room. 
If T& Foiger weDt into it, and did not come down to brealc- 
fcst; but Mr. Foiger took her up cofifee: no regular 
break&st was taken that morning. The confusion of the 
night, and the irritated state of the feelings of the party, 
took away the appetite ; Matthias scarcely eat any thing, 
Isabella very little : and this is the breakfiist, and the coffee, 
which Mr. B. Foiger so imprudently said was poisoned, 
and lor which he recently had to pay to Isabella $125 and 
costs, in a slander suit. Mr. B. Foiger now became urgent 
with Matthias to leare ; still there WfiS no direct quarrel- 
ling, and Matthias did not leave that day ; this is cf cor- 
sequence, for the report of the poisoned coffee, supposed 
that on the morning of his departure, th^ coffee was poi<- ' 
soned : in the coarse of the day considerable alterations 
look place : Mrs. Foiger appeared again in the femily, but 
with an altered tone ; she now called Mr. B. Foiger, hw- 
band, a term which she formerly used, but which had been 
dropped since she was called mother ; and she especially 
informed Isabella that she wanted Mr. Foiger to be obey- 
ed ; her tone towards Matthias was altered ; and her beau- 
tifiil sofl voice, seemed to have acquired a harshness ; MatT 
ihias was no longer the favourite, and Mr. Foiger was again 
taken to be her husband ; and Matthias* physical powers 
even, were now depreciated. By. what follows, it appears 
that Mr. Foiger was told by Mrs. Foiger, that she had 
never enjoyed the Father much, and that she greatly pre- 
ferred him, Mr. B. Foiger : and as Mr. Foiger finds it 
extremely difficult to keep any secrets, this led to a very 
curious scene. When most of the family, kingdom, or . 
church, was assembled by accident in the kitchen, or baie- 
nent, including Mr. and Mrs. Foiger, Matthias, Catherine, 
and Isabella, Mr. B. Foiger, feeling confident* in the aflbc- ^ 
tions of his wife, and perhaps not Knowing how she had 
fcrmerly disparaged his physical powers, and knowing 
only that she then disparaged those* of Matthias, ho ven- 
tured to taunt Matthita on this 'X,vaf: : Matthias returned 
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the thrust, and appealed to Mrs. B. Folger for the truth. aC 

his assertions, and to confirm what she had formerly sold 
of Mr. B. Folger, who also appealed to her, to confirm 
what she h^d just said of Matthias ; being thus appealed 
to, by her husband and her spouse, she had resort to her 
ingenuity to get out of her difficulty : she said, that whea 
she spoke of Matthias, she did not refer to actual enjoyment^ 
but that as she had a complaint, ^the falling of the womb,) 
and she found that Matthias maae her better, by replacing 
the fallen part, and that in consequence of this benefit she 
had thus spoken of him ; but that she greatly preferred 
Mr. B. Folger, whom she enjoyed most. In the com- 
mencement of this discourse, by the chief leaders in the 
kingdom, Isabella was directed to some employment out of 
the kitchen, as had frequently been done before, when any 
delicate or family subject was agitated ; but she, feeling 
that the kingdom was about to be dissolved, declined obey- 
ing, and chose to stay and hear out this singular dispute. 
In the course of the day, however, Mrs. Folger informed 
Matthias that she would not sleep with Mr. Folger till the 
child was born ; this resolution, however, we expect was 
not kept. 

Mr. B. Folger continued more urgent with Matthias, yet 
no actual quarrel ensued : he offered Matthias any quantity 
of money, any thing to get rid of him ; he saw that the 
disaffection of his wife was a favourable opportunity, and 
he pressed it, as Matthias told us ; he said that Mr. Folger 
was with him, as Pharoah with the children of Israel, any 
thing to get rid of them, and then to pursue them,' as in 
his case. Matthias, in reply to the offer of money, remark- 
ed, that if he, Mr. B. Folger, felt as though he had money 
which belonged to Grod, he might give it him ; and Mr. 
B. Folger gave Matthias $500 on the day of his departure. 
Mr. Western, however, shows that this money was still 
given to Matthias to buy a form, agreeable to the first idea. 
Isabella also had engaged to go, and Mr. and Mrs. Folger 
insisted on paying her wages as a compensation, and gave 
her 925. Henry too had been paid off before this period, 
and thus the langdom was virtually broken up; buj 
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Matihias just after that time, acknowledged only to his 
wife, at Albany, that it was necessary that the church 
should go into the wilderness for a time ; still adhering to 
the notion of a farm, and a reunion. There is something 
very curious with this gift erf monet to Matthias and Isa- 
bella, with* after circumstances. The money vvas given 
partly in silver and partly in gold, and Mr. B. Folger 
urged that Isabella should take the charge of the gold ; 
but she declined, and, like a great fool, added her money, 
received as wages, to that given to Matthias, for the good, 
ive suppose, of the kingdom. Matthias, however, return- 
ed her money before he left the house. It was very well 
that Isabella did not take charge of this gold, for no 
sooner was Matthias and Isabella gone, than Mr. Folger 
raised reports, not only of her having poisoned his family, 
but excited suspicion* that he had been robbed: it appears 
onei of the failings of Mr. B. Folger, that he could never 
get out of one difficulty without getting into another ; and 
we have proofs not' only of his bringing this charge, con- 
nected with the other, for which he had to pay 8^125; but, 
when detected in the last act of grossness, after giving up his 
vfikfor ever, and taking Catherine //??* ev^r, we have proof 
of his charging this very act on Matthias, and another per- 
son, which if we were to mention, he would be immediately 
prosecuted again for slander : we have proof, too, of him 
and Mrs.B. Folger, after the whole was settled, going to 
Mr. Latourette, in the Bowery, and making- there a reli- 
gious confession, acknowledging the very things mentioned 
in this book, appearing penitent, spending much time in 
prayer ; and yet, in the midst of this very confession, Mr. 
Folger imputes sins to others, which would expose him to 
a prosecution if made known ; and to prevent this, he binds 
his confessor to secrecy ; but his confessor told it to his 
wife, or a part of it, and his wife to a Mrs. McComb, in Fourth 
"street, and this lady mentioned it to a cousin of Mr. Folger, 
whom Stone so much' abuses, and she mentioned a part of 
this confession to us ; and much of these * facts we after- 
ward got confirmed by Mr. Latourette himself, indirectly 
mdeed, for being bound as he supposed to secrecy, he den 
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elined &. positive answer to some questions, but sui 
tially confirmed what we before knew. This attempt Id 
injure the reputation or fame of another, without daring to 
do it openly, destroys our faith, both in the sincerity aad 
efficacy of the accompanying long prayers and tears ; it m 
like getting absolution with the purpose of sinning again. 

In Mr. Stone's book, " Matthias and his Ijoiposturee,'' the 
account given of the transactions at Sing-Sing, and in No. 8 
Third street house, is avowedly given by Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Folger. From such a source we could have no right to 
expect a correct statement of such transactions as we have 
related, in which they were the chief actors; and thi;B. Mr. 
Stone must have known : and yet he endorses their account 
(see page 221 of his work) as " a round Unvarnished tale;" 
** and is, moreover, as far as it goes,'' as he says, ** a tale of 
unexaggerated, unadorned, and simple truths We cannot 
notice all the errors and omissions in this %simple truth ;*' 
but our readers may like to see their version of the few la4t 
days, and they may amuse themselves by weaving our ac- 
count in that published by Mr. Stone ; and then, by making 
an allovvanc.e, from a wish to shift the blame from their own 
shoulders — and from the supposition that Matthias would 
not be bi^lieved if he wrote — and that the coloured vroraan 
would not be heard, because she could not read or write — 
the accounts then may be reconciled with ours, and will be 
found tolerably minute.. To assist in this explanation we 
shall add notes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Folger, up to the period of a few days be- 
fore the rupture just explained, acknowledge themselves as 
believers in Matthias ; but wished him to retire on a farm, 
as before explained. The last events are then thus notic«id 
in Mr. Stone's book; see pages 213, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

" At length, while Mr. Folger was abroad, Matthias began 
to charge Mrs. Folger a? being responsible for breaking up 
'the kingdom.' She would then tell the family, in hi« 
presence, what the circumstances were, but to little or no 
purpose ; for, 'as soon as her back was turned, he would 
say so much to the contrary, as to recall them to believe in 
his statements ; and they no doubt were aware that it niiglit 
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be 9ome time before they would be able to find another to 
independent and well-provided a home. 

*' Mr. Folger, at this time,* was much occupied and tried 
in his mind with business perplexities ; and finding him 
still decided in his determination to separate from Matthias, 
Mrs. Folger forbore to mention to him her trials in his ab- 
sence from the bouse, being sustained by the hope of a 
speedy deliverancet from them. But Matthias at last as- 
certaining that Mr. Folger was not to be wrought upon 
&rther by him, attempted to terrify Mrs. Folger into a &r- 
ther belief of his doctrines. She, however, told him, that 
she had not faith, and therefore could not exercise it. He 
asked, if it was then her determination to pursue the course 
her husband had pursued; if it was, he added, he had 
made the same sign for her he had made for Mr. Pierson, 
which would not fail. She said firmly, it was. He thea 
said, at the height of his voice, which was, on the whole, 
deafening, stamping at the same time violently with his 
leet, she should be d-a-m-n-e-d !{ Mrs. Folger was much 
alarmed, and feared that the earth would open and swallow 
her up, or something worse. She was then quite unwell 
and wearied, and did not feel sure, for a time, but that some 
of his curses had taken efiTect. But finding that she out- 
lived one curse, she felt encouraged to urge her husband, 
when he came home in the evening,^ to be more prompt in 
effecting the dismissal of Matthias ; and on the following 
morning she proposed that he should leave her up stairs, 
and say to Matthias distinctly, that he should have no more 
opportunity of preaching to her, and insist upon his leaving 
that day. This was done, and he promised to go, but re- 



* This was afler Mr. Folger had infringed the conditions of the 
last solemn marriage; which, with the former marriage, and vio- 
lation of (he contract, are wholly omitted in Stone's book. 

t Matthias vilified her after the violation of the last marriage 
compart. 

t His abuse of her, after she left his bed, and was in bed wilb 
Isabella, as explained in our text. 

% When she went up to his bed, after Catherine had left k. 
9 
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quested that the family might dine together once more.— 
Mr. Folger took Mrs. Foiger's breakfast up to her room^ 
and she drank freely of the coffee. She then asked to have 
her little daughter, about six years old, sent up to her. — 
When the child came up stairs, she said,, * Mother, Mr. Mat- 
thias said, that was not the Lord's table they ate at tnis 
morning, but the devil's,' and that Mr. Matthias did not eat 
any breakfast. The child likewise said, that the coffee was 
not good, and that she c^uld not drink it* 

" Mr. Folger being much occupied that morning, in de- 
livering the articles of furniture belonging to the .estate of 
Mr. Pierson, which was to be sold at auction, sent for Mrs. 
Folger, as he needed her assistance. t Meeting her little son, 
about ten years of age, as she descended the stairs, he said 
to her, * Mother, the coffee was so bad this morning I could 
hardly drink it.' J She merely replied to him, being busy, 
•Why did you drink it then?' and the circumstance 
escaped her mind, as did the other complaint from the little 

girl. 

" Matthias seized an opportunity, while Mr. Folger was 
in another part of the house delivering furniture, to renew 
his threats upon Mrs. Folger. § He was then seated in the 
kitchen, preaching to Catherine and the coloured woman. 
Mrs. Folger was engaged down stairs, and continued to be 
until dinner was ready. Matthias did not eat any dinner, 
but wept while the rest were eating — intending, perhaps, 
to try the force of tears, for he did shed real tears. Mrs. 



* All the family in confusion, in consequence of Mrs. Fclget 
leaving Matthias' bed in the night, and successively entering Isa- 
bella's and Mr. Folger's. Matthias was in a rage, and ate no break- 
fast. The child might or might not have observed that the coffee 
was bad : there was no evidence of this on the late trial. 

+ The singular conversation about the relative phjrsical powers 
of Matthias and Mr. B. Folger probably took place at this time. 

t This may or may not be true. It was not brought forward at 
the late trial, where no defence was offered, and Mr. Folger eo»< 
victed of a malicious libel in relation to this coffee. 

§ Mrs. Folger promised not to unite with Mr. Folger till tin 
holy child was born. 
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tAget did not obserye the coloured woman at that time, 
lirut has at other times, that she did not eat when Matthias 
abstained. Mrs. Folger retired to her room, after dinner^ 
ii^th her children. It rained that afternoon ; and Matthias 
pleaded that circumstance as an excuse to Mr. Folger that 
lie did not depart. At supper-time Matthias treated himself 
at the table, but did not partake. He remarked, that he 
began to realize his situation, and commenced pronoijncing 
woes upon those who had caused it. Mr. Folger forbade 
his preaching any more to his family, and he was silenced 
ibr the time, 

'* Mr. Folger asked him if he should send his sons to 
their mother in Albany. Matthias replied, " he would as 
soon send them to hell !'' but, in the same breath, said,, ^'he 
wished he would." On a second reflection, however, it 
seemed to be his design to keep house somewhere in New 
York. He packed up their clothes with his, and said, he 
should take them with him. Mr. Folger soon after this re- 
•ollected, that he had promised their mother, that if they 
were to leave his family, he would send them to her. He 
accordingly told Matthias of it, and that it must be done i 
and in three days, after having things properly prepared^ 
Mr. Folger committed them to the care of the captain of. a 
steamboat, paid their expenses to Albany, and sent them. 
, home. 

** Immediately after supper, on the last night Matthias 
^as in the house, he went to bed. Mr. Folger had an er- 
rand out on business, and went to attend to it. Mrs. Folger, 
with Catherine, retired to her room ; but having occasion 
to go to the kitchen after a while, Matthias was found there- 
with the coloured woman. Catherine accompanied Mrs. 
Folger to the kitchen ; wheieupon Matthias and the col- 
oured woman began to persuade her to join them in keep- 
ing house : and they no doubt would have induced Cathe- 
rine to go with them, but for the advice of Mr. and Mrs. 
Folger. 

'* During that night Mrs. Folger was quite unwell, and 
tiid not sleep. She obger yedtfagt Mr. Folger was very real- 
lessi and groaned in his sleep. Tiie chil£en, who were in 
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the next room with Cathefine, were restless and wakeful, 
and rather wild and light-headed. Catherine was also rest- 
less, and groaned in her sleep.* 

** Mrs. Folger then remembered the children's complaint 
about the coffee, and Matthias not eating when they did.f 
In consequence of this, she told Catherine in the morning 
to get breakfast separately for us ; to be sure they washed 
cTery thing to be used, and not to use any of the prov^isions 
ihen in the house. Catherine then mentioned to Mrs. Fol- 
ger, that she had observed the coffee was bad the morning 
before, had a strange taste, and had something white in itf 
— that she had asked the coloured woman the cause of it, 
who had replied, that she could not expect to have good 
coffee, or any blessing, while her Father was offended.^ 
This morning, Mr. Folger went down, at Mrs. Folger's re- 
quest, to see that her instructions were obeyed. Mr. Fol- 
ger and family took breakfast in the parlour : Matthias, the 
coloured woman, and Matthias' sons, below stairs. 

" After breakfast, Mr. Folger told Matthias he^must be 
off immediately — that he should not leave the house until 
he had gone— that as for his sons, they should be sent to 
their mother. Matthias undertook again to display some 
of his lofty movements, and made some objections ; but the 
spell was broken, and his day had passed. He was soon 
silenced, upon being assured, that if there -was any farther 
trouble with him, Mr. Folger would step to the police-office 
and get assistance. He consumed all the time he could in 
getting his clothies together, and asking for many articles, 



• Catherine was restless, for she bad just lost her spouse, lately 
taken by her for ever ; on that day she had cried and wrung ber 

, liands at her loss, till comforted by Mr. B. Folger, who promised 
to protect her. 
t None of this evidence was produced on the late trial. 

* -Mr. Folger endeavoured to repair the injury of the libel by 
charging Catherine as the author, and saying that she was an in- 
fernal liar. (This came out on the late trial, m Mr. Whiting's evi- 
dence.) 

I Isabella had observed, that " the curse of God was on that 
loose/' in reference to the proceedings we have related. 



^ 
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wbich were denied him. He exercised considerable inge- 
nuity to obtain them ; but his true character was under- 
8tooa, and his motions were watched. He at last obtained 
a cartman, sent away his baggage, and departed himself 
about noon, on the 1 8th or 19th of September. 

" Mr. and Mrs. Folger went, the same day, in search of 
a more suitable residence."* 

We ask, now, what authority this book of Mr. Stone's 
can have, as illustrating '* The Progress of Fanaticism," 
as Mr. Stone has it in his title-page, when it so completely 
^rbles and obscures the facts ? 

In relation to the property of Mr. Piersor^, we have al- 
ready said, that much dissatisfaction exists amongst his re- 
latives. He was supposed to be worth $80,000, by his own 
representations ; but Matthias, and some of his neighbours^ 
•uppose he over-rated himself, as many others do. He did 
give away large sums in his various charities, and in the 
kingdom. We know Matthias' tailor's bills were sent to 
him, and that his expenditures were extremely free ; but 
the household expenses in the kingdom, even though they 
had a large family, could not be much, as all in that family 
worked.; even the Father and the Mother worked a little, 
and living on a farm, in a plain way, each must have pror 
duced nearly as much in value as what he consumed, ex- 
cept the Prophet. The land speculation was decidedly good. . 
The machinery does not appear to have cost Mr. Pierson 
much ; nay, he possibly gained by it. His stock specula- 
tion is alone doubtful, we have no evidence on it. But the 
greatest cause of dissatisfaction is the loss of Mr. Pierson's 
accounts — and this indeed is a mystery. Mr. Pierson was 
a good accountant, had always kept his own affairs in or- 
der ; and when a firm with which he was connected was 
once bankrupted, he it was who made up the accounts, ta 
the satis&ction of the parties concerned. From the^e focts, 
and the habit of Mr. Pierson to put to paper even the trivial 
transactions of the day, his family ana friends believe that 



• This going to s^ek a new residence is not very reooncilabk 
with the sickness said to be occasioiled by the coffee. 
9* 
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kt maM Jkftve jc^ aoooaBaoC Us propenjand 
acticAt: asd jet cio SQch accMmes can be fiiiind: and il is 
these papen v3ucL liaTe beea so ntoch aoaglit after, and 
the ai»ence of wkicik cietfes ao rancii diwariafection- 

CocuKcted «^ these papers, there is one afab|ect we 
have omioed. pani!j because we coald not gire the correct 
dale, and pardy ^rom an onwiliiogness to un^itake it, 
from UM nature ; we haTe, howerer. pnnnised to give the 
wbo:e tmdi, and, thercibre, me shall gire the &cts as rela- 
ted to U&, leaTing reflectioas lo oar readers. Afier the sale 
of goods at Sing-Sing, belonging to Mr. Pierson, that gen- 
tIeiTjan's goods, propenj. and papers, were sought alter in 
the house in Third street : the key of that pan of a bureau, 
supposed to contain Mr. Pierson^s papers, was lost ; but 
Mr Folger, about that time, was examining papers for 
two days ; and Isabella, when looking after sheets and 
other linen of Mr. Pierson's to be given up for sale, enter- 
ed the room in which the bureau was, and observing a 
change in its appearance which arrested her attention, and 
not knowing what was in it, for though she had heard 
some noise about a key and papers, she did not identify 
them with this bureau ; indeed, a person who neither reads 
or writes, and who has no property, takes very little inter- 
est in papers : this bureau having attracted her attention, 
while in search for linen, she put her hand on the top of it 
and il came open, — the drawer, as she expresses herself! 
dropped out ; she then discovered that this piece of furni- 
ture contained small compartments, and different papers 
tied up, but these did not attract her attention, and nothing 
like sneets or linen appearing, she would have shut this 
drawer up immediately, had not an object of curiosity ar- 
rested her ; this was a small round magnifying or shaving- 
glass, and taking this glass up, to her astonishment, she 
discovered that it enlarged her face enormously ; forgetting 
all other subjects, and not supposing she had done any 
thing wrong, she told Catherine of this curiosity, stating 
where she nad seen it ; and Catherine next took it to Mr. 
B. Folq'er, then in another room. Mrs. Folger, who was 
present, appeared surprised at the exposure; but Mr. Fol- 
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ger manifested no surprise, either at the object, or at Cath- 
erine's having it ; and this should be remembered, for it 
supposes that Mr. B. Folger did not know that it was 
taken from that drawer, or else that that act was of rfo conse- 
quence. Mrs. B. Folger, however, discovered an im 
portance in this transaction, and immediately informed 
Matthias that Isabella had opened a drawer of Mr. Pier- 
son's, and she brought him down stairs to scold Isabella, 
she cdming side by side with Matthias, and leaning 
on him, and in the scolding p^ supplying him with 
words, and making a case the worse for her interference ; 
it was this quality in Mrs. B. Folger which chiefly annoy. 
ed Isabella. Matthias scolded Isabella severely for med- 
dling with the drawer. Isabella defended herself by stating 
that she was looking for sheets. Mrs. Folger remarked, 
" that any one that would open a drawer would do any 
thing else." Isabella denied opening it, declaring that she 
laid her hand on it, and the drawer came open ; that it was 
neither latched nor locked. The reflections of Mrs. Folger 
•aused Isabella to express a determination to leave the 
kingdom ; fbr this, it appears, Mrs. Folger nor Matthias 
was prepared, and Mrs. Folger coming into the kitchen 
again, entered into explanations, and stated that she did not 
mean to say that Isabella had designedly broken open the 
drawer, but that, being very strong, she had broken the 
lock or ketch undesignedly, and thus opened the drawer 
while handling the bureau. Isabella replied, emphatically, 
•• No, there was no ketch or lock broken, the drawer came 
open simply in touching it.'' All this while Isabella had 
attached no importance to the transaction; but Mrs. B 
Folger now remarked, soflening her voice to a low tone, 
that " if it were known that the drawer was opened, Mr. 
Folger would be ruined." She further remarked, " that if 
Mr. Bnrnham, (the agent of Mr. Pierson's relatives,) had 
•ome, he would have put in the key and opened it, and he 
ncTer would have known that it had been opened." (This 
was said in reply to some other remark of Isabella.) To 
this observation Isabella replied^ Oh ! oh I (with some 
asUmishment,) was there any of Mr. Pierson's papers 



104 
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there ^ perceiving for the first time, what she thoaght the 
eause of Mrs. Folger's anxiety. Mrs. Folger replied. No. 
Isabella afterward resided about ten days in the house with 
Mr. Burnham, and stated to him all the transactions which 
we hare recorded. We draw no conclusions from these 
&cts relative to this drawer and quarrel ; but we think it 
due to Mr. Folger to state, that he did not mix up with the 
quarrel, or show any anxiety about it. Nor do we ascribe 
to Mrs. Folger, individually, any improper connexion with 
this transaction. 



CHAPTER V. 



M» amddan, change in the opinions^ btU a change in the feelings of Mr^ 
B. Poiger — 'Traita in the character qf Matthias — Uesign or incon- 
mstency of Mr. and Mrs. Folger in the arrest qf Mattliias — Plerson 
Sinnterred^ and a new chain of events — Mr. Western and Wilson — 
Curious scene at Bellemte — Pier son again disinterr^ and a charge 
^murder preferred against Matthias — TVial put off— The Holy 
dkild. a female — Catherine confirms Isabella* s Narrative — 'J uc IriuC 
mt white Plairu — Matthias interrupts the courts and is first tried for 
'tn^anity ; but acknowledged sane by the jury — Tlie evidence — Matthias 
moqaitted without a aefence— Vinaictive trial of Matthias for assault 
OR Has daughter — Convicted and sentenced — Present situation of th^ 
prominent members of the late kingdom — Conclusion. 

Tmb parties composing the kingdom being now separated, 
and the events which followed being generally knowm, we 
might leave off here ; but we are desirous of leaving a cor- 
rect rec ord of the transactions of the party, and fully illus- 
trating the characters in these strangest of all transactions. 
And that we cannot fully do, without a brief notice of what 
kas since occurred ; besides, we have left Mrs. B. Folge^ 
mceinU of a supposed holy son, and some curiosity neces- 
■■rily exists in relation to this subject. In the Anonymous 
and distorted notice of these transactions, it was stated that 
Aiis expected son being a daughter, convinced Mrs. Folger 
of her error ; instead of which, the child was not born when 
<he parties separated in bad feeling, as we related in the* 
IbjM chapter. 

We have noticed the altered manners of Mrs. B. Folger 
towards Matthias. His jealousy and distrust of her, ap- 
parently estranged her affections from him; but no sudden 
discovery took place, which altered her views. It was evi- 
dent that long before this, the divine and sublime character 
of Matthias had been differently estimated in the kingdom, 
especially by Mrs. B. Folger. Notwithstanding Matthias 
was illiterate, a bad and coarse speaker, apparently mad« 
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▼ain in his person and apparel, an enthusiast, with much 
cunning ; yet when dressed, he was of genteel demeanour, 
he had read much, and mingled much philosophy with his 
religion and madness ; and philosophy prevailed towards 
the Tatter days. He preached happiness on earth, not in the 
sky, as the Scripture doctrine ; and some of his measures 
were calculat(»d to effect that end. Religious worship, 
prayers, and singing, were nearly extinct in the kingdom, 
while his maxims, referring chiefly to this life, were firmly 
established ; and his followers in the kingdom, including' 
Mrs. Folger, continued attached to him, less from his spiritual, 
than his mundane qualities. He was extremely cleanly, 
and a lover of order ; and with his authority, the whole 
house partook of these qualities. He was temperate^ with- 
out being abstemious, except in wine and spirits, of which 
he took none. We have no evidence of his being inconstant 
to Mrs. Folger ; and his wife considered him a chaste man, 
while she knew him ; she does not believe that he formed 
any connexion with any other female, while living with her 
in a state of matrimony. And he informed us, that he had 
no matrimonial union with his wife, since he first declared 
himself a Jew, and allowed his beard to grow. His wife 
then declared that she would not have a Jew ; and this 
5>nned part of his excuse to us for his union with Mrs. Fol- 
ger. We know too, that when he returned to Albany after 
the breaking up of the kingdom, that he did not sleep in his 
wife's house, although he gave her a large sum of money, 
and the care of nearly the whole for a short time. His 
maxims and interpretations of Scripture were peculiar and 
original; at least to the party forming the kingdom, and as 
they were firmly believed in, his disciples, we believe, rather 
gave him credit for great wisdom and penetration, than for 
any divine character. Indeed we have now in our posses- 
sion, a letter written by Mr. B. Folger to one of his relatives, 
in which he expresses himself as unhinged in his religious 
opinions, towards the close of the kingdom, and without ex- 
pressing a belief in Matthias. There was then, as we be* 
ueve, no sudden disbelief of Matthias. He had gradually 
aaiumed another character, without any formal resignation 
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of his former. He was fond of his fine garments and long 
i)eard for their own sakes, and Mrs. B. ^olger was fond of 
him for his personal qualities. But when she hecaroe the 
object of his resentment, her love foi: a moment appeared* 
to turn to hatred. Before ever Matthias left the house, 
something of this feeling was shown, but immediately on 
his departure, it assumed a most baneful course. Ii we 
look. for any deliberate plan or design running in connected 
links through the whole period of the kingdom, on the part 
of any one of the members, we shall perhaps be disappointed ; 
we believe that not one of them was capable of such con- 
sistency, unless it were Mr. Pierson in his better days ; thi» 
rest, including Matthias, evidently were inconsistent, and 
changed their mind from time to time ; and that, too, in some 
«lLses most foolishly. Thus we have already related that 
Mr. B. Folffer gave Matthias $500 in gold and silver, on the 
eve of his aeparture, when both he and his wife expressed 
an unfriendly feeling. This, too, was deliberately done, 
and Catherine and Isabella were called as w^itnesses; Isabella, 
too, was paid $25. Now this calling of witnesses seems to 
suppose a deliberate act, and a wish to prevent mistakes. 
This gift of money was, too, accompanied with some curious 
advice, as we before related. Matthias was advised to let 
Isabella take charge of the gold, assuming that she and 
Matthias would travel together ; and Matthias was further 
advised, when he arrived at the end of his destination, to 
put the money in a bedpost. At the same time, Mr. and 
Mrs. Folger were very particular in inquiring where Mat- 
thias and Isabella were going, and when, and by what con- 
veyances. But at this time, neither of these persons could 
tell, for they had made no definite arrangements ; while 
Catherine secretly advised Isabella not to go with Matthias, 
and to get back her money, for that Matthias would be taken 
up. Isabella had then confidence in Matthias, and knew 
of no reason why he should be taken up ; she therefone 
treated this advice with contempt. Matthias and Isabella 
left Mr, Folger's house in Third street, on Thursday, 19th 
of September, 1834, separately ; without stating where they 
were going. Matthias, however, told Isabella she might 



108 RARRATITK OF IS;lBELLA. 

hear of him at Mr. Durando's, corner of Chamber aad 
Chatham streets, and Mr. Folger engaged to take Matthiaf' 
sons to Albany. Isabella, on calling on Mr. Durando, onlj 
learned that Matthias had led the city, without leaving any 
directions. She then determined upon going immediately 
to Albany, as she had promised Matthias that she would b# 
there on Saturday, when his children were expected, and 
explain the circumstances to his wife. For this purpose she 
returned to Third street house, to take her luggage, but do* 
clined stating where she was going. Mrs. Folger, how- 
ever, and Catherine, kissed her, and wished her good-bj i 
they were, too, making bedticks, as she supposed, for tKf 
country ; and at that time no unfriendly feeliogs were msxd^ 
fested either towards her or Matthias ; nor was either she 
or Catherine ill from the effects of any coffee, taken the day 
previous, as in Mr. Stone's account ; besides, Mrs. Polger 
went out the same day a house hunting ; and no poisoned 
coffee prevented this, or her kissing Isabella, as just related. 
Isabella, after calling on Mr. John Dumont on her jour- 
ney, reached Albany by the Nimrod on Saturday, and found, 
with some surprise, that Matthias had preceded ner, and was 
sitting in his wife's house. It appears, he had then giren 
his wife the money to take care o( and had told her, that 
*' the kingdom must retire into the wilderness for a time.'^ 
Matthias went out soon after Isabella arrived, and the boji 
presently came in, not brought by Mr. Folger, but sent by 
him in a towboat. Scarcely had the boys arrived, when 
one of them (John) exclaimed to his mother, " Mother, Mr. 
B. Folger has got a police officer -after father, for stealing 
and robbing things ;" the other boy confirmed this, and on 
the re-entry of Matthias, these statements were made to him, 
and he was interrogated by his wife, to whom he explained 
all the circumstances, and took no precaution to escape, 
Isabella not understanding the subject, returned on Mon(k j 
to Mr. J. Dumont, near H^de Park, with whom she form- 
erly lived, perhaps for advice. On Tuesday, Matthias was 
taken by two police-officers. Smith and another; and Isck 
beJla hearing of it, when the boat arrived, returned to Al- 
bany to make inquiry. And of BIrs. Matthias she tkett 
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asked the previous character of Matthias, and finding him 
honest, she persuaded his wife to come to Ne\T York, where 
thev itiight together assist him. It appears that Mrs. B. 
Folger had advised the employment of (as she said) Old 
Hays, who she said would do his duty m this afiair, but 
that Mr. B. Folger had objected, because Mr. Hays knew 
Matthias ^ and this apparently strange reason induced them 
to employ two officers comparatively unskilful. Nor can 
this strange transaction be explained, except by connecting 
it with some others. There was, about that time, diligent 
inquiry concerning Mr. Pierson's property, a small sum 
being only recovered ; suspicion had been excited, and the 
body of Mr. Pierson had been disinterred a few weeks after 
his death, and the unlearned surgeons employed on that oc- 
casion, tended rather to increase, than allay suspicions. 
The key of the bureau had been lost, and the accounts not 
found; but the bureau opened. Mr. Folger, as residing 
with Mr. Pierson, and as being intimately engaged with 
him in money transactions, and keeping his accounts, as 
Matthias informed us, was necessarily mixed up with these 
afiairs and suspicions. Now, whether designed or not, there 
certainly was the appearance of making Matthias and Isa- 
bella the scapegoats in these transactions. It may not have 
been so ; but it does look, as if Matthias and Isabella being 
sent info the wilderness, were made to bear the suspicions 
with them then existinsf: for there was no sfround whatever' 
for charging Matthias with stealing. Nor was Mr. Folger 
duped out of the $500 ; it was a deliberate act, after he had 
ceased to be a believer in his divine character; and having 
made the charge, he nei^er supported it. While rejecting 
Hays because he knew Matthias, seems as if he did not 
wish Matthias to be taken ; nor can we conceive that he 
did, as he had committed no legal offence ; indeed, he and 
Mrs. Folger had.no thought of his being taken, supposing 
Matthias and Isabella had gone South. No sooner, how- 
ever, was Matthias taken, and a trial almost certain, when 
the charge must be sustained, than Mr. B. Folger circulated 
the poison story, and declared that Isabella, in conjunction 
with Matthias, had attempted to poison his family ; and thw 
10 
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seems to have been an after thought, to injure the character 
of Isabella, as Mr. Western stated in court, to affect the tes^ 
timony she was expected to give in &vour of Matthias. For 
when Mrs Folger and Catherine kissed her, and spoke 
kindly the day after the cofiee was drank, and when they 
were in good health, and Mrs. Folger was house-hunting ; 
it is evident no thought of poison was entertained. And the 
groundlessness of this charge has since been determined by 
a conviction of Mr. B. Folger for slander, and damages of 
4)125 'paid to Isabella: and in this case, too, no defence 
was offered, as if there was even no ground for such a sus- 
picion. Whatever may have been the design of Mr. Fol- 
der in these measures, they produced a new chain of cir- 
cumstances, and led to events which he had not calculated. 
Matthias was now in custody, under a charge of stealing 
or swindling, with a report, circulated by Mr. Folger, that 
. he and Isabella had poisoned hjs family. The consequence 
of these charges was, that the body of Mr. Pierson was 
•again disinterred, and again examined by medical men ; 
-some of whom were not much more learned than the form- 
•er, if we can judge by their testimony in court, where they 
excited nuich laughter, by their assumptions and ignorance. 
In the mean time Matthias was brought up for examina- 
tion ; and he showed, cl^ar enough, that the money had 
l)een giten to him ; and shortly after Mr. B. Folger pub- 
licly, admitted this fact^ But the presumption was, that he 
^ had been duped ; and public feeling, including those of the 

• magistrates, regarded all the villany on the part of Mat- 

* thias ; and he was committed for triaX for obtaining money 
under false pretences. 

In the mean lime Isabella went to Morristown, to Mr. 
Pierson's friends, to justify herself; but was received with 
suspicion : she went to her former friends, but was met, in 
•every direction, with the charge of poisoning Mr. Folger's 
family : yet no attempt was made to take her into custody, 
«or did she seek to escape. She took, too, the very wise 
precaution of getting written characters from all her former 
employers, which we published in our first number : she 
cassisted also Matthias, necessarily, in vindicating herself 
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A Mir. Hall hftd been employed by Matthias' wife ; bat 
be Oeing absent when wanted at the trial, Mr. Western ac- 
cidentally undertook the defence of Matthias : and after n 
powerful appeal, by him, in support of the claims of Mat- 
thias to have a fair trial, his trial was adjourned. 

A friend of Matthias' wife, a Mr. •Robinson, then sought 
a lawyer, to undertake his case; and as Isabella was nece*- 
sairily chief witness, he took her with him to Mr. Wilson^ 
who spoke of Matthias as a beast : and as this mode of speak- 
ing of him did not suggest the chance of an able lawyer in 
his favour, Isabella advised trying some other. Mr. Rob- 
inson then took her to Mr. Western, and that gentlemaji 
patiently heard her whole story : and when she mentioned 
having called on Mr. Wilson, he very liberally declared his 
wish that she should call on him again, offering to assist 
Mr. Wilson, if he requested it, or become second counsel. . 
She did call again on Mr. Wilson, and told him of her hav- 
ing seen Mr. Western. Wilson acted with less liberality ; 
4nd peevishly asked, " Why did you go to Western ?" and 
added, soothingly, " I am going to act like a Christian.'' 

Now it so happens, that the name of Christian had beerv 
associated with every act of violence towards Isabella and 
Matthias. Matthias called himself a Jew ; stating that Je- 
sus was a Jew, and came to show men how to become the 
sons of God. He denounced several real corruptions in^* 
the doctrines and practices of the common church, and ad- 
vanced new and peculiar doctrines of his own, assuming an 
independent interpretation of Scripture. Those who re- 
ceived these doctrines formed "the kingdom," the rest were 
called " devils.'' Those who had violfntlv sent Mr. Mills 
to the Lunatic Asylum, and who hired brutal men in New 
York to cut off* Matthias' beard, did it in the nameofChris^ 
tianity. And Mr. Mills, the brother of the friend of Mat- 
thias, struck Isabella a violent blow on the neck, the swell- 
ing of which even now troubles her : and this was done in 
the name of the Lord ! while some of the most distinguished 
clergy and Christians assisted on that occasion, Matthias^ 
however, held that he had the truth, and aU others w^ie 
called devils; and of these, in his estimation, the CHiti§- 
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tians (confounding all) were the worst part : and while he 
distinguished his party as Jews, the others were called em- 
phatically Christian Devils, by way of contempt ; associa- 
ting always the idea of the violence done him and his party 
in the name of Christ. When, therefore, Mr. Wilson told 
Isabella, that "he was going to act like a Christian," she 
received it with the prejudice she had imbibed from some 
late act?, and from the instruction she had lately been under. 
Besides, about this time, she suffered an act of gross injus- 
tice from Mr. Latourette, fur-merchant, in Pearl-street and 
the Bowery, and a very prominent Christian : for when ap- 
plied to for a character, during the time he knew her, in 
common with others she had served, he refused it ; al- 
though he admitted to 7/5, afterward, that she was exem- 
plary — a child of God, and eminently gifted and favoured 
ty God, (she used to preach at camp meetings;) and in- 
deed gave her the very best character for morals, truth, in- 
dustry, and intelligence. Instead of giving her this cha- 
racter, in reference to her former conduct, when it would 
hare been of use to her, l;i]K)uring under Folgers charge 
of poisoning; he preached to her about leaving his church,, 
which he seemed to consider backsliding : yet she asked 
for nothing that she had not a perfect right to — she wanted 
no favour-:— she did not nsk him to presume her present 
goodness; but she siinply nsked a character, while in con- 
nexion with hi.s church, and occasionally in his service 
and house. Isabella, then, not liking the oder of Mr. Wil- 
son, returned to Mr. Western, to confirm her testimony be- 
fore given ; and he undertook the defence of Matthias, and 
advised also the prosecution of Mr. B. Folger for slander,. 
as the only means to establish her character, and make her 
an effective witness. 

On this suit being commenced, it is remarkable that Mr. 
B. Folger went immediately to the parties through whom 
he had circulated the slander, and contradicted his own 
statements, offering to give Isabella the very best character. 
This came out in Mr. Whiting's evidence, in the case of the 
Ute slander suit. We have seen also a letter from Mr. 
Folger to Mr. Whiting; in which he admits the &lseness of 
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the charge, but foolishly puts it off on Catherine's shouK 
ders. Indeed, Mr. Folger appears incapable of excusing- 
himself, without accusing some other person ; and this 
weakness is a prominent feature of his character, and ax- 
plains many foolish circumstances. 

Matthias, at this time, lay in Bellevue ; and while here, ' 
a singular scene occurred. Some friends of Mrs. Matthias 
had advised her to seek a divorce ; and in order to do this^ 
to obtain some money from Matthias, or an order to get it j. 
for the remains of the 8509 had been lodged in a bank. Mr^ 
B. Foiger became acquainted with this movement ; perhaps 
Mrs. Matthias had mentioned it to him, for the purpose of 
exacting a composition. She was a silly woman, irequently 
changed her plans, and apparently acted without much prin« 
ciple; for we know that she once contemplated offering to 
procure the return of her daughter to Mr. B. Foiger for a; 
sum of money, expecting to be able to induce her daugh- 
ter's present husband (whose principles and moral standard 
are not highly estimated) to go to England. She then had, 
perhaps, let him know her intention ; at least he did know 
it, ana contrived to accompany her and her friends to the 
prison, at the very time when she w*ent to seek from Mat- 
thias the means of obtaining a divorce, (an order for money) 
or a part of the $500, which he received as a gift from Mr. 
Foiger. As her friends, especially a Mr. Robinson, wish- 
ed to shake off Mr. Foiger from the company, at one time 
a complete chase took place, on the way to the prison. Mr^ 
Foiger, however, contrived to go in with the party ; and 
when in the presence of Matthias, darted before the rest,, 
seized Matthias by the hand, and called him Father, and 
begged instantly for a private audience, when he and Mat- 
thias retired into the cell. On the exit of Mr. Foiger, Mrs. 
Matthias entered, and then learned that Matthias knew her 
purpose ; and smiling at her simplicity, lie declined giving 
her an order for money for such a purpose. Mrs. Matthias 
gave us this anecdote. 

After a short time Matthias was again brought up for 
trial, in the criminal court. New York ; when no one ap- 
peared against him. and Mr. Western abl/ pleaded for huk. 
10* 
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discharge. But in the mean time, in consequence of this 
charge, and that of poisoning, against Matthias, originating 
only in the criminal weakneiss of Mr. Folger, Pierson was 
again disinterred, under all the excitement of strong preju- 
dice ; and though no definite signs of poison appeared in 
his stomach or bowels, some unknown appearances, and an 
unknown substance found in the stomach, was sufficient 
cause, in conjunction with the reports and charges raised 
by Mr. Folger, to find a bill of indictment against Matthias; 
and he was demanded of the authorities of New York, on 
the capital charge of murder, and delivered over to take 
his trial. 

The trial was appointed at Bedford, West Chester, on 
the 25th of November, 1834, land the panies went down; 
but at this time it was put off by the sickness of the Judge. 
It was then appointed to come on at White Plains, and 
several of the witnesses were examined by the Grand Jury. 
On the part of the prosecution were Dr. Conder, Mr. Burn- 
ham, and a Mrs. Millspaw, who had formerly lived sus house- 
keeper to Mr. B. Folger, before the kingdom was set up 
This woman gave one testimony, in regard to Mr. and Mrs. 
Folger, on this occasion, but a very different one to some 
of our friends. We have not sought her evidence, or an 
interview with her, because she knew but little about the 
kingdom, and is least respected where best known, espe- 
cially in the Greenwich Baptist church, to which she did 
belong : and though she has confirmed some of our state- 
ments, which she did know, we did not think her evidence 
would add to the credibility or respectability of the narra- 
tive. On this occasion, Isabella also was examined before 
the Grand Jury ; but no trial took place, froni the absence 
of Mrs. B. Folger and Catherine, two witnesses who were 
deemed essential. In the interval, it appears, the holy child 
had been born, with all the pains and circumstances which 
usually accompany an ordinary birth ; and just at this time 
both the child (a female) and the mother were extremely 
ill with the small-pox. (This child was alive and well a 
few weeks since, and out at nurse ) Mr. Western, as coun- 
Bcl for Matlhiaj?, declared bimsolf roady, and showed the 
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kijury that would be sustained by his client if the trial was 
not proceeded in. The trial was, however, again put off; 
and, for the sake of justice, it was well it was, for a circum- 
stance arose from this delay that much served to confirm, if 
not to develop, facts. 

Mrs. B. Folger, who had taken again her husband to her 
favour and bed, had become a little jealous of Catherine, to 
whom he had formally been united several times. This 
jealousy was sho\\rn within a few weeks after the breaking 
op of the kingdom, and did not diminish ; while the re- 
newed acquaintance with Mrs. iMillspaw, and the supposed 
services she had rendered Mrs. Folger, induced that lady to 
dispense with the services of Catherine, and she and her 
children became in want. In these circumstances she ap- 
plied to Isabella; and in conversation told her all that took 
place in the family (no longer kingdom) "after the departure 
of Matthias; and mentioned the contrivance to take, or to 
pretend to take Matthias, in relation to the inquiries about 
Mr. Pierson's property ; and mentioned the return visit of 
Mr. Latourette to Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger. (these persons 
had previously been to him to confess and repent, as before 
related,) and showed that Mr. Latourette exhorted them to 
come back to the Lord ; and Catherine then made some 
very sarcastic remarks on the ability of Mrs. B. Folger to 
cover over what fault she wished, and ingeniously to im- 
plicate others ; observing, " You know how she can smooth 
it so." This occurred just after Christmas, 1834. 

Isabella, who at this time had obtained the confidence of 
some of her former friends, by her direct and open conduct, 
in relation to the charg-es brought against her, was now in 
a comfortable situation with Mrs. Whiting, Canal-street, 
with whom she had formerly lived : she had indeed very 
little money, but this little she divided with Catherine, 
whose children vvere then in want ; and, with admirable 
tact, took her to Mr. Western, the lawyer : here Catherine 
confirmed the whole of Isabella's story. Mr. Western saw 
her twice after this, once in the presence of Isabella and 
once alone; when she confirmed her former statements, 
even in relation to herself and Mr. B. Folger. Mr. Wes- 
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tem indeed had told her, that in case she remained faithful, 
and told nothing but the truth, he would not expose her, if 
possible ; but she did not keep her part of the bargain. Mr. 
western, however, has assured us, that he is satisfied of 
the truth of Isabella's narrative, and she only confirmed it. 
On this occasion, too, Catherine infonned Isabella, that 
" all this blessed winter Mrs. B. Folger has been writing 
against you and Matthias :" she added, that " she will over- 
come you, and Matthias will be hung; and all the Chris- 
tians nave been helping her." Now, of course, Catherine 
did not mean the great body of the respectable community 
under that name, but only a few, like Mr. Stone and the 
Rev. Mr. Somers, an amiable sort of man, who might wish 
to restore them to the church and their ancient faith, as Mr. 
Latourette did ; and Mr. Stone and the Rev. Mr, Somers 
might see the propriety of covering up the iniquities of the 
kingdom, although such a design is rarely effected by a 
publication. 

When Isabella was thus informed, that a formidable book 
was coming out against her and Matthias, by Mrs. Folger, 
aided by all the Christians, she exclaimed, with much en- 
ergy, (for she is really very energetic and not very tiniid,) 
" I have got the truth, and I know it, and I will crush them 
with the truth.^^ We have no doubt that Isabella was very 
angry on this occasion, and perhaps expressed some bitter 
wishes under such feelings ; but Mr. Stone has published 
rather a perversion of the above expression, by leaving out 
the little word truth : so that it stands like an unprovoked, 
vindictive expression, and desire to crush her opponents by 
any means. It is, however, not to gratify any vindictjve 
feelings that we defend her ; we know nothing of Mr. and 
Mrs. Folger and Mr. Stone, but what they have broug"ht 
forward by their very injudicious book. We have defenaed 
' Isabella, because we know she has the truth : we have 
never detected her in a single exaggeration, nor has Mr. 
Western ; and we think the follies of the kingdom ought 
to be exposed, as arising out of fanaticism, or originating in 
the dictates of feelings supposed to be ditine, and whkh 
really operate extensively. 
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The aecouDt gfiren by Mr. Stone of this conversaiioa is* 
from the narrative of Mrs. Folger, page 221 ; and charges 
Isabella of boasting to Catherine, of telling lies; and con- 
cludes by saying, that " she would crush Mrs. Folger." — 
Of course the account is taken from Catherine, for nobody 
else knew of this discourse. We have also given the above 
remarks on her authority, but we give them no more credit 
than what appears natural and reasonable : from what fol- 
lows, and other circumstances, she is not to be depended 
on, and therefore we have not sought het- out, for the sake 
of any independent information, though, as confirming the 
statements of Isabelhi to Mr. Western, her evidence was of 
importance, especially a.s she could not tell what ic.«beiia 
had previously saiil to liiat lavvyer; for Isabella'^ testi- 
mony would take up .severa] hours, and, as not residing or 
writing, she would take no notes of what she had said. — 
Catherine's confirmation of all the important facts in Isa- 
bella's narrative, in the possession of Mr. Western, is then 
important while evidence, which the public so much seek 
after: and yet, had Catherine told us this narrative, un- 
supported by other testimon}', we would not have published 
jl, for she wants both firmness and sincerity : bnt whrn she 
related what she had seen and heard, to Mr. Western, and 
g^re the same narrative which Isabella bad done, she could 
not have invented it, for the reason before givt'ii. Her tes- 
timony, we think, is good for nothing, but as confirming" 
Isabella's, and as far as consistent with the nature of things; 
for Catherine returned, after some lime, to Isabella, (still at 
Mrs. Whiting's,) and regretted that she had been to Mr. 
Western ; she observed, *' I am sorry I said to Western 
that I had Ben." The fact is, she had become again on 
friendly terms with Mrs. B. Folger. 

The trial was again coming on. Mr. and Mrs. Folger 
did not know that Catherine had given her evidence to Mr. 
Western, and perhaps they will receive the first intimation 
of it in this book. Mrs. Folger was expected to give her 
eridence, and Catherine was perhaps tampered with to sup- 
port that evidence. This, however, is only a conclusion 
from the &ct8 of her r^et, just expressed, and of her actu« 
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ally supporting Mrs. B. Folger's evidence at the trial ; but 
tftore especially from the fact, that Mr. B. Folger frequaitly 
sent for Isabella before the trial, and was extremely anxious 
to suppress her information. We have now a letter in our 
possession, from Mr. Folger, sent to Mr. Whiting, with' 
whom Isabella then lived, expressing a strong wish to see 
her, and ask about some few things. Mr. B. Folger also 
informed Mr. Whiting, that " the public began to believe 
what Isabella said." Catherine, too, told Isabella, that Mr. 
and Mrs. Folger wanted Isabella to join them against Mat- 
thias : Isabella, however, prudently resolved not to see either 
of thetn. Catherine had less firmness; and had the defence 
of Matthias been gone into, she must have been confronted 
with her own evidence; yet she probably only suffered 
herself to be persuaded. 

The trial at length took place at White Plains, on the 
17th of April, 1835, before Judge Ruggles and others; 
when Mrs. B. Folger and Catherine appeared arm in arm. 
The detail has been already given in the daily journals; 
but as we think the facts here related will become a matter 
of importance, from their peculiar character, we shall give 
a few particulars. 

Matthias, in the very commencement of the trial, while 
the clerk was calling the jury, rose, in spite of the remon- 
strance of the judge, and addressed the court in the follow- 
ing language ; which is characteristic of the man and his 
style, and therefore we give it, as a good illustration of both. 
In reply to the judge's reproof, Matthias exclaimed, — " I 
speak in reference to the proceedings of the grand jury — 
that is a secret institution — and I here proclaim, that all 
secret societies are dissolved — are dissolved — dissolved — 
and were hve years ago ! They were a curse ! they have 
the curse of Almighty God upon them, and were dissolved 
five years ago ! I say, they are dissolved !" This was 
uttered with great violence, and Matthias has a powerful 
voice. The court was utterly astonished at this proceeding} 
and thinking it might proceed from insanity, decided upon 
^45idlifig ah official iniquest : and after a proper exatnmatioii 
otifd^etal medical men and others, the jury returned anrd^ 
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dipt, that " Robert Matthews, otherwise called Matthias, was 

!iot insane." lie was then held responsible for interrupt- 
ng the court, and awarded thirty days' imprisonment; and 
his trial for the murder of Mr. Pierson proceeded, on Friday 
the 18th of April, 1835, The district attorney, Mr. W. 
Nelson, assisted by Mr. H. R. Storrs, of New York, and 
by Mr. Voris, of Sing-Sing, acted for the prosecution. Mr. 
M. Western, assisted by Mr. N. Hall, of New York, and 
Mr. Mitchel, of White Plains, defended Matthias. 

In support of the prosecution, Jesse Bishop, a neighbour, 
at Sing-Sing, proved the control of Matthias in the estab- 
lishment; and gave an acknowledged fair statement. 

Moses Cherry, a sexton, at Morristown, proved the ex- 
|iumation of Mr. Pierson ten days after his burial, and also 
five or six weeks before the trial. Dr. Condit had carried 
away the stomach, and found something white in it, in 
quantity about eight or ten grains. He sent th« contents 
of the stomach to Dr. Tor ry, of New York, to be exajoqined. 
On March 2 1st, 1835, the body was again disinterred, and 
then the gullet (oesophagus) and intestines were carried 
^way. How they looked was technically described, and 
an inference also drawn, that the various appearances were 
tlie. effect of some poison. The examinations were made in 
the presence of Doctors Canfield, Johns, and the two Con- 
dits. Mr. Stone says. Dr. Condit is reported to have said, 
that they were unanimously of opinion, that the death of 
Mr. Pierson was not the result of natural causes. The two 
Doctor Condits only were examined ; and their evidence 
afforded Mr. Western a fine display, in his able cross-ex- 
amination ; in which he very clearly showed the absurdity 
of learned physicians resolving that a body had been poi- 
soned, without stating by what, and how ; and stating that 
the death was unnatural, without showing in what. 

The district attorney then admitted the evidence of Dr. 
Torry, to whom the stomach was sent, without examining 
him : his evidence showed that he had examined the stom- 
ach, and had discovered no poison. 

Mrs. B. Folger gave the history of Matthias, and of the 
death of Mr. Pierson ; and showed that Matthias, like some 
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of the European clergy, claimed the best of the ptopetty, 
as first-fruits, and governed in the house: she mentioDed 
also the blackberry story, already considered. Caihenne 
also went through the doctrines and practices of Matthias, 
in support of what Mrs. Folger had stated ; and the distriet 
attorney brought proofs that the property at Mount ZIqd 
had been made over to Matthias. 

On the close of the evidence in support of the proseea- 
tion, Mr. Western moved the discharge of the prisoner^ 
without going into the defence, upon the ground that nc 
evidence had been produced to convict him; and in thi« 
the court acquiesced, and instructed the jury, "that tjbere 
was no evidence showing that the death of Mr. Pieirson 
had been produced by poison, or culpable neglect, or iB 
treatment, and consequently advised an acquittal.'' The 
jury thereupon immediately returned a verdict of acquittal 
Thus no defence was gone into, and the circumstances of 
the kingdom not exposed. Isabella was grievously disap-. 
pointed in not giving her unsophisticated narrative in the 
court. 

The decision of the court was evidently influenced by 
the nature of this evidence, of which they had a knowledge^ 
and sought to suppress it, and the firmness of Mr. Western. 
One of the jury has since informed us, that he wished to 
find Matthias guilty. The court was evidently prejudiced 
against him, and the public feeling also. There was, too, 
a strong sympathy for Mr. and Mrs. Folger, who were r^ 
garded as unfortunate dupes. From these feelings on the 
part of the court, jury, and the people, and the general im- 
pression that Matthias had the property of Mr. Pierson, had 
he had a less able counsel, or could Isabella have been de- 
terred from giving the truth, if wanted, Matthias might 
have been condemned. Mr. Western, expecting the resuk 
which took place, from an understanding between him, tb« 
court, and the district attorney, abstained, too, from draw- 
ing the facts of the narrative from Mrs. B. Folger or Cath- - 
erine, in cross-examination : and yet, lawyer-like, he and 
the judere to^^rther, did enough to satisfy us of the leadii^ 
feet, and tiiat they knew the connexion of Matthia6 witk 
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Mrs. B. Pblger ; for from this trial we drew that conclu- 
sion, and published it. 

The vindictive character of the court, the spirit of the 
people, and that of the district attorney, suggested the trial 
of Matthias, immediately on the close of the former trial, 
for an assault on his daughter, before referred to, and ^- 
knowledged to be meTeiy fatherly chastisement, and not 
given in anger ; but she was then a married woman, and 
his conduct was neither proper nor legal : it was, however, 
not a subject for prosecution, especially as the daughter did 
not desire any such revenge: as a proof of which Mr. Wes- 
tern read the following note in court from her: — 

" I hereby acknowledge that I have received full and 
" ample satisfaction for the assault and battery in this case, 
•* for which the defendant is indicted; and I respectfully pray 
" the court to enter a nolle prosequi therein accordingly. 

" Isabella Laisdell. 

" White Plains, April iSth, 1835." 

The court, however, vindictively resolved upon punish- 
ing Matthias, and therefore proceeded with this trial. The 
assault was proved, and Matthias convicied, under such an 
excitement ; and a court of law was thus disgraced by turn- 
ing out of its ordinary course to punish a man, whom they 
had tried in vain to convict of a capital crime. 

Matthias made rather an afTocting appeal to the court 
upon this conviction, which he properly styled a persecu- 
tion ; but the court sentenced him to three months' injpris- 
onment, besides the thirty days for contempt of court. 

We do not mean to say that Matthias might not have- 
deserved this quantity, or any other quantity of punishment, 
and we know, too, that there are a great many pretenders 
to the knowledge of the will of God, who deceive the people 
and deserve the lash ; but we must deprecate the adminis- 
tration of the laws under the influence of passion, for then 
it ceases to be the administration of justice. 

Matthias went to prison, and Mr. Stone published his 
book during his imprisonment. When he came out of 
prison he called on us, being informed that we were writing 

U 
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on the subject, and he confirmed the chief points in the nar- 
rativa Thus we get this narrative confirmed by the lead- 
ing members of the kingdom — forming a perfect white 
evidence. 

Matthias has since gone West ; and is, we believe, now 
ivandering about the country, preaching, and living on the 
hospitality of his hearers ; his temperate habits enabling 
iiim to live on a little when fortune frowns. . 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Folger are living comfortably together 
in a handsome house at Sing-Sing. Mr. Mills is married, 
Jives in great style, and is no longer a desponding Chris- 
tian : his connexion with Mr. Pierson and Matthias has 
decidedly benefited him. Isabella is getting an honest 
living by work, and respected, for her services and integ- 
rity, by her former employers. Mr. Stone is repenting hia 
kte publication.* 



* Mr. Scone scarcely named, or raUier alluded to, a person in his work, thai 
he did not helic, and consequently libel ; except those in conjunction with whom 
he wrote the book, and whose faults the book wais intended to cover. Mr. La- 
iourettc, fur-uierchant, in Pearl-street and tho Bowery, complains, that he is 
alluded to in Mr. ^tone's book, pages 316 and :U7. and that on one page five fidae- 
-boods are recorded : those we have promi:;ii!d ro notice, on his account. Mr. Latov- 
rette, then, denies — " that he was intimate v. ith .Mr. I^ierson— that he anointed Mrs. 
V Pi<Mr«:on— that he was sent for on that occusKm— ihr.f lie ever practised anointing — 
-that li€ encouraged the delusion of the r»\snrv'."r lion— that a convalescent disci- 
ple of his barked like a dog." He admits that some of his disciples dug for C^>L 
Kiij's money, but maintaini^, (correctly,) that this was common to omcrs. He 
admits the trance of the coloured woman, not for three days, but for«tx, which 
he says he cast prove. Mr. Stone admits tho sincerity of Mr. Latourette, and 
ennsequeutly his incapability of deliberate lying. When this gentleman, how- 
cver,.ociued Isabella a character, durijig the time he knew her, he did it, w« 
stippwse, from an error in judgment ; but one which ought to be reprobated, wm 
*he proper means ef correcting such mischievous errors. 

"'We promised to notice the numerous falsehoods stated in Afr. Stone's book 

«a relation to the Mrs. ** *, rendered so conspicuous in that work ; and that lady 

put into our hands a manuscript reply, with the means of testing the truth of the 

subject, from which reply we have taken notes. In relation to this, we have 

already proved, in the first part, a moat atrocious falsehood, involving a most itk- 

Anxious chnrge, and which charge reverts to Mr. Stone's own friends. As w« 

cannot again introduce this lady without involving Mrs. Stone, and as we have 

•now reason to believe both ladies would rather avoid the notoriety of further 

public attractions, we shall decline a continued exhibition of Mr. Stone's erron; 

'■ with the position, that he who could state an infamous falsehood, of great nuigni« 

tude, could not be believed in the various minor points, allusions, anareferenoai^ 

- which run through the book ; especially as we have shown, or rather, mi Hr. 

Stoae himself has shown, a personal feeling, or sensitiveness, between hi* lo^ 

;4nid the Mrs. ***. 






CONCLUSION. 



•* Had he been in the same atmosphere " said a medicai;,' « 
man to us, in relation to a pious person. " he would hare 
been one of the party;" the same remark applies to thou- 
sands, and in reference to other countries, and to past and 
future years, under every religionr.and every form of Fe- 
ligion, the remark may be applied to millions ; for in every 
domraunity there is a class prepared to run such a coursiv 
if circumstances conduce ; and we are all, more or >ess, the 
beings of circumstances. 

We have shown that Matthias did not contemplate tlie 
seduction of Mrs. B. Folger, till tempted to this act ; aad 
we think there are very few men who would have resisted 
such an application : we Subscribe to the position of Loxd 
Byron, that " there are^ great many Potipher's wives, and 
but few Josephs." Matthias too, we think mad, from lie- 
appearance of the eye, and extravagance of conduct, wheit. 
no interested design was apparent ; we think him too, origi- 
nally sincere in his piety and principles; but we thislb 
also, that he is cunning, and, in the progress of his career^ 
that his sincerity declined, and his design amplified ; yet 
the position which he takes is so near that which mftiiy 
clergymen take, that the District Attorney at once admitted 
that he could not disprove it. however ridiculous it Musto^ 
admit that he had a Divine Revelation, and could best in- 
terpret the Scriptures : besides, Mr. Pierson took precisely 
the same ground. 

Mrs. B. Folger is no doubt a woman of a very 
constitution, and if this was not exhibited in youth, the: 
straints of education, and a religious brinfi^ing up, and * 
religious connexions, will explain it : we do not think < 
vtfiittttioQi Bvcnme} this,-' iadeod, jniay'eKihaiioe nnjnjiimlt 
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under favourable circumstances : when she received Mat- 
thias into her house, as a person possessing divine favour, 
with new doctrines and new interpretations of Scripture^ 
she was placed in peculiar circumstances; the afiection 
generally shown by women towards their religious teachers, 
betrays their weakness, — and we believe there is not a 
popular clergyman but could triumph over a number of 
his devotees, could he be base enough to apply the arts of 
seduction. Mrs. Folger, warm in constitution, absent from 
her husband, and present with Matthias, who, from his 
character, enjoyed every opportunity, was daily approach- 
ing an important crisis : her previous opinions about 
matched spirits, and his previous opinions about marriages, 
would easily mislead a weak woman, under the influence 
of strong passions. We are not then surprised, that in the 
absence of Mr. Folger, that Mrs. Folger should think, 
dream, and have visions about Matthias ; other females, 
similarly constituted and situated, would have done so too: 
and it was unfortunate that her religious belief admitted of 
communicating these thoughts and feelings to Matthias, as 
emanating from divinity. We think it possible that these 
feelings, natural in such circumstances, should be mistaken 
for divine communications, for even the Scripture will ad- 
mit of a similar interpretation in the cases of Sarah, Eli- 
zabeth, and Mary. That Mrs. Folger should have under- 
taken to induce her husband to give her up to Matthias, is, 
we believe, the most extraordinary circumstance in the 
narrative ; we do not pretend to explain it ; it is altogether 
out of character with a weak woman, and is rather a trait 
of ah extraordinary being, who bounds over ordinary rules 
^nd customs in society, and takes a peculiar stand, not ap- 
plicable to other mortals : yet this extraordinary character 
we cannot accord to Mrs. B. Folger, and, therefore, we 
must seek an explanation in the joint characters of Mr. 
and Mrs. Folger, Matthias, and Mr. Pierson, which in a 
wpnderful wa^ conduced to this most extraordinary &ct 
Her (sincere piet^ is not disputed previous to her acquaint- 
ftnce with Matthias ; and the probability is, that bLa waa 
aioaeittr and con&iiiuad §o with a giaauallj 
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aHoj. Her failiog was a love of distinction, without supe- 
rior abilities : superior piety, and the assumption of the 
character of Mother, was within the compass of ordinary- 
capacity ; just as a man who cannot be a poet, a statesman, 
an orator, or a philosopher, may excel m the knowledge 
of horses. 

Mr. B. Folger can best be explained by his deficiencies ; 
he is marked by his want of character ; Nature has givea 
him a handsome face, a good temper, a kind heart, and he 
has added a great suavity of manners, and extreme polite- 
ness : but here nature has left him, and art, or education, 
has not supplied the deficiencies — he is, more than any 
other of the party, the being of circumstances, without reso- 
lution or sound principles : and while yielding to influence 
efiecting an under- plot, cunning but simple. 

Mr. Pierson is a complete character ; a man of strong. 
mind, considerable information and experience of men and 
things ; extremely conscientious, and a firm believer in the 
Bible ; with strong passions, but under the control of rea- 
son when in health. He adopted the opinion that God 
would give him the true interpretation of Scripture, as an 
answer to prayer. His prayers were fervent ; and having 
faith, he received the various impressions on his mind as 
the will of God communicated to him. He discovered somt) 
errors in Christian practice, and this confirmed him in his 
belief that his impressions were from God, and true. In the 
rividness of his imagination, he thought that God spoke to 
him: but this was not peculiar to him. Isabella, when a 
mere girl, a slave, and totally ignorant, had the same im- 
pressions ; she used to talk to God, and supposed that God 
talked to her : thousands of people have the same impres- 
sions. The peculiarities of Mr. Pierson were not the freaks 
of a madman ; they were systematic, and arose from what 
' he thought to be the will of God, as revealed in Scripture, 
or' to him, in answer to prayer : and these opinions he would 
well defend, upon the acknowledged principles of answer 
to prayer, and the true interpretation of Scripture. If Mr 
Pierson was insane, there are thousands at this moment 
affected with the same kind of madness, if not to the same 
11* 
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degree \ these, in the circumstances of Mr. Pierson, wouJd 
<lo as he did. 

Isabella — hers is a peculiai ond marked character. Na- 
ture ha* furnished her, not with a beautiful, hui with a 
strong body nnd mind. Born a slave in this stale, and 
brought up in ignorance on a farm, her early religious im- 
pressioDS were extremely gross ; and her supposed commu- 
nicatboB with God, like those of Jacob, were a sort of bar- 
ijair. Ker ideas were of this class — " Now, God, if you 
will do so arid so, then 1 will devote myself and doings to 
your se.rvii^e." Her impressions ivere, that she was under 
God's care, and th.-,l he, by her exerlions, secured the free- 
dom of her son. and led her in all her vvays. As a Meth- 
odist, at a laier period, ber strong body and mind had room 
for exertion ; she out-prayed and preached her compeers, 
and received without doubting what was laughl. Her 
acqaaintance with Mr. Latourette, effected a very easy 
transitioQ, it was merely Methodism in the extreme, and 
exactly suited her excited and actiTe slate of mind and 
body. But when she went lo Mr. Pierson, and found in 
him a close student of the Bible, and ready to give an an- 
swer to every one, in a free but gentle manner ; and when 
she heard him advance other doctrines than those of Meth- 
'odists, her faith and confidence left her; and, perhaps for 
the first time, she doubted thai men could he sincerely in 
the wrong, Mr. Pierson was a man superior to any she 
had met with, and she readily received his interpretations, 
and hecauie an inquirer. Afterward, finding that Matthias 
and Mr Pierson agreed, she readily became the disciple- of 
Matthias also, and received hia inlerpceldlion of Scripture; 
nor was her faith disturbed, lit! human passions mised in 
undue proportion with xeiigious principles. Scriplnre, how- 
ever, for a time, supplied an excuse, and Matthias was com- 
pared to David. What her fixed religious opinions now 
are we know not. Her ancienl faith is shaken ] she is not 
a believer in the supematuTal character of Matthias, but 
still regards most of his interpretntions as more rational, 
and probably true, than that of any other teiicher of religion; 
she compares him loo with the clercrv, with a tact not lo be 
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OTercome, and draws a conclusion in his fiivout. Her mo- 
ral principles are ihe same as formerly ; she is still failhfn], 
attached to truth, industrious, and consequently independ- 
ent ; with a ready perception of right and wrong, and with 
an uprightness and energy of character not apparently very 
mon among the claaa from wtiicb she originated^ and 
e moral principles were awakened in favour of Matthiaa 
in his life was sought'hy those ivho had nourished h 
jcluaions. 

3 other members of the kingdom have been suffi- 

Kently exhibited during the work, to mark their characters. 

13 Catherine, aweak woman, believing by accident, and 

d or bad according to circumstances, is precisely what 

Biousaiids of women in her situation are, each of whom 

e played her part if similarly situated. 

Of Mr. Mills sufficient has been said ; his timely retreat 

mders it doubtfiil whether he should now be regarded as 

e of the kingdom or not. Of a number of persons who' 

~'ng-Sing for shori periods, as visiters, and whi 
nifeated a similar creed, or nearly so, but where circum 
cpnces prevented their complete amalgamation with thi 
y, we shall say nothing, because we do not know that 
r abstract opinions affected their moral conduct ; yet 
e persons owe their safety chiefly lo their distance from 
scenes of pollution. 
Our object is now accomplished, that of lai'ing before the 
public a correct account of the source and effects of fanati- 
cism, as illustrated by the followers of Matthias ; we shsll, 
however, notice the fact, thai while there were some pecu- 
liar traits among the deluded in the kingdom, so peculiar 
as to meet with no parallel — as the voluntary surrender of 
Mrs. Folger to Matthias, by her husband, himself a believ- 
er, in good repute in the world, and attached lo his wife — 
and the abduction of Mrs Laisdell, and peculiar and early 
amalgamation with her, who was not then of the kingdom; 
and her forcible detention afterward; and her solemn union 
rith Mr. B, Folger. by the authority of her fether, Mauhias. 
jFbile, we say, these transactions are peculiar lo this pait^, 
1 therefore deserve to be recorded and well BUlfienri- 
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cated ; yet we are compelled to say, that the machinery by 
which these things, with others which have parallels, was 
common to every individual who has set up Divine preten- 
sions, or afiected to establish a new sect ; and this has hot 
been fully illustrated in the preceding pages, which were 
intended more to show the effects of fanaticism on the dis- 
ciples, than the means used. Matthias was mysterious ; he 
affected it in his appearance; he was so in language and con- 
duct; and, when most unintelligible, affected the most wis- 
dom, and had it ascribed to him. When he told Mr. Fol- 
ger, at an early interview, on seeing a part of a sheet of 
paper hanging from a drawer, " You see a part only, /see 
the whole:" and then applied it to their different states of 
knowledge of the Divine will, this trait was fully illus- 
trated in him ; and Mr. B. Folger became the dupe. But 
Matthias affected miracle and prophecy: his prophecies 
were indeed extremely bold, and often fortunate. When 
on the road to Bedford, a ponderous piece of rock fell from 
a neighbouring cliffy and rolled near the carriage. Mat- 
thias, then a prisoner, begged permission to get out and 
examine it ; he was permitted : and having done so, with 
much mystery in his look, he stuck his stick into the ground, 
and solemnly exclaimed, "By my order the Judge will not 
aii&ad !*' The Judge did not attend, and the trial was put 
off to White Plains — thus claiming a miracle and myste- 
riously announcing a fortunate prophecy at the same time. 
To these means were added, his peculiar explanation of 
Scripture — and these are precisely the instruments which 
have always been used by those who have established new 
sects. 

Note. The story of the rock falling is given on the authority of 
Mr. Drake, who reported and published the trial of Matthias. Isa- 
bella knows only of a piece of rock falling while Matthias was 
preaching. 

FINIS. 



Just publisked^ A Review of the Disclosures of Maria Momk, in 
which the facts are all fairly stated and candidly examined. 

By G. Valb. 
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